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1 Y journey from Eriftol-to Chefter was veiy 
'difagrceablc, as it was acrofs the coTintrT, and 
-through "bad roads. When I got to that city, I 
met my fcrvants, together with all my paiaphcr- 
nalia, plate, aiid every thing but the money I ex- 
pefted for the overplus of my jewels. Mr. Cal- 
craft wrote to me ; but he took no notice of what 
alone could have made his. letter agreeable. As 
tlie epiftle is ratlier a curious one, I will copy it. 
Young gentlemen may learn 'from it how to write 
to their fweetlicart'i. 

" Chrijl jfffus Go^, why do you keep me in 
•' this torment. If you will not write, tell me 
" fo, and make me completely miferable; I 
" liave had aletter from my Lord, and have fe;n 
*' that to your maid ; by which I find yoa are 
" unalterable in j-our refolulion, I hate HoU- 

v-«L. IV. B " wood, 
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** wood, and every place «hich reminds nllfc how ^ 
" happy I have been in your company. Caroline 
*' has almoft broke my heart with lliewing me 
** the fweet letter which accompanied your fair- 
*' ing. Every body is'ta&de happy but me ; but 
." vexation knd tfce goiit *iil feon TeKc"^ "yoQ 
" from the mail you hate. I have ordered the 
" plate, your newfedan, an^books, tobefentyou. 
" I have feilt you the parchntcnt I have found, 
" which I fuppofe is the counterpart of your an- 
" nuity ; but, depend upon it, I fliall not think it 
" fufHcient for your fupport. For God's &ke1 
" write to tne ; and be aJITurcd, whilft 1 have 
" breath, I am iiFeftionately'yours. 
*' Sighed, 
" JOHN CALtRAFT." 

The parchment mentioned iii the above letter 
was that given me by Mr. Davy, the perfoii who 
had lent me the five hundred pounds. It was a 
writihg to ihow that I had only fold the annuity 
conditionally. Mr. Calcraft's barefaced meaiinefs, 
in pretending to be ignorant of what he had be- 
fore upbraided me with, increafed if poiHble my 
difguu and contempt. 

trhfortunately for tae, I kept Aefe feelings, with 

the injuries which occafioned tbem, a fecrct from 

every body but Lady Tyrawley ; whilft my 

former fiiend, the petfon who bad fucceedcd me 

ip 
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in Mr. Ctlcntft's kfleCHon, prop^txd inmmiera- 
bleMTchocxls agah^ft -mc. As lire pofleded a 
Jtrtilc gcnlos, flic ~tn« iblc to ctednAiem with an 
"Sppearance-of T)IaafibiHty, whi(Jh made ■'ftcm be^ 
Sieved; and nry filence gaW her -every advantagt 
vnr mc. My extravagance fiimifhed her with i 
'fnnd of caluitiny. Nor -was this the worft. It 
^ras induftriotiny Ttpdrtcd, that I entertained a 
jiartialrty for a man 1 fcarcely knew ; and thai 
this was tiie caufe of my leaving Mr. Calcrafr. 
"So improbable a ftory, 1 think, coald hardly gain 
■belief. For, had that been the cafe, I fliould cei<- 
taiiily'have ftaid in London, where my imagined 
lover was, rather than have removedto fogreat a 
^nUnce from him. 

' But to What lengths wHl not malevolence and 
the iove of flander carry fome people ! How fine- 
ly, aiid at the fame time how JuJUy, has Shakfpcro 
defcribed Uiis pri^eafity, in the following lines 1 

——Slander 
Whofe edge u Ikarper than the iWord ; whofe tongue 
Out-venomi all the wormi of Nile ; whofe breath 
Kidea od the pofting winds, and doth belie 
All corneri of the world, kiogs, queeni, and flatei. 
Maids, matrons ; nay, the tecrels of the grave 
This viperous flander enters*. 

•* CjaiM^ae^A&m. SoaocIV. 

B 2 Inftwd 
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4 TB^tlFEor. 

luAead of being able to indulge my tendertmo- 
lioiis, the mortification, and difguft I had folong* 
heen a prey to entiiiciy cngroflcd my thoughts. 
J had not even the fligliteft idea of forming an- 
ather conue£tion. Not th^t I thought myfclf 
debarred from it by any ties that fabfifted be- 
tween royfcif and Mr. Calcraft ; for thefc were 
now perfcftly diffcjvcd by his duplicity. Had I 
encouraged £ach a wilh, I could foon have extrir 
cated myfelf from all my difficulties, as there was 
many a competitor for my favour ; particularly one 
of the firft and moft generous men in the kingdom. 

That our differences did not arile folely from . 
ihe impropriety of «y .behaviour to him, notwith- 
ftanding fomc reports have been circubilied by my 
enemies to the contrary, is plainly evinced by 
the tenor of all his letters to me ; which, even 
when he appears to have had llie grcateft caufc 
for reientment and recrimination, if fuch a caufe 
exifted, breathe forth nothing but lendernefs anii 
affeftion. " 

^ As a further proof of this, t will copy for 
your perufal (tlioiigh you, my dear Madam, I am 
well aflured, want no proofe) another of his let- 
ters. This, wlijch was one of the laft I received 
from him, will prove, and Jhat in terms as forci- 
ble and explicit as language can convey, that my 
*ondufl, admitting the iB^rudences i have ac- 
knowledged 
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•fcnowlecf^ed myfdf guilty of, have not!>ctiifiich 
as warranted any upbraidiirgs, or could IclTen his 
fcgaid for me. It tun» thus ; 

Jan. 17, net- 
*' My dcareil Georgiiw, 
*' Packet after packet arrives from Ireland 
*' without a letter from you : why won't yoxl 
" write, and fblly ? I never am fo well picafcd as 
** when I hear fuHy from you ; nor ever fo uneaf/ 
** as when I" do not. — ^The children arc both. 
" well, and charming ones. I have been witli 
•' my brother to Poole, thi» week, and fccorcd 
" )UB clcftioti, I hope, without opposition. Pray 
" do wriise. Yoa don't know the difticli your, 
V negleft occasions to 

. , , ** Vours, ever and ever 

" (Signed) J. C." 

TIk packet nor being ready to &il from Pafk- 
gate, left I fhould forfeit the penalty of my arti- 
cles, by not being at Dublin in time, I fet <^ fof 
HolylKad. As I travelled by myfel^ I had leifuro 
to indulge my melancholy. I coold not evea 
Toip envyir.g the happinefs of my fervants, in 
vboie bofotm cheerful innocence feem^ to reign, 
whJlft I was tortured witli the fevercft refieftions. 
B3 Thef» 
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Thdcafofo^noE onlx ffonLmyunh^^&uittioo,' * 
but from His perfidy and it^rathndel had ei^pc^ 
rienced from a man, who, nhilft he was prsteiidi. 
ing to regret my lofs, wa$r ^ I had b«en in- 
formed, abetting and inventing the moft impro- 
bable, and the falfeft reports of use. 

Aaqeng thefe, it was given oiit tfy tUem, that I 
encDuii^ed Uk addrelles of a noble Lord, wjtb 
who& Countcfs I had.the hcnouf of being upon 
^enmt of intiin;9cy. Had I b«en it)cli)ied to gat- 
Untiy^.foirthisrcafont avwella^ vppn, accoupttof 
bis -own. deformity, diat iiablenjvivii W'Ou^di.tiavt 
been the laft maB.IiihQuld.haive chof«a«< lilpey 
alio, carried their )ici.veteTac)^fofar,,aft to cQgtge a 
pcrfon who' wrot4 for brcai^ aod,is a-difgfvBRi 
the navy, to Icandalize me id a-iCwnJ^^H^ fi^lf' 
cation, not unlike Bellmen's Verfes. 

In travelling to the Head, however dull and 
metancholjc n^ days were, I had great entertain- 
ment in the evenings ; there being always feme 
pcvfon: at the iont playing upon' t^c- hn?[^ thc: &- 
voarito iailrumcnt of the Wtlcbf Andj ^cdiN 
ties thsy played ieemed to fiiit the gjoomy tem-* 
peratoreof mymiod. Whonl arrlv«datConw*y* 
fcfFy, the wind was lb hig^ that it was impnt^U-' 
cable to go over. I was tberefor«i obliged to re> 
^nain at the fcriy-boiife d«ril^ tbe nii^ 

Her* 

• # ' ^-"8l^ 
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Here I was neccHitated to fup in the fame room 
with all thofe who were forced, like myfcif, to tak? 
up tlieir abode at the itin. There being but oiiff 
room below ftalrs, and that, like the cobler's, 
ferving at once for " parlour, for kitchen, and 
" hali," we all fat together ; only the parlour was 
ijividod from the kitchen by a curtain. And both 
were tolerably well filled. Fgr, beCdes my fuit, 
which conjiftcd of the t*o poftilltons, a guide, - 
two footmen, and three majds, the company was 
numerous. From tlie unfavoutable appcant^c? 
of the habitation, I was apptebennve that my en,- 
te^nraent would have b^n as hpmcly. Bu.t I 
was iMt only mpft %teeah(y.fu^ri;;^ with one of 
the he&, fu^pers I had ever &t down to ^ ^ iai>i 
but with a, fmall neat bed-ioom, ^4 a very gooil 
bed, ^n4 every accommodation tliat couJd be 
hoped for in the.bcft inns on tlie ^g^d. An4 ^ 
this U fo trifling an expeic^e, that It was npt to be 
imagined the people of the houfc coold get a reaT 
fonable proSt. 

When I arriyed at the Head, the packet was 
ready to l^iL I found there a great livmbcr of 
people w^ting to go oyer, but very few would 
venture, the fea being extremely boiAeroas.; Bu( 
as I neither wiihcd for Hie, nor was apprehealivc 
of danger, it was very immaterial to me in what 
ftate the fea was. 1 therefore we^it aboard, and, 

- Cccglc 
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by way of pre-eminence, was cooped up in wliat 
is catted tlic Aate-cabin. Tills lituation was the 
means of my being more indifpofed than I otiierwift; 
fhonid have been. For during a ftorm, which- 
ladcd four days, I underwent the moft excruciat- 
ing ficknefs. And this was augmented, by hav- 
ing notliing to drink but cold water. As the 
paflage is ufually made in a few hours', I had not 
' tliought it neceflary to by in a fea-ftorc. 

We landed at Duntarny ; when I was fo much , 
enfeebled by the fatigue I had undergone, that I 
was obliged to be fupported to the ftore. A coach 
was fent from Dublin, to convey me to the honft 
of Mrs Moltoy, on Cotlege Green, with whom I 
had been yery intimate. As unpacking woutd 
take up more time than J chofc to beftow upon it, 
I let ofT immediately, without ftayliig to change- 
even my linen. And from the situation I had 
been in for four days, together with the uneafy 
ftate of my mind, it mirft be fuppofcd diat my ap- 
pearance was not the moft brilliant. 

My arrival having been hourly cxpcfled, cufio- 
fity had induced many of the ftudcnts of the cot- 
lege to watch for my coming. I accordingly 
fouTid the door of the houfe, at which I was to 
alight, crowded with them, in expc£tation of be- 
holding a wonder. For it could not enter into 
the imagination of thofe young gentlemen, that 
any 

- Cccglc 
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any thing-lets .tiiiin a ffrfiff heauty had been fo 
general a topic of coRverfation, uid the liibjeft of 
fo many poetical compliments from their prede" 
ccHbrs. 

One of my female dofflcflics was tolerably hand- 
feme; flie, therefoie, at iirft caught their eyes; 
bat, as (he had not that appearance of elegance 
which dillinguiflies the gentlewoman, the miftake 
was but momenury. At length I ftepped out of 
tbe coacli. Thelong'expe6ted phsaoioenonnow 
made her appearance. £ut Oh, how different a 
figare from- what their imagination had depic- 
tured ! F^ion to yQurfelf t^e idea of a little dirty 
creature, bent nparly double, enfeebled by fatigue, 
her countenance tinged with the jaundice, and in 
every refpeft the reveife of a perfon who could 
make the leaft pretcnGons tp beauty. S\b:h was 
I, when I prefented myfelf to tiie fight of the 
gazing crowd. And fo-great and n,atiaral was their 
furprize and di£i*ppoiiHment, that.tiicy immediate- 
ly vanrihed, and left me to ciawl into the houfc, 
without admiration or moleftationi 

L ^nt tlic evening at thie- Parliament-Houfei 
where nmny of the feniors of the cqllege, as wctl 
as the Provoft, were ppeCent. Others,. Jikewile 
came to fee the fright whiclihad elicited the dil^ . 
guft- of^e curious in- the o^roii^. Nothing is 
lb-favourable to an objeft as cx^gerated difpraife^ 
S 5 For, 
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Fbtv irithienlf the afR&mwMt ahtatiou, Mid' in 
the moft fiinplft' «Im& (^mplici^ itv mf dfeft 
being;, u- 1 bftva alMady ot>(erv«d, my conAant 
adoption, except when finery was abfohitcly neect> 
fiit ; and I adnys IboFnitd to owe any addition to 
art, WhicbldSffikedas-mBcA in the adoritmfeRt 
of the perion ax of the lAiad)', I lAMfe » more fit- 
TOQrald« impMJlIon upon &e eompaoy thafrcouM 
have been expcfted. 

The next morning Ktr. Mdflop- came to con- 
grltulate me on my hft arriTa!, m the TicJcnce of 
the Aoim had madte bim' apprehenfive for my 
fafcty. He infoFmed' me, that Mr. Woocfwari 
bad ^n confined- ^ a fiiver at GoHt ; jiotwrth- 
ftlanding ^ieb^ a» fo«n aft be i^fiA bcveiof my 
engagement, be had lenf the Ifctter containii^ my 
promife of giving Rim the preference to Mr; 
Barry, who ha* ittbft illiberaHy poftcd it up in 
one of the principar cofile-himfes in DilUia. Hi 
mightnotbeunneceflarytoaddhere,th»twhen\fr. 
Crferaft w^ informed of this tranJaftion* he lent 
to demand of ^rry four hundred pounds he had 
lent him fome y«a» Marc. At it was not in 
Barry's poweir, Mr. Woodward' wis oSliged t6 
■pay it for him. ^ Thiw was the latter puaifiied f« 
his in^lcretkiit wMi- regard' to my letter. 

I had fent lay men-tcrrantB arid the horfcs bacfe , 
to LondoB from He'Iyhescfr as the iii e wrrcDience 
c - of 

" - ^;^>^>8l- 
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of bringing them to Dublin woaU haw bee» 
gT»t. Finding lodgings to be inconvenient, I 
took a rcady-fomiAted houic in Frcdtrick-ftRct. 
And as the theatre did not open for fome tiii» 
after my arrival, I had an opportunity of &eing 
many ladies, who ^vonted me with their reool- 
le&ionand intunacy. My old acquaintance, Mr. 
Cmo^, with wham I bad always dealt for IriAt 
linens, after my modier bad declined ^t atticte, 
came to pay bit refpefla to nie. And as he.wa& 
an univer£tl merchant, X ordered of him winf , 
and what o^ier things I wanted. Be had entered' 
mto a conncAioR in trade with a perfbn, whofe 
name was Hofea Coates. Thi& man was of s 
rnde, turbulent di^>ofitioa, and greatly attached to 
Crow-ftreet tfieatre, in «hkh he had feventl 
flnres ; he oMifcquently dreaded my fuccefs. 

Upon the openii^ of the tbeatree, the ladies <^ 
Dublin divided tbenol^vct into <ltfferent pitilies, 
making a point to fupport, wiA their utmoft in- 
tcrcfl:, the boufe tbey attached t^mfeWea to-. 
Ladies KUdarc, Brandon, Lcinfter, Powerfcourt, 
dw Honound>leMi& Caufield, Lady loimm, with 
many other Fefpe£tab]e petfonages, profelt^ them- 
ielvc* the patroneflcs of Moflop and myfelf. And, 
indeed, i muft attribute » great part of the fuccefs 
we met with to their partiality ; the e6nipany in 
Cn}W-ft[«et being infinitely ftconger than ours. 
B & That 

- ^^^"yl- 



That conlilJled of Barry, Woodwarii, Abiiigtoiv 
andFitEhenry, bc&desfcunC'gdodfeconfls. Among 
thcfe J include Mrs. Dancer, who was by no 
naans Looked upon as capita Aen. 

As fyr our troops it alwayi put mc in- mind of 
Sir John Falfcuff's fagged regiment, ai pact of 
which he had robbed the gibbets ofi. We were, , , 
however, jckjcd,. {bme. flioit time after,.byMn. 
Browii, who had merit in comedy ; .and by M;l 
Digges, who was a great fevourita in Dublin, 
f arttcululy among the ladies. As the latter will 
stake a principat figoie in die fabieguent part of 
my hiftory,. it will be neoeilar.y. to give at fhon: 
diifcription of him. Be is^ble&with talmits, is'S 
fins figure, his face- is. haiidfoiitc ; aiid he h£s the 
art of pcduading' thoEe with whom he convcffe?, 
that he i«-the; beft of men, Tfiroi^h my intir 
Biacy In the Delasar famiiy, 1 learned , that he 
had been ill-treated by his un«le,. and pitied biin 
much.; but, as his cIiaraAer Was-nniverfally known 
.to be that oE a man of gaUaotry,. I declined admit- 
ting hi«i as a viiitort 

This was tits ftate of our company* aad liko- 
wife of tiic parties of the ladies, who cairi^ 
their partiality to the moft exuuv^ant lengtlis. 
1 appeared in Belvidera ;, but- was by no nivalis 
io well aceiTed in it as I had formerly bee«. 
This hurt me greatly, as I did iKt give myfslf 
1 time 

' C-""S'^ 
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rime (o confidcr, Urat I dien had no competito!-; 
xxd- now- L wa» left to ftand alone agunft thf 
united force o£ accompany, which would have 
done credit tD< a London theatre. We, howevei^. 
mote than Ihared- the public ^vour.. 

Mr. MoHep. revived " The Orphan. of China,^'' 
which, had fucceeded at Driiryrl^ne the winter 
before^ The dreiks,. in which he and myfelf 
were to p«Tfornit camft from. London. Bat how 
to manage, widirregard^to.tbafe of the reft-of thp 
ebara^lers, was'^ difficulty hardly to.b« got pvcf. 
As the manager had quarrelled with Tracey tbf 
taylor, credit was no more to be had tlian,money> 
And if the piecs could.not be got up foras:n>a&- 
licipate the otlier houfe, wc Jiad very little chance 
«f rivalling them in it; all-theti' dccoiatiwia, 
oloatlu, &c. being, expeded from.I^odon, an4 ' 
having been, already- puffod. away in all. the pa*- 
pers, in'the moft.ofientatioBS maanor>. ; 

At length. I prevailed. upon Tracej,t}Ot only to 
make and expedite the drefles, but Ijltewilc tp find 
the materials.. Wc rchearfed. three times a day,- 
and, after having t^en the mofi. inde^tigable painsi . 
got the piece ready for reprefcntatibn' in^ lefs 
than a week. ' Wcaccordingly were able to per* 
form, it bc&rc the proprietors of Crow-ftreet^aqjJ 
got- eight great- aidiehoes er*' the' finciy ihay'fo 
much boaftod. of airived. This mahteaTte 
proyeti 
- Cccglc 
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proved » {on di&ppointment to die expcAatioiu 
of the gentry o! the ether houie, who wetw tkeiebf 
prevented from r«iinbiiffing tbcir expsBcet, wbtck, 
I wu infermed, were wrf confidcnible, 

Mr. Di^esj who had marked me for a eon- 
qoeft, fighed at a difiaoce, and coveted his vanity 
with faeh awfal refpeA, that I knagined the cha- 
vaAer I had heard of him was aot a juft on*. 
Ke, at length, through the introduAi<Ht of a fe- 
male acquaintance of mine, got admitlatKe to my 
-koufe as 3 vifitor. Aad as he was really Ae ac- 
oem^iflied gentleman, Mid an entt»taiAing com- 
jianion, it was inp^Ilble torfcgft betn^ pleafed 
with his coAipsny. - For a white he affeAed to 
finether his paffien. But in a Ihoit time after, 
hang t«tUy iU, or pretending to be fo, be wroCe 
to me, ^d declared that love for me was the 
*e>iife of it, lai^eUed by an irrcHftible felality, I 
read bis letters. And a circumftance ibon afttfr 
bappmed, which helped to ferwaid the itftt^Rfficnt 
«f his wij&es. 

G. A. B. 



Jl B T T S k UOUV. 

^. J%)t, 17— 

A^ Y bill, for wise and oAer aitides, had of 
Me. Cramp, amounted to fbw handred pounds, 

tWO' 
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tmy of wftkh I had paid ; xad intended fettling 
Actfbc^ at mT- benefit, which I- thought would 

■ be in good' time. ' For thongh I received fifty 
goineas a week, jet dnvi^h the^ attaTagance of 
my lervants, and my own thonE^eflhefs, T had 
not a guinea befbrc-hand. fint, to my great far- 
prift^ T heard that Mr. Crump had £dled ; and 
that Coates had' taken pofleffion of his tfMts, 
books,- &c. 

•• Coriolamis^ was befpoke ; and Mr. Moflbp 
had Ac agiteaUc profpeA of a fabfcriptioa fcir fix 
phys, which wonld enable him to pay the per- 
fbrmers. For not one of them was regularly paid 
hot myfelf, though by what mCarts he expended 
his money 1 could not imagine. As I went one 
day as'ufii^ to rtie rehearsal, I obferved a mean- 

. looking fellow nm by die fide of my cbur. I 
called; in my way, Ufioii a lady. ~ S'tiU the fame 
man- was my a^ndanr.' Having no fafpicion tit 
any dinger from him, I attributed it to the beauty 
of rtiy fedan ; which, indeed, attraaed every eye. 

r had fome conipany at dinner, Which made it 
ratflet- Hiiet than ^uri wheta 1 fet out for the 
theatre; As niy cBairmea catered Dan^aik-ftree^ 
the man who had followed me in the morning 
knocked at the frtnt window of my chair, and, 
when 1 badltt it ddwn,'fhdwed me a bit of paper. 
TJpdft my enquiring whit it was', he'toJd me it 

■■■■ WB» 
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WH a writ for the two, himdred i poandf I ovrti 
CoateSf.as fatfcelTor to Crufi^'saflair^, ^ndinjGfted 
that I fiiouldgo with bim. I told him bo Qioulii 
have tbe inoney,.if be would go to the theatre, 3n4 
that I would likewise make hint a handfomc prc- 
feiit for the pcrmiflion. But this he wojuld not 
conlent to da ; as,. he laid, he had paiticular orders 
from the plaintiff to the contrary.. 

This being the cafe, 1 made a virtue of neccf" 
fity, and - went with bidi to a hwife in Skinner- 
row.. When I get there, 1 fent for Coates> but 
_ he was not to be fo:iu>d. Tiic ofiiocr now caH'^ 
^dly told me, th^t the intention of taking me in 
the evening wasj. to prevent my appearing, at the 
theatre that ntglit. He had bcei> particularly 
warned, he faid, not to .afwft pift iii,tlie morning, 
as they were well a^ured I fiiquld have pa^dthe 
debt] and by- that .means have di^ppointed their 
.purpofe. it was twoo'dock^in the,|mprnipg bfr 
tbre tlie plalnlifT could be met with, and as lie bad- 
given orders tliat the affair. (ho«Id, only bs fettled^' 
by liimfelf, I was obliged to wait with patience 
his coming. Mr«. MoUay and ^Jifs tj'U yifilcd' 
me in my durance ; and I ^lleve the officer's 
honfe W38 never fo gjraced before 

Mrs. Ulhcr had been - Qbhged t9 read'my part. 

As fo'on as the play was- over, Mr. MolE>p came 

n> me. JiVnd I was vaflly apprebcttlive that he 

ivobM 
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would have caned Coatcs. This was what' the 
man feemed to wifh, for fuch a vulgar impertihciit 
I never heard before. He had the impudence to 
tell us, tliat he knew he Ihould eafiiy have got the 
money, but he wiflied to prevent my playuig that 
R^ht. " Every thing," continued he, " is fair, 
** where, ill tercfls claflt." 

When Mr. Digges faond me in dii^ fituation, 
he was like a dillra£ted man. His firil buiinefs 
was to give a moll fevere chaftifement to- Coates ;. 
which, together with fomc othet cmbarrallments 
in his private affairs, obliged him to leave Dublin. 
Before he went, he wrote to me, earneftly re- 
quefting to fpcak with me. I confcntcd. When 
his attractions, his (uffermgs, gratitude, pity, and 
a predilection in his favour, all joined to induce 
me to enter into afirfout connexion with him. 
This, though, not binding by the laws of thft. 
coiintry to a perfon of my religious petfiiafioni 
was notwithftanding valid' to all intents ^nd pur- 
folcs. And the cohneftion, in confequence, made 
us mutually unhappy, during the two years we: 
lived together; 

I was, I think, to be unhappy In every unibn> 

r formed. Whether this arofe from: the contra* 

rieties naturally attendant "on love, fo truly de- 

fcribed by Shakfpere in the foUbwing beautiful 

lines, or frootlbmc other caiife, I wiU. not- pre-^ 

tehd. to lay I 

EoB 
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'— ^Fqt au^t that ever I co^ldread„ 
Covid ever hear by tale or hiftory, 
Th© courfe of irui lovi never did rtiii.&i00tli ; 
But either it waa different in blood j 
Or elfe mifgrafted in refpeft of years ; 
Or elfe it flood upon the choice of friends ^ 
Or, if there were a fympatby in choice) 
War, death, o? ficknefs, did- lay lieg< toit; 
Making it momeatiry M.a found ; 
Swift aa a ihadow ;. Ihprt at aay dream ; 
Sq^f as th&ligbtaipgio the gillicd night *> 

I received, about this, time, a letter from. Mr. 
Alderman Ciacroft, my attorney in London, iii- 
formipg qe, that Mr. Davy's, attorney had orders 
t<> fue me for the arrears due upon my annuity, 
1}i4e(^ I ^c^t. him a^ power of ^orney. to, enable 
l)iin, ta m^ke >-. lawful claim, upon Mr. Cal^raft, 
nt)0: h^d refyfed tq pay. it. As I had ijiade tu> 
4o,rf)t tilltli^t it had, beep regularly Midj I was 
^ubly an^ at bjs. nie^nncfs jn having in hi. 
XaXXnji pT?tcnd«l ignprance of the af^ii;. I there- 
fore immediately, limned the_ writing tliat vyas fent 
mc, and forwarded it to London by the iir^ poll. 
\ aftepcards hcard^ tliat, upon M^vCalcraft's tr^at- 
ipg tbc perfon who made the demand very cavar 
lierly, be vna arrefted. Hurt at fuch an indignity 
t^cre,d to a man of his great confe^uence, he threrr 

*- Mtdfiwuner't NightDccao), Ad I. Scene I. 

ditt 
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the, caufe iatp cbaiac;cry, w^ra it r«iiuned hung 
up during, Mr. Davy's Ijfe, who was too opulTOI 
apd too indokfit to carry on thfi fuit. 

I rcimincid' in Dublin. tiU dip middle of 4mS 
fummer. An<{ Mr. Moflo^ nQt.beJiig able to paj; 
noe (|U«- wh^k of w)v)£ '!>«• Iwl epj^age^ for», I <f as 
objl^ged' to borrow iov bund;ie4: pouFidSf b^OM ^ 
couB.l8av« tUe tiBgdesji.. Aftfif I landMJr* Engf 
land I ^m talu;n To ill at Ct><#qrv tll3Sl.Wi^ con-, 
^ncd. for fevenU days- I bad tjie; h^pii^cts t9 
■ ^QUi? ovepiTOjI) tvo Iafil4«,_i(^ifi ■we^vpry »ttqgy 
<av(», t9,.nw» an4 wfeo.'wre: lUe^.cBOqgJi tQ dtJay 
tijflif jfjuHjcyj . i.n, erijoF. tb« vw) miglrt ^^ay«^ t9 
ia«V^,togietW. 

perfuaded mc tfl gp vi«tli Uwm *> the "WTOft* 

Sbwe:4&Bn;l*t* Cwwl» Ai I. hpd «(ot *to 
tini,.W!l*«r4.*qMi)iBg frewthim, feiqe:wyb9- 
tnswr^fteifiw i^,dri>t:d»R*«ih»ife. Uwjs;t»w,. 
ral for tw IQ fUpppfis UltM-he-Ootjpftly bnqw <tf 
the afittir, Iwt w»s- copfiotfipg to it* I accfwdf 
iag^» when h? ialat^d me. «i^ hi*, ofu^ cordis 
liEy* cottld a&t Mp- expncfluig my forp^ at vt 
Aft sKplaimiofi took i^ce; immediateJy ^Etw 
which, he abrtq;rtly loft the room, and, ai I.have 
Jioce heard, fct off for Dublin, where be endn^ 
vourcd to revenge himliclf upoa Coates. Bat he 
irw dilappointed io thii.; ferCoattSK hvriog 19- 
ceivcd 
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ccivcd fome intimation of his def gn, and tfreadmg 
his refolution, to avoid hia fury, fetofFfor Eng- 
land. And in a fliort timr after, this math-iti« 
jured man, who had bcfbrr given fome ppoofs- o£^ 
infanity, died raving mad. 

Upon my arrival in London, my healtlv net be- 
ing perfcajy reftored, I went to my former lodg" 
ings at Chellea : from theoce I wrote io Mr. Cra- 
croft, informing him that I wooid be with him in 
a few days. I was indebted to this gentleman * 
very eonfidenbJe fum ; and he had exprcded fome ' 
dtlpteafure in a letter he wrote mff, upon aecouniT 
of my leaving the kisgdota, without acquaiining 
him with my defign. I own I was unpardonabta 
m not doing it t-afld the iaon'£a,- «»{ irae verjr 
tntioute with hi» lady and familf. 
' When I waited on the Aldcriaan, he ^kedwe 
whether J had any engagenicnT at tfi« Aeatw. ' To- 
which I answered rn thcr negative; adt^nff, ^at 1 
could not attempt to make one, till my tffain wcrk 
fettled. Hefaid, it would' be very difficult to^do^ 
that, as the amount of what I owed wa« more thare 
.he believjad I thought it. I' had mads no doubt: 
bat that Air. C^Iceaft had aCT*^opriated the ovtc- 
plui, arifing from the fait ©f my jewels, to thffpay- 
ment of my dthrs, as fer as itwould g«> Mid I con- 
cluded that might amount to near four thoufand 
-poutwb. The worhnan^Ip of Ibme of them wa6 
li> 
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fe extntbcly cmtIow, thu itmnft hatv infaredthf 
ialis of itbem, and thit at a.-very good price. There 
was among tbcra a wiadmill, wbiobi upOn being 
wound up* uneot foi three .hiHirs j and t cap ftt in 
a ftyle ;pcciiliari]' elogant.: ; r - 

How- great then was my aAoriifhment, ' when I 
was infetmaed by the Aldenoao, that they bad beea 
idclirered to Mr. Jcffrier, a fword catler in the 
£trand, who had broke them XO pieces by order of 
-Mr. Calcnift, and that the money arifing from 
them only amounted to eleven huadixd pounds. 
As I had dchVcred Mu C^raft the xeocipts;, 
which wofc for maFe than fix thoufand powids, 
and tb^ had been purcbafed of perfons of reputa- 
tion in that bu&ae(s, l.tx)uld not account for the 
sianoeuvre. 1 therefore defired him to write to 
Mr. Calcraft upon th^ (ubje£L 

Mr. Cracroft }iow proceeded to ioform me, that 
tic hadircccive^'j^hft of my debts from ClifTord 
^who had left nie vpon account of her being mar> 
Tied), and that tliey amoutited to ten thoufand, 
three hundred pounds. - My courage now ibrfook 
me ; I had little to hop« from \lr. Cdcraft, who, 
in this lafi inflance, had not ooiy Ihown himfelf to 
be cruel, b«t dijhtntflt in the flil^fl fenif of the 
word. The Alderman then feemed to hint at my 
taking tlie benefit of an a£t of infolveujcy, which 
was at that time in agiution. I own, I never felt 
. aiyfdf 
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tnj^f^l^nied aU tfaxttnotnetK. Thetmfttp* 

t>ofitk]n-6f ra<!ha'l^>'(]K(de mefoillj -diatl wat 

V^hiia I «flA a tittle ^nantfcred, X iafottabd 4iim 
that 1 was incapable of fdchft'thoa^. in me» 
} fl3d,'it'WM^'be ttie1)]ulGtft fiblAlt m mine 
We!te ^ibts '«rhfeili'badta«& vontmabd ^frocn lestta- 
VagaM tiidflghtlbffiiefs, and : not like thdfe^ofi^ 
&ir tntder, <ffhidt Woregutae^y tlie (Kinfe(}W)tn»» 
lBfitifnil3'brlniiftia«ki«8. fltiuldod, tiiat J wAslle'' 
Cfcrnliinifd'to tiifttWimyfttf A^on t^c Aiercy of imy 
crcditors,'-to whom, if they wotild aUo^-'Mckitne, 
Jwdoia thake^^tlKrftMttttenih-BiylKWtr, iff 
giving Bp to fegm the rtlote Of ttiy i^sy, bf e- 
■ftl^ring only irrtybenefit for nty <rtm:fi!i{>pt)ft. 

Th?s Klaluttcrti aie AldeitHan ^plati<fod iwtht 
wamieft terms, htt&id, Ih&tKe baii hinted at 
flieiriefifirc, Wetely to tariie atrial ef*iy prdbity. 
AhdfiAcfe I had fb hohlyfcornPcA to clear tnyfeff 
liy ^h an u^uft iM&od, he WmiM draw up for 
•iite a letKr bf Hictttt, whii^ he hid ao doubt but 
-tTCry tredtfor, m WtUas hitoftlf, Wffaldfign ; -and 
not only do that, bflt iJftiftt Me fappott to the 
■titttioft of their po*er. He acoordiiigly ftilfilled 
lits ^otbife, and ■aAmU'Oed tat i-ome -moMy for 
my prefcnt exigencies. 

Mr. Rich TMeited tat with tipCn arms s anl! 

tny eng^emeQt being %ned, I ^s fo far ^fy. 

4 My 
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Mylefttr df licence was likcwife figncil Jh 4 few 
(Says by ail my creSitofs but »w, who dcdated 
Ihe 'vTOtM Wever procMd to any tioltnt itfeafiirt 
foT-iht'fetd^iry of tiic debt, bat, having nftie'a 
fofettlh prottiife never to fign anyfaper Whatever, 
flie could not fet her hand to mine. 

Wr. Dtgges, i fiJund, "was gone into Wales to 
If^tfor my fetum; it being inconvenient for hfiil 
to croft the "water, he cotld not go to Ireland tb 
accompany me the whole Vi^. Whilft he was 
♦ii^fting ttfear the Head ffor, from my rettiming b^ 
Vsf of 'Chefter, he had mifled me), ite wis mi 
jfonrieil ihat a ncftfcman had paffed throtlgh the 
town, On his #ay to Londbn, 'with in aftrtfs ; 
beirtg'tbld tliitthe lady "was a little black *t)miin'j 
aVidtliat i(hfe MrCnt on feemtingly agaiiifthPr cBn- 
fcnt, 'T^r. Digge? ihftantly concluded h fnuft Be 
hiftr^-fte accotdingly, Ifke a true Don<5uixote, 
fet (Rafter them, in order tb rcfcnc his I>ulcinca 
frism the hands of her raviflicr. He could nbt 
bVertaltfe them Till he gcrt to fiolywell, Where he 

fras informed theytidtrc in bed. His fears how- 
ever wefe a little "afteViiited, by hearing that Aey 
ilef^t'ih fepaf^te ai>artiflintB. He waited Whh'the 
Otftidtt ■inlt)afi^iK 'till fl«y atdfe ( wlitn 'he dif- 
covered that the petfon who 'had caofc'd'tf)?! 
alarth ^^iasHfto'ortwrilttn'Lonl'Perrera, who bad 
bich to Itclahd, to^Veiit his fugitive fiilcr from 
going 
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Sojiig on the ftage, ;ind was now rettiming with 
iier. to Lqndgn.. As the defcription Mr. Dij^« 
lia4 received of the lady anfwered in every par- 
tjcuhr to mine, the miftake was natuial ; and, 
happy to find it was not tlic pcribn he expcQed* 
he made direftly for town. 

Eayii^ a vifit one evening to Lady St. Leger, 
I ebferved a lady with a pair of my bracelets upon 
^erarmsi I could not l>c deceived, 2S they bad 
on.tbem the letters G. A. JB. in diamonds, and 
with the fame letters likewife in 'blue enamel, and 
were fct round with brilliants. Maifoneuve ba^ 
charged jue two bundled and forty pounds foe 
them. Having been infortncd by Mr. Cracroft 
that .all my jewels had been taken to pieces^ t 
could not help observing U> the lady, tbat ftie did 
me too much honour in wearing my cypher. 
Upon wluch it came out, tliat Mr. Calcr^ l;ad 
made her a prefent of them.. I further leamti 
that my good tiiend before-mentioned had re- 
ceived, as a prefent from tliat gentleman, my belt 
diamond ear-rings, which coit. me Hve hundred 
and Icvcnty pounds of the lame jeweller ; . toge^ 
thcrwith many other raluahjc ,Qncs, among 
which was my fink dian^ond riiig, a gjrip of io rare 
a kind as qo^ to bp matched. . , 

Their being fentto a filverfmith's, to be.tinfet, 
■jras npw eafiiy accounted fiir. It is T^ry well 
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knovra, that pawnbrokers never lend near half 
their value on diamonds, the &lhion of them 
changing fo oftfin. Confcqnentiy, Bibby would 
not have advanced me two thousand pounds upon 
what fold fot eleven hundred. As foon as I had 
made this dilcovery, I ordered a fuit to be com- 
menced againft Mr. Calci^ for the whole value, 
which was fettled amicably the March following. 
Bnt that did not annihilate tlie intended injury. 

Can any reflcftions which may drop from my 
pen, in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, upon the 
condud of a man capable of fuch an aft of JiJ~ 
hontfij, even at the time he was pretending to have 
the greatcfi regard for me, be thought to favour 
too rauchof afperity? I am too well convinced of 
your candour, to fuppofe you will think they do. 
Nor will the world, I dare fay, after they are 
hereby informed of the trutli, which has never 
till now reached thnn. The deteftation I enter- 
uined for him, after fuch repeated proofs of du- 
plicity, was well founded. And I muft furely 
Aand acquitted in the eyes of every impartial per- 
fon, for not renewing a connexion with one, 
whofc heart was fefbioned of fuch fiuff* as I have 
in the preceding pages deicribed it, widi the ftrift- 
cft juflice, to be. 

G. A. B. 

VOL. IV* C i. E T- 
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Atrgnfi'fi, i-f— 
VVhEN tHe 'ieafoii began, 'itook a lioufc in 
jermyn-ftreel ; aiid'fiy a moil fortunate psMcal 
event I was enabled to live in a degree of "cTe- 
gance little' inferior to wliat'I had been accullom- 
e'd to. Mr. Di^es Bad embarrailcd hinilelf, toth 
in England and Scotland, for a woman lie liad 
formerly Been connected with. This, with our 
living feparately, doubled my expehccs. A'nJtHe 
fatter fubjcfled me ko folicitatiohs, ' to which 
every woman, who Has been fuppofed to make one 
in the gay world, is liable. A great part of this I 
indifcrcedy drew upon myfelf, by ' not malung 
known to the world the reafons of Calcraft's trea- 
cherous conduct. Had I done fo, the liberal part 
of mankind would have pitied me. 

Among the competitors for iny fevour, which 
were numerous, there was ohe'who a'fbially 6f- 
ti:red me ten tlioufand pounds to be admitted as 
a favoured lover. As the geiitlcinan is now tap- • 
pily married, 1 will not mention his haine j there 
are, however, I believe, living vouchers bfthc 
iriith of this alleition. And here I can fafcly 
aver, Aat, notwlth^ndtng ill-nature or envy 
4 , . "inight 
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tiug^t lisTC fuggeded iniimiations to the contrary, 
I never, even intbougUt, -deviated from the daty 
1 avred, at I imaghit^, to Mi.'jyiggcs, whilft the 
union: betweicn 'ub exiftcd. 

Whitft^my houfc in Jcrrayn ftreet was fitting 
«^, IcontiiHied to fle^-at'Chelfea, but was ill 
unvn-idl day. ^he-ctramng-room and bcft bcd- 
chao^r being; not yet finiflied, the upholfterer'a 
nuui fttreted nine yards ef damafk, a quantity of 
chintz, and fome very fine Drcfdcn china, which 
^wcre prefmts. As bts honefty had been more 
ChkD .once fidpeded by his employer, a fearch- 
warrant wai obtained to emmine ' his lodgings; 
This being carried into execution, the whole of 
my property, which was very remarkable, was 
foufid, but nothtt^ belonging to his mafter. 

The uf^oHterer was one-of the moll implaca- 
ate df ^nien. He came to Chelfea in the even- 
ing, -whilfti -^M abfent ; arid by means of threats 
fo far iHliifiidated-my maid, as to 'prevail upoii 
lier to go to the jnftice's, and fwcar to the goods 
■which were found . This (he did, and was bound 
over to pFofeeote in the penalty ctf forty pounds, 
^ut the-«*eAdcr h&ttng a very largrfimily, I was 
4b far infi4ienced: in his firvoor byiriy natural hu- 
manity, 'as. to keep' my maid-froAti appearing 
agaiflfthim. I then fct on foot^a fubfcription to-i 
■C v. wards 
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wards paying the forfeiture of the txmd, and I 

believe 1 got thirty guineas towards it. . 

In conrequencc of my maid's not appearing, 
the man was difcharged, and the very fame night 
he called at my houfe. As I fuppofed be had no 
other bulineis with me than to return mc thanlu 
for my leaity, and acknowledgments of that na- 
ture being mofl dtf^^eeable to me, I t<^d the 
fervantwho brought in his name, that I was bufy, 
and could not fee him. Upon which tlic fellow 
fent in word, that be mujl fee me, or it would be 
worfe for mc \ for 1 had compounded felony, and 
kcfore a few hours were paffed I might be called 
lo anfwcr for it. 

I was alarmed at the infult, but not being con- 
verfant with the law, I was at a lofs to compre- 
hend his meaning. It was therefore neceflary to 
refer to ibme one for, advice. And as I couM 
think, of no perfon at the time to confult but 
my coulia Crawford, who had taken the benefit 
of the lat& infolvent ad, and was returned to his 
clumbers and bulincfs, I fent for him to fettle 
the afiair \ and, in the mean while, the ungratc- 
fal wretch waited at a neighbouring public houfe. 
Whea Mr. Crawford came, the fellow made a 
peremptory demand of fifty pounds, which he in- 
filled on being paid immediately, otherwtfe he 
would go and lodge an information againll me. 
Finding 
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Finding fnjm my good coufin that there was no 
Itdrcfs, I paid the money. 

Thus did I become a vtfliiti to itty humanity, - 
by means of a monifter who defervcd to fuffi;t 
the fevereft inflifliond of tlie law for his ingrati'- 
tude, though he Iiad efcapcd the dtfe deftrti of his 
dithonefty,— 'This inllance fCrveS to pfove, that, 
however ftrongly htmanity might urge to tlic 
contrary, the regular profecution of an offender 
againft the laws of his country is a doty wc owe 
to ourlelvcs as well as to the coiUmnnity.— In 
fuch cafes, knity ceafes TO be STittw. — A ftrongcr 
claim than delicacy of feeling calh for a fpirited 
exertion npon thefe eccafions.— The trooblc and 
inconvenicncies which attend a profcculiort ought 
to, be cfaearfiilly fobmitted to; and though feV- 
Ticcs Tendered oiw country of thit kind are not 
utended with fd much eclat as thofe where lifa 
is/exj^fed in her defence; yet they are a duty 
incnmfoent on every good citizen, and as deferv- 
ing of a- civic crown. — Juflice, indeed, fhoold 
ever be tempetcd by moderation ; and humanity 
fhould always be exerted, whenever prudence dooi 
not fin-bid. ; 

The theatre not opening fo foon as' was expeft- 

edy I had leifure to vifit, and bo vifited by, what 

the world generally denominate friends ; that is, 

thofe who niU entertain you a^ long a* you are 

"^03 amuling, 
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.amuling, and are tbe fatbion ; but tbe motnetit 
ftern advedity throws her contemptuous robe <fvcr 
you, they no longer-arc your friends. Like the 
poor fequeftered ilag, lb pathetically de&ribed by 
Shakiperc *, " Thefc velvet friends abandon you. 
" The carelefs herd, full of the pafluce, jump 
*' along by you, and never {lay tb f^rcet i poor 
" and broken bankrupt." On the contrary, they 
join in the cry againft you, and ac«ufe yooof 
faults you never committed, in order to exculc 
thcmfelves from aflilling you; . 

It has often excited my wondci^, *hen I Have 
refleftei how much tile Wordyi^si^rjt'ir'abuliEdi 
and hf^w it is praftituled in' its' application, by , 
thofe who are unsequainted With itt meaning: 
Since a<lvetfity has vifitcd mc, I' haVe ft<eqaeht^ 
found thbfe, ^boint I have always thoi^(iit tor fee 
endtywed wi^- the nwft ' rofinod and libcrlt 'fimti» 
mefht^ to be ais ready to Avbtd th«. jterfbiK thoy 
onc6 KSo&td to adiMre,' and htid with faotet* 
iions of' regard, te tte fisrvile herd: and I em 
^kh tfttth affirm, ttnt taBeng fbe nmiben I for' 
meHy bad it in my po^ie to obli^e^ { nev^ mdt 
with a grateful return but from one gentiimnii^ of 
\i/hofe gratkade I fliail give youan accowit ih my 
future Idtters. Wa9 I to- menfcon to yon' foifae 
very ixtraordilwry iritence's Which I Mn it in 

'■ * A« Yd* l3ti Ht AA I; 'Swrtc j: ' ■ ' 
my 
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my power, to 4°> fomeof my formej. mminal 
fricr.ds wpuld nqt be very w^l pleafed at the dif-, 
clofure. But they njiay fleep in qiiiet. My in- 
juries, however irritaFing, Ihall not impel me to 
difturb their pe^ce, if peace (;aii ever find a place 
ia >.[> ufigrateful mind- 
Yet why fhould I expeft to be exempted from 
the natural confcq,uences qf imprudciice, anddif- 
trcfj ? — Neglcft 9nd cenfure conftantly qttend the 
depreifive t|Urii of Fortujie's vheel.— Ji ever was^ 
and ever will be fo. — How juft aijid exemplary is 
the proof my beloved and often quoted, author 
gives ui of t;his human d^ra^vjty, in his '" Tiiuon 
" of Athens • !" 

" A» we do twm our bacljs 
*' Froip our ^oc^ipauiua thrown into t^e grave, 
" So his iamiliari from his, buiied fortunei 
" Slui^lc all away) leaving.their felfe vo(ys'wi(h him, 
•' Like empty piirfes pick'd. Whi!ft 'mpcor Self, 
•* A dedicated beggar to the air, * 

** With hia difeafe ttfall-fliuntv'd poverty, '■ 
" Walk'd, like Contempt, alone. 'f 
As I am upon this topic, let me a<H, tfiat the 
many favours for which I am indebted to thofe, 
■whofc humanity has induced them to afford me 
relief fince diftrefs has come upon nib, arc deeply 
imprinted on my memory j and'the imprelBon, I 

• AS IV. Scene Ilr . - 

C 4 mift, 
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troft, will never be eradicated. Whilft I am cora- 

' demaing ingratitude in others, I would not vnth 
to be guilty of it myfclf. I woujd therefore here 
leturn tny moft gratefut acknowledgments for the 
jiumeTous fevours 1 have received, not only from 
many noble perfonages, whofe virtues add luftre 
to their bigli rank, but tikcvrife to the commun'itj 
to which I formerly belonged. To them I Oiall 
always efteem myfelf greatly indebted, and allure 
thetn it will Ije the higheft bappinefs I can expe- 
rience, if ever I have an opportunity to evince, my 
gratitude. 

Bat to return. — Mr, Rich produced, this rea(<)n, 
a moft foperb Reprefcntation of a Coronation, in 
the hiftorical plays of Shaklpere, And in order 
to prevent the principal performers from refuijng 
to appear in the proceflion, be propofed walking 
in it himjelf, as Queen's Chamberlain. Unfortn- 
iiKly, however, he was taken ill at the laft re- 
hearfal, ^and never had the plcafuie of feeir^- the 
grand pageant he had fpared no expcnce to render 
^ magnificent as polBble. As I performed in 
moft of the plays, and walked as Queen every 
niglit, ] had very little Icifure to pay any attentioa 
to my domcftic affairs. I left the cojiduA of my 
faoiufe entirely to my own maid, having no doubt 
of her honefly ; and foppofing the weekly vouchers, 
Ihe brougbt me in a fufficient check upon her* 

• '' " A* 
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Aslmajr not have occasion to mention Mr, 
Ricb ^y more, 1 mil ~ here entfer&in jou with i 
flieatrical' anecdote rd^ive to a pupil of hiif 
ii4uch exhibits aJcnte fo trnly Jaiighable and ri- 
diculouG, that- 1 am fare it will not' prove dif<' 
j^fing to ytfti. ' ' ' ' 

I>niing the initiation' of MifiR. White, Mr. 
O'Brien,' of Dralry-itaic Theatre, gave her feme 
inftrttflioM how tb perflmn With propriety the 
chaniACr of Sylvii, in the Recruiting Officer. 
One day, as he was thus employed, obfervingti&at 
the young kdy mifconceivcd hif dlredionsi and 
tofAtedia pafflkge very- impropcflj^, He toW her 
the. ought to c»nfid«r rt»f dit part fhe was fpeak- 
ing'Wias irftirtntbefii, and requifcd a difFereiit tone 
of voice, and a' greater degree of volubility, than' 
theicft ofthe fontMice; 

"A JUarmthtfii!" Wvi Mils While, " whM»8 
" that?" Mrs. White, who liappened-tobe pre- 
ftnti'li^ring this qucflion «f her daughter's, and 
blaflBng'that ihe Ihould that betray her ignonitce, 
inftantly broke out into the' fbliowifig polite and' 
ftnflble cxclatnation ? " O ! what an infernal' 
*' ItBib'of'an aftrcfs wilt you mikcj : What, not 
" kftow the meaning of /r««(/«? Why, prentice> 
•' ■ Ma'am, is the plural ntiinber of prentices, G, - 
** ]^a-'U make the devil of an adre& !" 

C \s In. 
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la fhe' montb of Fcbniuy, tho.^rcdjtof, «ho 
would oot$gn my^et^r'of ^(incei cAllqi iifiefl 
foe, and requefied -that I WDuI«l Sive hAabonA 
and judgment for ^ nUinoy ] owed her. ' She 
pledged, in fuppott ef her r«i|<ie^, that it ^as t 
large fam, and tn cafe of my death, - my fnmiturt^ 
plate, JScc, wonldfecupcitrtober. A* I-fnUy In- 
tended to dilchatge (t'BS iopo asp^^ble,' I fAU-^ 
icnted to hcireqnefi, i;i|>on conditMH tbaC Itw fc- 
curity might be given for no j^orMr % tcftf. tbali 
a year. I accordii^ly caUed, iopn afcer, M tlia 
person's houf^, andbaTing read tb£ Jmc/, which 
waG ftiputated for the time mentioned, I £^cd. it ; 
but, being in haltc, I veiy in^jrsdcBtly emitMd 
feeing whether the judgment was of l^e Itme-date. 

In a fhort tifne after, I reeeived a letter from 
the woman, informing met ^at (Ue ft»uft>hav* 
iiOnTediate payuac^-of l^c whojelneiwy, Vr*lfc 
(he wdald; put thejodgnacmhi fp?ce 3g»fitift 
me. 'Alarmed at fofih .a dreadful th}«iit,.^i{knpi^ 
not what conrfe to take. Mr. Diggos, being 
much cmbarrafled in his a&aiis, had a£'cct)ted?ef 
an invitation to return to Edinbufigh, whtife h^ 
was a.great ifavouiite; a»d>tbere Jae i^ndqit va 
continue, till I coqldget my aiFai^-fct^d,%t(icft 
his piefence greatly jjfi^ded, as th(.fc ipMflns^ 
who were wiUin^to. affift lOte,. did adt carf^.to^do 
it while he was with me. 

• ' As 
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At I ba^ npt enjl^^iiBd an; apprcfieitfipm 
-^i:;^ tliis f re4Jtor, 1 h^ g^d Qiaay of l)er?> ATliom 
Mr. Cmctoft had p9i%tf d put .3^ .beyjg in iottjf- 
i^r^flt circumftanccs. But this woman being 
opulent, and always profeffing the grcatcft fricnd- 
fhip and regard for mc, I did not fuppole Hie 
would proceed to' violent mtafuree. 1 however 
ODW ^{<:ofpndf that I had put myfelf in the 
power of one of the tvarfl of women : a wooian, 
who thought nothing wrong that would produce 
money. I had heard, indeied, tliat her character 
was doubtful ; but, as fhe had never given me the 
Icaft hint which couM aulhorize fufpicion, I ima- 
gined the report iprang from ill-nature. 1 had, 
notwithftanding, r^fon.to alter my opinion. As 

fte was not only a lace-woman, but dealt in 
every article ncccflary for a lady's toilet, it was 
not doing her any injufticc to fuppofe ladies of 
eafy virtue frequented her houfe ; but, upon an 
explanation of her fentiments, I faw I had every 

-thing to dread. It is not improper here to rCr 
mark, as it was the means of my gaining a fuit, 

-vriuch'&c afterwards inftituted agaiiift me for the 
recovery of the money, that, in a letter fhe fent 
me, fliE informed me that the bond was for ayear, 

•but Ac judgment for a- month. And her brother, 
to Doake the letter more forcible, fwore by his 

-Maker, that they hati bit me. Through this ex- 
C 6 preffipn, 
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prdTion, snd tbe paljwl^e deception which hatE 
-been caadc nle of upon the occafion, I was en»- 
hM to triumph over fiich- » dangerout opponent; 
6. A. Ik 
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Aug. 14, 17— 

JVllL Calcafe feeing one ereningjK the repre- 
fcnt^on of" Zara," the uncommen applaufe I 
met wilh revived his paflion, and induced him 
to make nle of every method hs cQuId devife to 
bring about a reconciliation; Having watched 
me one Sunday, he came up to me in Derby- 
court, and e«melUy entreated that I would &vonr 
him with half an hour's convcrfation. Upon my 
refufal, be begged that, if I would not be recon- 
ciled to him, I would attend to a propofat he had 
to make mc, which would accommodate the dif- 
;^reeable affair relative to the diamonds. This 
alfo I refufcd to do, alllirii^ him, at the lame 
time, that I would not hold any $:orrefponde0ce 
with him whatever. 

Upon this he went to a tavern, the comer of 

York-ftieet, and I really believe I received iwwUy 

letters from him in a ihort time. Fiodii^ me - 

ftill inflexible, he fem Nurfe Carter to mc ; t^ 

perfcmt ' 
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|ieribn.T bavo mentioned before, who lived with- 
ne many yeartt and branght up all my childrenv 
This good' woman, he knew, had gicat influence 
vver mc, and tbere&re he nan in hopet flie would- 
Kmovc my prepofibffiont. Bur they were to»- 
deeply rooted ; particularly aa he had offered roe f 
frefh infuhi by gettii^a friend' to' dellrer me a< 
HMfiitge; (rf'an.eztFMidiiwry nature, jnft after vtf 
zetnin from Ireland. "Fbis aggravation of hi* 
injonea wilitbs fiiHy nplaincd' in' thelctter al& 
readybinted at, which I-HiM give yon, by-way of 
Appendix, to my "Apology;" as I was Aen 
oUi^ GO fu[^rcft the pmblication*of-i>, for re*- 
fitna affigncd in tibefcproper place. - 

Nuiie . Carten eaecolcdi her commttGcM whk - 
great fidelity to her en^Ioyer. And at Iaft,-w<sari^ 
fld out withiher impartunttietT I told'her, that, if 
Mr. Calcndc^woold write me hi* propofafa ' of ao- 
eommodadon, or fendihisoittOTRey to me, I WooM ' 
bear wbat they were, and conddlt^ Mr. Cnetok 
upon, the, profmety ro£ accqitit^^'dlcmr. He ac- 
cordingly (entthem byone> of tois clerki: T&ey 
sMtaincd the fbUowmg articles: That 'he wooM - 
give me moiwy to pay off- Mr. Sparks's - bond fea 
four hnndred pounds-: ThatfatwoaW) compro*- 
-tti£E sU my debts>'with'my creditors, if I would 
■ooofont: to!go.id}n>»EtiU jtwasdone, as none of' 
them iFonti accept of Ids tbao-tbe wbole of their 
I demand 
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tifiwaftd i*ltUA I yr»E.upoe tlU) iftatt Ali4i UMy, 
Jic vould grant mc an A^ieied^' utnui^ of one 
JMAdrod poundi , .w)ud>^w#li tbe twenty pounds 
fxaplvs of tb# filmier,.' he ^i4> wovlil CJttH': job 
W Jiv« ia HniiMi, or FnoK, ttJl the affair w» 
foiflifti. '-^^ 

3^^Wg jCDQ&^d Mr. OacjiDft upon tjie filb^ 
jfjt, I vi«tt to Mr,. SctdriiB, SouDt, iwlto Mil iuus 
ift PyliflgiBofi'Aract, uifomang hiinidac.I.'vroiild 
ancc^ rf luB iclient'fl p«i(ioialf . -That ^ntkm^, 
ftPQorijiagly, waited Ufoa me with ihe bo^idxf 
HSjBuitf ^i the additionfU hundred a lyear, v^ifch 
xm iAfrnftitD )KnxbQbs(.mwQod,£iq;i«rf' B^oad- 
fireet, winc-mqrciiM^t,.* -pantiux iwUh j^Ionnoitt 
Mi'Cp. •Mr.Saiiin* atJriw^frKic tiau, biougbt 
Wi^ -Sfin). 4 [gflwftal jr^nfe i&>r no . to £gh ; bw 
4iJ6, W anLluiacA qi»D>ihe .Mvifed nis hot to do. 
As I CQoJd noti boitsscr, Inveju^ legal demand 
dipw) ^)^f.-Qd«»ft, tbe-fnit with 'Mf.'Sav-y cda- 
:4v<>>lt9tbet'fprtluir:Juirmi£}r^ing ifi^ .pehdi^sl 
dqii^ned lipAiiejasuaz^ ooa^wBt %iv^n. lif on ow 
.noiQti, and figaol die mkafe. Hxring ^iij^fed 
•of ^ JifiQidi'ed a ^iidar. out «f ^the^ fonnor aniuauy 
■jl^ ajyiAt^fftfi 4mi funfsfes, tiH cbeifiiriL.whicfa I ha|^ 
.i;6ceiv9d ttould tit [cf)aid,'.Hitfai$%^aaiids 4)e- 
£desj-^]j )WinB;ilm(^iQbfeffired, it .is: nax iakK 
'li^fp^d-th^t l^ £gnnngi^.icl0B&.I giNeatie- 
HceiptjT^r H^jKMilutJUiiGto.diipoie of. XTlie 
1 rclcafc 
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The fame evening the deeds, wwc figned* I Sm 
off ipr' Hamcii,^ my way to HoUaanl. I l^e 
esHrtaddoinfoitti yo«, tb^t i^en Aegpav^rfit- 
tibn:! faidlt^ld inthniyHgoiniil (omrifi fredliDpr, 
hem oritkh I obtained a kaowledge f»f ^ pur-t 
t>ofes> i iodifccfet^ Uit sb^ bevie, 9it4 Wt!Pt,{|) 
nf mother^ ia ficeffer^^OKct ; tevii^i&ft ;&i)| 
myiifditB to Aldcnnao CmctcA'ft is «,f«ct»Hy few 
bh ddrt. The iecimpailion of tiy journey ww 
Mtfe-BcttyGAbn, Mioibnd ^c«n-l|ft Oa.-u a-l0t 
gacr% ilner p-adfttHiT, {kaUeyfGOifeeA Aft faM 
iritettBas vtcn nthnr^wetkr kiid Ac ^t»3 J&lde 49 
^:a(jney:«D'mniy/d0^iiing^f>tafQQ(tvbQ'folMfr4 
btr, &at cdebnotid (rid geolkiNn, CDofigBcd faiy 
to my care; and he left all his ^rahd-cbtldira U 
{^pai& <t»i*liff<n»t'.>txlriatis. A .Ina. lOf-Mrs. 
SnAh,- rvthota-liiaivc-fymtrlj menlisaed) Ifeiag 
i.'ifi]fg«if»,-ii;fcttt got Jriin..to/oflacijiic li» . a *i^- 
faMbt/irTliis ymm^ -man Ukewi& ^ceoa^3ttte4 

my flight. 

(--Mfhbn9ra.^otrto^ifarwich, the wind being ccoi* 
tfar^f^^iweicweiis'ipivvaittediromtfaifidg^rtinid ai^t 
iiMUQifq^rdKnfireayfl^ia^iiHtud:!)^ ^myinficBti- 
ble creditor, I thought it prudent :tiiL.'go:1io-Manf 
ningtree, a village at fome diftance from Harwich, 
to rpmaia 'there ijll the wind changed. My be- 
_; j-j. '•■■■"■■•■ ' 'ncfit 
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Mditwas to be on the Mbndity foUowii^/ wliiih 
VrovXA. render it inipoffible tokeaft' my d^artum 
in^ loiiger a litrct. 

fiie Thurfdify eiftning, at we Wert at'ftjpjxft-^ 
We hcarct^achaife and four enter the inn) and pie-' 
ftndy, tomy infinite fur^iriHev Mr. Dirges made 
falir ipii^elrance: Tttis', ycu may be sSmtA,'ins 
flot' ibt nAbft- a^eiEable rttKtmtre^.- Ht^ appeared 
tti'be gFMtfy enraged, and infiftU an. my t#o cotii<r 
i(ietnK>(is retaming toLondoni and on'myunme-- 
diatcly getting' faito another ch»le> and . qtittting 
the ■ houfe. I was fo twrified by th© violence of 
^\9 rempefi-tbat I conlentcd to hir injii£tionls, on 
conditiAil that he did not carry me to Eclinborgh. 
I*tuidf6mc how or other taken an 'nnKConntablft^ 
wrerfion to thar |rfacet;"but withoatboingabletdJ 
aflign any reafonfor it:- 

We'^cravdlcdy fide-byfidc, notin'-tbe-hefttem-' 
per with escAl others widiont vporfuing anyfiitd' 
nratejand'whcn'wc amredatGuabridgek I bad' 
fttih. canfe of diftre^. Some rfayminp Cantab bad ' - 
defaced the window* of the ino, whejc we pnc' 
up,' with fome lines in' my finour;. One .^ tbefe,- 
%ned br Mr. Bullock:, an admirer o£>mtt>»t..«f 
whofe attacbmeat Ibare given : yon aa Accon&tt i 
was as'ibllowi^: 

Let Jove Ills Juno and iii(|^e&rboa&,> 
Ctampaigtic's my winej aad StUaity my tdatt'. '■ 
Tim 
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Tbis added fuel to the flame which was already 
blazing in bis bofom. And, as " Trifles light as 
" air, are to the jealous, confiiiLation fttong, bs 
" proofs of holy writ*,'* he tbotight he bad 
found f^lh reafon to accufe me of levity. 

But bis attention was in fome meaJore taken 
off from thcfe diiquiet thoughts by an anexpeded 
incident. Taking vp a news-paper which lay ia 
the room, I obfcrved in it an advertifemsnt, which 
was too particularly pointed, for me todonbttbat 
- ic related to myfclf. It ran thns ; '* If the lady, 
" who left a near relation's on fuch a day, with 
" a young genllewoman and gentleman, wiH rc^ 
" turn; that relation has in ' poflelTion a larger 
" depolit than will ferve to accommodate the di{^ 
*' ^reeabte affair wluch occafionedlicr to kave 
** London.'* 

Upon reading this intelHgence, I infifted oh 
immediately returning back to London. To 
which Mr. I^gges confilntcd. Bat when we got 
to Edmonton, he determined to leare me tbere, 
and go to the capitaf by hhnrelf, ro enquire into 
the circumflances of the affair; He acaordingty 
fet out, wbilftlplcafed myfelf with the hopes- of 
being there as &on u him. Bnt, upon my or^ . 
dfering a poft-chaHc, the man of the hoafe in- 
formed me, that he had KcsiredpofitiT'edireftteRa. 

» OthieUo, Aflin. Scene VIL 
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irooiTthe gentIenian.aotrto let ipe have a carriage, 
nor-cvcij fHfi«[ me.tO; Iwve tlie bgufe. Eatience 
was my only refource ; (bo»g^,. 1 own, I, cannot 
coBftiwt4(ui»Uyi TOikfi that vir^uj: my bpall. 

When my. good. nw> rctMriwd, hp informed 
me, that my, (pottter was. to tnr^id at- ray not ' 
iomjng tjaqk bofore, fiij^pofing I louft ltilY,e feeij 
the adver^ementi . t)iat ihf h^d detcrininqd to re- 
fund the t^oncy dcpofited. ii> b£r bapds ; ajid to 
fell the furniture of ray hojiTe, ii). order to pay 
Mrs. Jordani niy raUliner, who vn$ Iicj ia;ijfnatq 
fipejod. I entreated Mx. ]i)i^s.tofuirei-m): to gp 
to ipy mother, thai J raiglu tiy to prevail, upon 
her to alter he; reibLoiion-; but my entreatiei 
jvere igieffeftuaL Nx>tvitb)^nding the -vexation 
i felt at the bme frqin this, obftinate refufal, I 
muft do bim the juftice to fay, that I bpUeve kf 
was iiiflwnqed by oootbfsr oiptivfi tl^n pure- re- 
gard. Ije hfd «t^j^ged tp go. b^k to. Scotlan,d^ 
lie bid lijcewfe great tnfo^ to %)po(e,, that, 
inm his being foLi^uph-involved. be Ihould not 
}}c able to uutfinif e in- (.opdoQ, ]!ho);dd he, break 
that eqgageittent. Bcfides,- {t was ixatujal for 
'l»im to condipde, tbU tho <}cpf>&t. vas ctfiditional^ 
lodged ii^th(ny.£apthqri t^fJifituK pf aiir attach- 
xpfnt^bcvBg vnl^own. A)^ thefe reafoos indnce4 
Jumtoioiifton-aijfij^ingwilbhia)* * 

We 
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W« than onoe more fef ont, witbiout h*»ing 
infT&jxd placed to go to. Wlien we goEto fifar- 
ton Mills, an inn on the Worwich road', I- was 
taken very iti. Here lie left me, andVent agatri 
to iLondon ; V betieve, to enqak« \vhethQr mjr 
mother had carried her threats intb ewecntion; 
and be found the had dbne it immediueiy. I wai 
now kit lit a vary difagreeablbfltnatioh'; nnd, for 
lti« firfl time in my life, was apprtheRfive of 
knowing the want of mon^ tbr my prelent esi- 
genci«sV All my wardrobe had bean pot on boRr3 
the pBCM|uet< at Harwich, Co that 1 hadi no apparel 
vti^ me but fr few ihifts, my nigbMrefa, aad 
the enivetiing hahitl'hM en. To psy my es^ 
peaces if^en Fgot to Holland, I had. procured 
biJk and tetters o* credit from Mr. Celley/afc.. 
dcqttftinftUKS of my mother^, upon- merriianta at 
AnWttrp awd The Hague, at which places' I ii*^ 
ivMliftd^^.fiftil^up nty r^coee altenuwely. BW 
tkt^ Were flow"*? no fervfce to-me. 

In Ais SiaxAim, we titrned' owr herfe» bex<}s 
iowarcNthe North; amFvi4ien we came to Preft- 
ion, in Lancafbrre, Hie money I h«d Wii^ -ine 
4nB- nearPy expended. Nothmg was now' to 'be 
Jone batfwr Nir.D^geytogo on'toEditibtegW. 
-Tbi9 lie dM, leaving, me «t -a vilt^e, the na^ df 
■whirfi I have forgot, about twenty miles fhort df 
fi ■■ it J 
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it ; aa I had inlifled on his not taking me to that 

place, agreeable to the promife he had made mc. 

In two days after be left me, a poft-cliaifc came 
to convey me on to the Grafs Market, as the 
driver told me. This I fuppofcd to be s town 
which was called by that name, and accordingly 
went with htm. When I arrived at an ion in 
the Market, a wonMn waited for mc, of a raoft 
cxtraprdinary figure. She was very lufty; had 
'been handfom^ ; was intoleraUy dirty ; had on a. 
Dutch cap, with a plaid round her Ihoulders ; 
and was without Hays. She informed me, in the 
Scotch accent, that her name was Molly Kerfhaw, 
a p^cular friend, of my fpeufe's, and that ihe 
ume to conduA me to my apartments. I tpIJ 
ker, I hoped they were not in Edinburgh. She 
<^clai«d, they, wei^ not, but at Mifs CooUkoiieVt 
a peribn who was genteel as well a»- mjfi/^ 
though ihe, took in phun-woik. She aequaitUieif 
Hie, that ihc had ordered dinner at the inn v/hetf 
we were^ particularly a very fioe turitt, which fhe 
dwelt much upon. I had but littb; sppetite at 
aay time ■„ and indifpoftion, fatigue, and &etti^ 
luuLnot incieafed it. But, to my great furprize^ 
. ^pbca fbc bqaftcd dinner ;^peared, the very iRiie 
Uisbot -proved to be a lacge ^ece of ccar& thprn- 
-baeJt.. ,,:■,.■ 

Between; 
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Between Gx and fevcn o'clock io the erening, 
a coach came to convey me to my aputtnents ia 
the Cannon Gate. When wc arrived, after hav- 
ing moQDted three pair of flairs, the gronnd-floor 
of which was a chandler's fhop, I - waa intro- 
duced to thcgenietl Mirs Goulftonc. This hdy 
appeared to be an old maid of abotit (ixtjr years of 
age, and looked as if fhe had been fmohe-dried. 
She was. the very counter-part of the old woman 
in " Rule a Wife and have a Wife." 

The found of mullc now reached my ears. 
Upon my enquiring from whence it came, I'wa* 
anfwcred, from the theatre, which was direftly 
oppofitc. From this I learnt, that the Cannon 
Gate, where the coach had fct me down, was the 
{idjorbs to the city of Edinburgh, into wliich I 
had thus, through my ignorance of the country, 
, been decbyed, I no fooncr made the difcovcry 
than 1 took a pair of fcilEirs, and cat my hair off, 
quite clofe to my bead, to prerrnt my being foU- 
citcd to appear in public. 

The piece which was performing was the *' Beg- 
*' gai^s Opera," in which my gentleman a6ted 
Mapheatli, a part he was cfteenicd very capital In. 
Aiter the opera, he haftencd to me, when he in* 
ibrnied me, that the Englilh papers having an- 
nounced ray abfcnce, it was conjcilurcd, that the 
new-comer at Mifs CoulAonc's was the very fu- 
gitive 
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;^ha-i}ci[t 4sy. Mr- 'E»tce, joint ;propri«tor:6f 
the :B4i4)burgh thfHtK with Mr.jDaufiHiT^vul 
a&i^ twtnaee^..fKqiiainted iMc Qiggcs^.lhat .it 
Would-be ufclEfs'to 'opcni.ttie.d«pi9,.iunJa&jfae 
feiild intbaCe me'tottppQW. upcn .: tiicir ' fiige. , 'I 
i:oilld.nbtifpi&l)l]r concsive bow mjriairiiaLxQaid 
bc' fo<&«a>diiitD«etcd. - For^ to preveoi : sUfaSpi- 
cion, it was 'not to .be <Icnonm that .■Mr..DiBgB« 
)ltdiatr(cn<)«d me di>wn,.aDd.hei\ns:toircfide at 
hifrcfwn lodgings. 

'Ow jtoumcy bad.lMcaiaxfenlire. I.'iisdAbBt . 
littic money l«ft„ittui :Mr. D^gBs.lcfs;-:fi»rtlMt 
bSSa-Lbad vptm Holland anre-of no -lift tome 
here. la^this Jabiation,. titerewas-no othetalteTf 
natiYe but myemfamnetgtoiMc^Babtsfs jwhhcti. 
Tbe Ibfk of my hairvwas tbe*£^ealeii bartoiny 
appeaiukcc. However, for: the: £ril tame, I-had 
i:«conrfe to fi^e ; .and, as: X had not even nee^- 
lies, I was obliged to have.cloatbi made at a great 
czpence. fint my ^fijooefS'-vasiajiuich- beyond 
«xpc£tatioii, that Iiwai very nrell enabled to,;do 
this, Cunolity indoced famUies ; to- cotao ^na 
all parts of ithe coontry. 

The'foUowitig-rpTDl<^tt written by-Mr; Cur- 
oiinghun^ whefenKTit has entitled bim'to a place ' 
■ among 
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amoflgthe pMtsof'Oftat'firtaln, w»*fpcrittii'bjr 
Mr. DiggtJ tspttti thcocdfioh. 

lA^tty iap, ■wli«"cfr6r'nraj'i manltod, 
the fifene-Var OnrfiirM,- ariJ the- ftage cftiifiti'd. 

eid >e^udke gf ew f)MupH-4roop>du.«id <^d. , 

Merit frotD'fMidioa'inBfl deduce h^ datCf 

If Ae'd arrive.-at a'mcridiaiifaMghti 

From&b^k/n ii the EiigUlli'lhge become 

Equal to Atbetit, and above old Rooie, 

If from that flage, an aftrefs fill'd with fean, 

New to this northern fccne, to-night appcan. 

Intent— bo we'er nneqnal to the Sight, 

To hit— what Critics call— the i^j right ; 

Me'bu9d«itbtoB)reuri!Aer^ * fendapiplMile, 

But timidly to you fubnitt her- caufe : 

For tafte rcfin'd may ac judicial lit 

Here, as 'Ihe found her in an Englilh Pit. 
Your plaudit Oiufl remove the ibangci's feu ; 

The Ibni of Giintui are the leafi &ver«. 

Some &vour from the fair Ihe's Cure td find ; 

So fwKt a circle cannot hut he kind. 

Then to your candid ^roi^ge fbcll tnilt, 

And hopes you gracious— aa ^e-know you juft. 

During iDyfeftcKcv^n-toIit^tuid, thi».gen<- 
tleman complimented me with the following poe> 

* LoadoD. 
■ ' tical 
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tical fragment, about the time he produced a lit-, 
tic piece of two z&», called " Love in a Mift," 
or " The Lafs of Spirit 1" whidi was performed 
at theThcatrc-Royal, Smock-Alley, feveral nights, 
and met.widi a very favourable reception. Upon 
my arrival at Edinburgh, be conftituted a part of 
(hat company ; whea he wrote the forgoing Pro- 
logue. Though Mr. Canningbam's abilities as 
an afior, from his extreme diffidence, were but 
moderate, yet tbe produftions of his Mufe enti- 
tled him to rcfpeft. 

*A FRAGMENT. 

Fart of a Poem written on Mib Bellaht, when ia 
Dublin. 

-From flavilh nilcs, mechanic forms, unty'd, 
She foare, with Ikcred Nature for her guide. 
The fmile of peace— -the wildnefs of <Iefpair— 
The Mt'amg figh — the foul-diflblving tear ; 
Each maj;ic charm the boafted Oldlield knew, 
Enchanting Bellamy 1 reWvet in you. 

'Ti* thine, refimds, the fuperior art, 
To fearch the foul, and trace the various heart; 
With native force, wjth unaflWied cafe, 
To form the yielding paCons ai you pleafe 1 
• BsU'i PtMtt, CoBaingbani, page 80. 
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etdtBixon'i * charms, by nielod}r imprefl, 
Maygemly touch the fong^enamour'd breaft ; 
But tMnfieot rapture* anA ««Hd-*he wouild. 
Where the light arrow it cenveyV) by-firand'! 
Or fhauld + MecUel in langai ft ing advance. 
Her limbi dif[rfay'd in eT'i-y maze of<bnce, 
(The foul untouch'd) ihc captivatethc fight ; » 

But breaching wit with judgmeat mnft unite, y 

To give the maa of rcafon uncoafin'il delight. J 

In looluQg over my papers lately, I found the 
following pretty Paftoral, which he wrote in my 
praife. Though it is only addreSed; in the true 
paftioral ftyle, ta PhilUs ; yet the copy of it, in his 
' own hand- writing, from wliich this is tranfcribed, 
and which I received from him, denotes for 
whom the compliment \vas iatended. 

PHILLIS- A Pastorau 
I. 
1 faid— on the banka by tlie ftream, 

I've pip'd fur the ihepherds too long ; 
Oh grant me, ye Mufei, a tVnie, 

Where glory may brighten my fong ! 
But Pan bade me ftick ta my Urain, 

Nor leflbna too lofty rebeaife, 
Ambition bcfite not ■ fwain, 

And Phillia loves pailord vcrfc. 
* A lady celebrated for finging. . • 

4- Adancer then in Smixk-ALley Theatre. 

TOl. IT. . d' ir. The 
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ir. 

The raCe has ■ beautiful red ; 

But faded to Phillis's bloom : 
Tlie breeze from the bean-floifer bed 

To her breath's but a feeble perfume* 
The dew-drop fo limpid and gay. 

That loofe on the violet Iic«, 
(Tho' brighten'd by Phxebu»'» ray) 

Want! luAre compar'd to her eyc>. 

. HI. 
The li^ I pluck'd in full pride, 

It'i frenmefa with her*) to compare j 
And faolifhly thoughli till I tried. 

The flow'ret was equally fair* 
How, Corydon, could you miilake } 

Your ^ult be with ferrow confeft ; 
You faid the white fwani on the lake 

Fof fbftaeft might rival her breail. 

IV. 

While thus I went on in her praife. 

My Pbitlis pals'd fportive along; 
Ye Poets, I covet no bays, 

She fmil'd — a reward for my fong. 
I find the God Fan 's in the right. 

No fame 't like the fair one's aj^laufe, 
And Cupid mv& crown witb delight 

I'he Ibephcrd that ttngs in bis caulj!. 
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The feafon being far advanced, eight niglits 
were to be the limited number of my performing, 
and the laft was to be for my benefit. The morn- 
ing of that day I was arrcfted by the creditor who 
had been the occalion of my indifcrcet Hight from 
London. I was, however, foon fct at liberty, the 
caption being againft the laws of Scotland, which 
allow fome days notice to debtors before they can 
be taken. 

Upon tills occalion, the fir{l lawyers in the 
kingdom were volunteers in my caufe ; particu- 
larly Mr. Montgomery, the prefent Chief Baron, 
and tlie Dean of the Faculty. It at length -came 
to tri^d ; and the letter I formerly mentioned was 
jjFdduced, from which it plainly appeared, tliat 
the fecurity was fraudulently obtained. And tlie 
courts oi jufllct in Scotland being at the fame 
time courts of equity, a verdict was given in my 
favour. Having thus defeated the iniquitous de- 
ligns of my creditor, ihc confcnted to receive licr 
debt by inftalments of two hundred pounds a year. 
After this iny other' creditors, particularly Mr. 
Alderman Cracroft and Doftor Baillie, to whom 
I was indebted in confiderable fums, joined in re- 
commending me to that perfonal proteftion 
which they knew was to be had in Scotland. 

As good frequently fpriiigs from evil, this mif- 

foitunc feemcd to be the means of procuring me 

Da the 
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tile attention and civility I met with, in fo emi- 
nent a degree, during my residence in this king- 
dom. In particular, it procured me the happinefs 
of being admitted into the family of Mr, Mont- 
gomery, upon the moft intimate footing, of which 
1 fliall always have the moft grateful fenfe. The 
moft attached patronefles I had, bcfides thofe of 
the Montgomery family, which were numerous, 
were the Duchefs of Douglas, and the Mifs 
Ruthvens, the eldeft of whom foon married Mr. 
Elpliinftone. The latter were partial to me to a 
degree of enthufiafm. Lady Ruthvcn Ukewlfc 
honoured mc with hier fupport. 

The enfuing feafon I was to have a third of 
the profits, witli two benefits ; and Mr. Diggcs a 
weekly falary. As Mr. Calcraft feemrd to think 
that Scotland was abroad, he regularly paid my 
late granted annuity to Mr. Speediman, proprietor 
of the ftomachic pills in the Strand. Mr. Digges 
now took a houfe at Bonnington, a very pleafant 
village, near Edinburgh. Our fucccfs at the 
theatre was very great, and we couid have fayed 
money, had not the debts my gentleman had con- 
trftcd, upon account of the perfon he formerly 
lived with, embarrafled him greatly. 

About this time I was much furprized to re- 

cfcivc a letter from Mr. Balhrd, treafurcr of Co- 

vent-Garden theatre^ containing a demand for a 

4 capital 
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capital fum. He informed me, that Mr. Rich's 
executors had made him account for the falary, 
paid me three years before, duting the fhiitting of 
the houfe, upon account of thedemife of one of 
the female branches of the Royat Family. My 
agreement was annual, and Mr, Rich had ex- 
prefsly ordered ttw-treaftuer iMt- to make any de- 
duction for that vacation. But as Mr. Ballard 
bad not taken the order in writing, lie was liable 
to pay itj Aal had received tlie money, I could 
by no means confent that he ft>puld^ refund it. 
Common, honefty. required, la my idsai.tliat he 
ihould not bethe fuffcrer. I tliereforc wrote to 
Aldennan Cxaccoft,. deliring.he would ffttk it, as 
well as he could, to the fatisfaftjon of the tvcafurcr. 
At tliis period my mother, .tog«tlwr witli all my 
panphemaiia, wbich was reigm^d/rora Holland, 
fcnt down to me a young, gentlewoman that, (he 
imagined, would make fome iigjure upon the (lage. 
Her name was Wordley. Shs had an uncommon 
flow of fpiritS) and had received a more liberal 
education than is ufually beftowcd on EngHfh wo- 
men in the middle line of life. Her father was- 
fieward to the Earl of Powyst and he had Ipared 
no pains to cultivate the mind of this daughtei, 
who was his favourite, and whofe geniui led her 
to receive his inftruftions with pleafurc. So ac- 
complilhed a young wcMoan wasto be confiderod 
D 3 as 
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as a valuable acquisition, as well as doing honour 
to my mother's recommendation. I tlicrefoic 
requeft^ her to take up her rcfidcnce at Bon- 
nington. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Auguftii, 17— 

W PDN looking forward to the number of in- 
cidents it will bo needful yet to relate, to give you a 
perfefl view of this checquercd life of mine, and to 
let the world into thc^«rr«_ofthofeadtions which 
in many inftances have drawn upon me utime- 
ritetJ cenfure; I fee they will much exceed the 
bounds I imagined, when I firft fat down to re- 
cord them. — Circumftance grows from circum- 
ilaiice — and rccolleftion receives additional vigour 
from the esercife of it — I therefore cannot help 
being apprehenfive, that, notwithflanding the af- 
furances you have fo often given me to the con- 
trary, the relation of them will prove tedious to 
you. — This apprehenfion, however, will be a curb 
to me, and prevent me from inferting any inci- 
dents that are not immediately conducive to the 
purpofes for which I entered upon it; namely, to 
faHsfy your curiofity, and to endeavour to remove 
thufe 
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thofe prejudices the public have imbibed againlt 
me, Jrom not itiewing the whole af my fiory, Aad 
I fliail of courfe make my digrcflions as ftiort and 
unfrequent as poflible. 

Mr. Digges did every thing in his power to 
make me happy. He indulged rae with every plea- 
fure he could procure for me. But my temper 
was fo much fouted by the continual demands for 
the debts he had contiafled before my union with 
him, that I could not relilh any enjoyment, or 
behave towards him witli that complacency 1 
could havewilhed. 

About the middle of the feafon he informed 
me, that he had received a letter, acquainting him ! 
that his brother, Capt. Dudley Digges, was ar- 
rived in England, and Uiat he wilhcd much to fee 
him upon feme &mily concerns. He therefore 
determined to fet off' to vilii his brother, and we > 
were obliged to manage in the theatre as well as 
we could. But how to procure money for the ' 
expences of his journey was the qoellion. This 
Mr. Still, my attorney, and indeed my fac-totumt 
upon my application to him, advanced. 

When Mr. Digges arrived in London, my mo- 
ther was foon reconciled to him, and he remained 
at her houfe during his flay. Upon his return, 
he prefented me witli a large filver repeater, to be 
placed at the head of my bed, as I had often 
D 4 wiflicd 
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-wifhed ' for a tnacbinE' of thxt kind, to know the 
lisun when I waste take the medrcii»s my in- 
diflcrent Hate of health rendered necefTary. 

There was a young gentlewoman in the com- 
pany, for w^om I had a great attachment, the wife 
of Mr. Aickin, of-Dniry-lane theatre; Bat death 
foon robbed mc of her. This event afiefted me 
much, and made my health, whiclLwas but indif- 
ferent before, ftillmore fo. It therefore became 
needfiil to find oat fome performer, who conld 
relieve me from the conftwit fatigue I underwent. 
And I met with Mrs. Kennedy, with, vrjiom I had 1 
fdrraeriy pla;f'ed diiringi ay firft-. escttriiotii.to 
I>ubiin. 

Ttdsjady, herhnfband, and ihenfoni.wBre ac-- 
cordingly engaged at a' fal^y, which! Ecfiabuijilit 
wiold by no means afford.. But vriiMt nontorbcn 
dwrelf' My plying conilantly wasiittpmfticabhS-;: 
and BO peffonondd fupply my place; nnlcfs they? 
itdi aeqUawt &nM- reputadtnv; T4li!« proprieters' 
VRrt nihcrefere-^abl^td tcRconfcnr te- the- ee^ge- 
menrv-AomithA^ti^ng^ttie evpEToetrwas fo greax. . 
Mrs. Kennedy l^vmerrt in fwae put^i an^ as 
fhe hadbeen in fevecal travelUng. companies, fhe 
wns ftixlied in every chartfter. Thbogh Ihe was 
far front hatid&Hlot fhtfwas agoodftgore; 

Our views,- however, in engaging her were 

fruitrated- by iadifpc^tion. She was taken ill 

foon 
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foon aftcf her arriTal; uid a dpeadfid eruption 
appearing iii lier ftcc, &o w»s aWc to perfiwn* bot 
four times during the whole foafon. A ridicnlon* 
circumftance hsppencdrinconfcqucnce, which, if 
it firifecs you as it did mc and the whoia au- 
dience at the time, will at loaft eitcito a^ fmile. 

Mrs. Kennedy thinking her&lf lb- well reeo- 
yered as to be able to pei*wm, flw fentword- tliac 
flic was able to ^pear in Zara, in the " MouVn- 
" ing Bride," wiich was to bo aAed for the be- 
nefit of forae particular pcrfon Ihe wifhed to- 
beftiend. But about fonr o'clock- on the day- of 
performance, fhe wu taken fb very ill, Aat her 
appearance was imprefiicablc. The piece was to- 
be played by particular defire, and theie was no- 
f^bflitllte to be ^t for fo capital a part, nor 3 pof— 
iibiUty of changing it. In this dilemma, Mrs, 
Flrrdl, Mrs. Kennedy's filler, who waa abouP 
twenty yeatf older than that lady, and was a per-' 
fon who oled to figure away in old nuxfes, under-' 
took to play the part. j 

The audience exprs&ed marks of difapproba- 
tion throi^hoDt the whole of her playing, bu& 
particularly fo when ihe died. Upon which flie; 
rpfe from between the mutes, and advancing to— 
watdt.the.&ont of thciSage, iht told the audience/^ 
that flie was concerned Ibe ce«ld.notaequit hcr-« 
fclf fb as to give fatisfa£tion ; but, as good-nature 
jy ^ had 
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had induced her to undertake the part, merely to 
ferve the perfoit wkofc benefit it was, fhe hoped 
tliey would excufe it. Having finilhed her fpeech, 
flie hafVened to the place from whence Ihe had 
rifcD, and threw herfelf down again between the 
mutes, who covered her face widi the veil. So 
uncommon an incident had fuch an efFe£t upon 
the rifible mufcks of the whole audience, as well 
as myfelf, who was juft entering as Almeria, that ' 
it was impoffible to ccmipofe them for the rtft of 
the evening. 

This puts me in mind of a limilar laughable 
adventure that once bcfel Mrs. Hamilton. That ' 
lady, playing the charafter of Arpalia in " Tamer- ■ 
** lane," said being very liifty, the fcenemen 
found.grc« diiEculty to lift the chair into which 
ft>e had thrown herfdf, upon her fuppofcd death ; 
which &e obierving, Ihe ordered them to jet it 
down, and, making her courtcfy to the audience, 
w^cd off as cooUy as if jChe was not to be fup- 
pofed dead. 

The letters I received, during the time I pee- 
ked at the Edinburgh thettrc, from itinerant 
jdayers applying to be engaged, amounted to an 
incredible number. They generally wrote in fuch 
a ftyle, as to fhew they all thbvght tbemfelvcs 
Carriclu and Cibbeu. 

The 
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The enfuing feafon the honourable Mrs. 
Digges died, which made it ncceflary for her fon 
to go to England. She left cighnhoufand pounds. 
between her two fons, upon condition that the 
elder fliould quit the ftage, and take her maiden 
name of Weft. Mr. Digges communicated this 
news to me whilft I was at tlie theatre ; and I re- 
ceived a letter from my mother by the fame poll' 
to haden his journey. Tlic .Tflces were to be the 
enfuing week, which is ufually the barveft of the 
feafon. Money, however, mult be immediaixly 
raifed for his cxpences. I therefore left the re- 
peating-watch with Mr. Still for feventeen guineas, 
and I believe confcnted that he (Iiould take ten 
or fifteen from the office. I could not fpare any 
more, as in a few days I fliould want the two 
hundred which 1 had agreed to pay to my inflexi- ■ 
ble creditor. 

Mr. Digges then fet off for England, with a 
promife of returning as foon ap poflible. But as 
he was not to play in future, that was immaterial. 
At the conclufion of the week, I fent to Mr. Still 
for the two hundred pounds ; and received for 
anfwer, that he had not a fliilling, as he had given 
Mr.'Digges all the money in his potTellion, and 
he waMwo hundred pounds in his debt. 

Mf fiftraftion upon receiving this intelligence 

is haidly to be conceived. I had requefted Mr. 

D 6 ' rergiilbn, 
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Fei^fon; mycraUtoi's attome|^, to din» with me 
at Bonniogton, tbe day thfc money was doe, when 
I- would pay bink Very foittinately ftn- me, that 
gentleman pofl&flsdtbe moff liberal mind, and was 
an honour to his profeffiom Mifs Wordley 
having acquainted him with tbe real fituition of 
my df^rs, fei I was too much difirefled to do it 
mylelf, he agreed to ^ow ow three months to 
raile the- money ; and, that his client might not 
be difl^tis6edi he remitted the fam, and took the 
d<!bt upon himfelf. So remackable an inftance of 
humanity cllatised my warmeft tltanks. It was. 
liltewlfe produdive of the moft heartfelt regret 
to me I for upon being informed, fome years 
after, that thia amiablt young m^ was one of the 
perfons who loft theit fites by tbe falling of the 
bridge at Edinbu^, 1 fimcFely lamented the 
unfortunate difafter. 

Whilil I lud been an inhabitant (^Parliament- 
flrect {a periiod pregnant with Ibrrowc) I had 
recommended a gentleman, who wrote a very line 
hand, to Mr. Calcraft, as a clerk. 

About two years after tlus, he informed me, 
tlial he had an opportunity <^ going to the Eaft- 
Indies in a very advantageous tituationi affuring 
me, at the fame time, that he fliould ever retain a 
. grateful remembrance of the favours he had re- 
ceived from me ; which his futdre conduft teiU- 
ged that he did. 

/- iThii 
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Thift^ geotlcmaa, whofe name U Heame, nude 
many enquiries, after mt, upon his return to Eng- 
land; aad.caiiia% hcanngofmydiftrefs.whilftl. 
ms at Edinburgh, he moft gcnccoully fent me 
two bandred pounds. This was the moil ac- 
cqiuble^&vour I ever itceived, as itfluwed the 
gratimde of the dooor; of which I fluU have 
occafion to [xy mors in the couirle of my nac- 
rative, 

' Imuft natvmit mentiooiog anodier event of a 
Similar natucc,. which Uluwife h^pencd about 
this time. I had fonnedy had a. icnraat, named 
Daniel Oou^as^ He lircd. with mc about nine 
years. But at length, from the gcDtlenuui's gal- 
I^Dtriesin the family, the maids being all partial 
to him, I recommended him as a domeftic to 
LArd Hi^e, then governor of Gibraltar, His. 
LordOiip made him his major-domo ; and Daniel 
behaved lb much to the fatisfa&ion of his mafter, 
that he left him fomething handfome when he 
died. 

I had been informed, tliat a Mr. Douglas had 
called at my hoofe feveral times, when I lu^- 
pened not to be at home* One day, as I wa& go- 
ing up -the Caftle-hill, I was acoojled by a pcifon 
whole face was familiar to me, though I could 
Dot recoiled him. The poor feUow buift into 
tears, and having made himiclf known to mtt 
and 
- C<„,slc 
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and enquired after my health, &c. he be^ed I 
woald permit him to fpeak to mc for a few minutes 
the firft leifnre I had, as he was detained in Edin- 
bui^h by no otlier bulincfs. I appointed that af- 
ternoon to fee him at my houfc, and could not 
imagine what the bufinefs he wifhed to fpeak to 
me apon was ; for though I had always endfca- 
voured to defcrve the regard of my domeftics, I 
never had been particularly kind to him. 

When he came, he informed me that he had 
faved up eleven hundred pounds ; that his wife 
had taken an inn upon the Dover road, for which, 
upon being put into poileffion, they were to pay 
feven hundred. He then faid, he hoped I would 
forgive his prefumption in what he was about to 
fay ; but as he was afraid I was not in fuch cir- 
cumftances as formerly, if I would be fo good as 
to make ufc, for my own time, of the remainder 
of the little fortune I had been the means of his 
gcuing, it would afford him more real pleafure 
than he could receive from difpoling of it in any 
other way. 

! could fcarcely refrain from tears at the man- 
ner ill which this offer was made. It feemed ra- 
ther as if he had been foliciting a loan than oSer- 
tng a favour. I thanked him cordially for his 
intended kindnefs, but declined accepting it ; 
iffiiring bim, at the fame time, that I did not ^o 
fo 
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fo from being hurt at the offer, which gave mc 
lingular plcafure, but becaafe I had lately received 
from Mr. Hearne, whom he well knew, the 
alliftance I then wanted. I added, tliat I could 
not think of borrowing the money be had laboured 
many years for, without being certain of repay- 
ing it, even if I was actually prcfled for it ; I con- 
fcquently would not contrafl a debt of fuch a na- 
ture, when I reaUy had no immediate occaHon. 
The worthy man reluflantly acquicfced with this 
declaration, and took his leave, in appearance as 
much mortifiei at the rcfufai of his money, as 
others would have been at being dunned for it. 

This grateful behaviour of my late fervant 
Daniel onlj^-wants the decorations of Shakfpere's 
immoruli^iWg pen to make it as memorable as' 
that of Adam in his " As you Uke it." — The 
honefty and friendfhip of that venerable fervant 
towards ibemtmofy of dd Sir Reufland, as he terms 
Orlando, when reprefented by Berry, with that 
boneft plainnefs, and unaffiftcd lenfibility, whidi 
was never equalled by any other performer, could' 
not aB*e^ the weeping audience more than this* 
well-meant offer of Daniel's did me. The im- 
preffion will never be eradicated from my mind.' 
And-that infinitely more from the manner in which 
the favour yna tendered, ^d the grateful inten- ' 
tion of it, than itiom the fervice fuch ^ fum at 
that 
- Cccglc 
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that time could have been to me. Tbefe were t^e- 
only two iitftancesof gratitude, unongtbanumer- 
OU3 opportunities I gare for the exertion of it, 
that ever I met with. But thcfc are fuffictent to 
convince me, diat the virtue has an cxiftencer 
though, like the. phcenix, its ^peannce is, very 
rare. 

G. A.B. 
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Auguft.s9, 17— 
U PON my- firft oigi^Bg at Edinbarghi the 
^ademen of GJafgow c^foed to build a theatre 
by Aibfcription, if ourcompany would jvomife to. 
perform theic-in the fummcr. To this we readily 
confented, as dXe inliatutants.were net only opu.- 
IcDt, but libend to a degree. The theatre being 
now ready, we formed very agree^le- ideas of the 
jtunt ; and that not only from the views of pro- 
fit that it prefcntcd, but from the favourable ideas 
ite entertained of the piace and people. The 
Goddels of Nonfeafe (for fo we had nieknuned 
Mi6 Wordley, from her being dimftly the re- 
I vjerfe, and having peiforoted the- (dtwaftcr as 
Ml' Wilkinfoa's benefit} waa impBtient beyond 
meafure for oik removal: from the metropoHs. I 
had lately laEit BonniogtOBf. and naSded. in the: 
- . , city,' 
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cityi as tlie bufinefs of the theatre reqaircd. my 
being near it ; and upon this occafion David 
Hume complimented nie with his apartments in 
the Cannongate. 

When we were about to fet off, aftcp having 
dilcharged my bills, I found I had not cafh fuf- 
lieient to defray the expencesof the journey; my 
family confiling of myfelf, Mifs Wordley, and 
three fervants. The chaifet were ordered, and 
expelled foon to be at the door. Not knowiilg, 
how to raife any money upon tliis emergency, I 
tesit one of my women, wh<^ name was Water- 
florta, t* a watoll-malur's in the.High-ftreet, to. 
diffpfe of the filver repeater Mr. Dig^s had given, 
mcv The peiibn I dire^ed. hbr to apfdy to had> 
gatecd a reptita^oni by nuking leventl fot ibaM: 
gKatmeehuucal gnuua the Dolce of ArgylL 

The chMfes were nowat the door- ; aadl.wute^. 
withthegreMeft' impatience for theiairival of the. 
money to' ena^o us- to. fet off. Some hoars; 
ehpfed witkootany tidinge-of my meffitngon Her 
hone&y I could not : fufpeA. Her ftay thMefore: 
cotild not be accounted for. About four in the. 
afornoon, a perfdn, drefied fometbing.Iike one of 
otir bcxdlosi. canw to ioibrm me, that a woman 
beloogiilg to mc was detained about awAtdhdui 
had. offfered to fell. 

This inteUigcnce crowned my misfortunes. I 

fcqt back the chaifes which were yet in waiting, 

and 
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and dcfired Mr, Still would go to regain the poor 
woman her liberty. When that gentleman got 
to the waKbmaker'g, he was Informed, that Mr. 
DJggcs had purchared the watch of the very pcr- 
fon I fent it to. It being invaluable upon ac- 
count of the worknianlhip, but from the large- 
nefs of its fize not very faleable, he had fold it to 
Mr. Di^es fomewhat under tlie mark, and had 
taken his note for it, payable at the conclufion of 
the feafon. 

The man faid, as lie underftood Mr. Di^es 
did not intend to return, and as the watch was 
offered for lale, fufpicions arofe in his mind that 
it was not honeftly come by ; efpecially as the 
woman refufed leaving it, or teUing from whom 
ihe came. Mr. Still having thus learnt the cir- 
cumllances of theailair, to accommodate it as well , 
as he could, returned the repeater to its firft 
owner, upon his agreeing ,to deliver up Mr. 
Digges's note, and liberating my fervant. 

My friendly negociator then went to endeavoor 
t6 raife me a fund that Ihould enable me to fet 
out for Glafgow the next morning, it being ne- 
cellary that we fhould no longer defer going* He 
brought me fufEcicnt for the expences of half 
the journey, and I was obliged to depend upon 
the purfes of my partners for defraying the re- 
mainder. Mifs Woirdley's humour kept my 
fpirits 
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fpirits from linking under all thefe vexations ; and 
the gloom wliich overclouded my mind feemed 
gradually to difpel every mile we went. So thai 
before we had made much progrcfs in our Jour- 
ney, I affumed a chearfulnels to which I had long 
heen a ftranger, 

The next day at noon, we faw the delightful 
city to which we were going, at a little diftance 
before us. The magnificence of the buildings^ 
and the beauty of the river, which the finencfs 
of the day caufed to appear, if poflible, to greater 
advantage, elated my heart ; and 1 anticipated tlie 
pleafure I fhould have in being received by fricilds, 
who were not only moll cordial in their repeated 
invitations, but whofe opulence fiimifhed them 
with power to fulfil their warm promifes of fup- 
port. 

When we arrived at Glafgow, one of the.per- 
formers exclaimed, " Madam, you are mined, 
*' for yoii have nothing left but what you have 
*' with you in the chaifcs." I am at a lofs, even 
now, to account for the compofure with which 
I heard this alarming falutation, for I enquired 
into the caufe of it without the-lcaft emotion. I 
was informed, that the ftage of the New Theatre 
had been fet on fire the night before, and that all 
niy paraphernalia and wardrobe, which lay there 
unpacked, had been confumed by the flames. 

The 
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The conflagration, I fount], was occaiioned 
by the following circumftance. A Methodift 
teacher, who held forth in that city, told his au- 
ditors, that he dreamed, the preceding night, he 
was in the infernal regions, at a grand entertain- 
ment, where all the Devils in Hell were prefcnt, 
when Lucifer, their chief, gave for a toaft, the 
health. of Mr.——, who had fold his ground to. 
build him a houfe upon (meaning the theatre), 
and which was to be opened tlie next day for 
them all to reign in. 

The" poor, ignorant cnthufiaftic hearers of this 
gadly^ preacher found their enmity againft Satan 
and his fubjeAs inllantly inflamed by this ha.- 
rangue ; and, in order to prevent To alarming an 
eiteniion of his infernal majefty's empire, they 
haftened away in a body to the new-built play- 
houfe, and fet the ftage. on fire. Luckily the 
flames were extinguilhed before any other part of., 
the theatre was confumcd, but the wliole of my 
theatrical wardrobefr which lay in the packages 
upon it, were deftroyed. It appeared, that this 
religious mob had been joined by oth 
wifhed to take advantage of the conflag 
a great deal of the falfe trumpery upon the rega- 
lia of the mock kings and queens had been ta< 
ken away, and, being found of no value, lay 
fcattcted about the fields. As the theatre was a 
mile. 
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mite from the city, and the flames did not burft 
out ib as to become vilible, the incendiaries com- 
pleated their defign, and filently retired. No 
alarm was therefore given, nor our lofs known 
till the next morning. 

Notwitliftanding the intelligence I now receiv- 
ed vras of tlie utmoft importance to me, I heard 
it with great tranquillity. But poor Mifs Word- 
ley, who had 16ft her little all, loft with it all 
that pliilofophy.'flie, on many former occaiions, 
had preached up to me. Which recalled to my 
memory tliefe fine lines of Shakfperc*; 
■—Men 
Can counfel, and give comfort to that grief 
Which they themfelvcs not fed ; but, Ea&ing it. 
Their coimfel turns to pa£ion, which before 
Would give prcceptial medicine to rage. 

— 'T^Bpimcn's office to fpeak patieoce 
To th^^hat wring under the load of iorrow j 
But no man't virtue, nor fuffidency. 
To be fo moral when he fliould endure 
The like himfelf. 

Inftead of throwing myfelf into violent agltatiotis, 
and lamenting ipy lofs, as^oaiiy would have done, 
I very coolly iaid, I would, go and look at the 
ruins ; aad ordered the chaife to drive immediate- 
ly to the theatre. I there beheld 'the alhes of all 

* Much Ado about Nothiog,"A£tV. Scene I." 
I my 
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my fineiy, which had coft many, many hundreds 
of pounds I and, at that time, upon a moderate 
computation, were worth nine hundred, there 
being among them a complete fet of garnets and 
pearls, from cap to ftomacher. 

When I returned to the inn, I enquired for 
Mr. Bates -, for, as to the other partner, I never 
had any knowledge of him. I was informed that 
. he was gone to the Exchange, to offer a reward 
for difcovering the incendiaries. But all his en- 
deavours to that purpoie were vain. The native 
firmnefs of the Caledonians Infuics their fidelity to 
each other. For in this affair, as well as thai of 
Captain Porteus, in which, by all accounts, many- 
hundreds were concerned, there was not one per- 
fon found treacherous enough to give evidence 
againft their partners, relative to the excelfcs they 
had been guilty of. 

The poftiilions were obliged to wait the return 
of Mr. Bates, as it was not in my power to dif- 
chargethem. When he came, and had fent the 
chaifes away, I defired he would go back to the 
Exchange, and inform every perfon he faw, that 
I was fully determined not to make my appear* 
ance upon the Glafgow-ftage, unlefs I did fo the ' 
nejct evening, according to the plan I had fixed, 
but which it was not in my power to do for want 
of cloatlis. Upon which, one of the priocipat 
Z merchants 
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merchants of the city, by wbofe intcreil chiefly 
the thcatie had been built, came immediately to 
the inn, and politely offered me whatever money 
I wanted. I chcarfuUy accepted his friendly af- 
liftance ; and, upon my repeating the refolution I 
had formed, he told me, 1 Ihould have all the la- 
dies cloatbs in and.about the city, before the even- 
ing, if we could get tlie flage repaired ; fo that 
Ihould be no hindrance to us. 

It being imprafticable for us to perform a Tra- 
gedy, as tlie necellary drefles could not be got 
ready for fome days, we determined to perform 
" The Citizen," by way of play, aid " The 
." Mode Dodor" for the'&rce. Mr. Bates in- 
■ftantly got fome indufirious carpenters, who nail- 
ed down boards for a temporary fbge {the other 
being entii«ly confumed) which they covered 
with carpets, till the damage could be repaired. 
And, before fix o'clock, the gentleman fo well 
performed his jntimiie, that from not being mil^ 
tick of one gown, I found myfelf in poCcffion of 
above forty : and. fome of thefe almoft new, as 
well as very rich. Not did the ladies confine 
themfelves to outward garments only, i received 
prefents of all kindSj and from every part of the 
adjacent country, together with invitations and 
parties for the whole time of my re£deace in theii 
ncighbouthgod. 

Every 
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Every thing was ready by the ufual hour, and 
'«c played the two pkccs juft mentioned to a 
crowded hoflle. At the conclniioa of the piece, 
one of the principal ladies declared from die boxes, 
that none -of tlie audience would fiir till all the 
■performers, and even Hie lervants, were fsA^ly out 
-of the theatre ; ieft there ntight be fotne perfonal 
attack attempted by thofc who ooald commit iiich 
an outrage as that of the ppcceding ercning i and 
thetown-goardw^sorderedtoefcortusiatothccity. 

The capital inhabitants made parties -to enter* 
tain us ; and I can truly fay, that I never met 
with more civility, more ftftivity, nor more ap- 
plaufe, in any place wherever I appeared. Mr, 
Reddifli was the principal man in tragedy, Mr. 
Aidcin in comedy. Whilft I -was at Edinburgh, 
I had prevailed upon a gentleman, who was pof- 
§t(bd of Ibme talents, to compile a little piece 
from die celebrated pown of Offian ; and I ap- 
peared in the character of Commela, there, with 
great fuccels. But at Gla'fgow the applaufe I re- 
ocived 'Was -beyond all bounds. This little piece 
alone, tadsed to any indiiTcrent comedy, would 
fill the houfe, fo diat itwas crowded every night; 
-whidi tended greatly to relieve me from the fa- 
tigue I daily underwent, not only from the duties 
of my profeffion, but f y^m the conftant round of 
invitations I was obliged to accept of. 

** Macbetli" 
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" Macbeth" and " Douglas" were much called 
for; but thelc pieces could not be performed, 
till cloaths proper for appearing in them were 
made and brought firom Edinburgh. As I had 
no black vellment of any kfnd fent to me among 
the numerous ones of different colours which 
had been Ihowered upon me by tlie ladies, I , 
made that an objection to playing the character of 
I^dy Macbeth. Upon which,-I was afliiTed by 
one of the inhabitants, that her Ladyfliip walked 
every night, at tlic caftlc of Dunlinane, drefled in 
white fattin. Not being able to refrain from 
fmiling at this piece of information, I was told, 
with great ferioufnefs, that it was really i/^tff; 
of the truth of which I might be convinced, by 
watching one night only at the cafllc. I ratlier 
cbofe, however, to give credit to the perfon from 
whom I received the account, than be at tlie trou- 
ble of putting the ailertion to the teft ; and played 
the charafter, out of the ufual form, in white 
lattin. 

On the fourth of June there was to be a grainf 
dinner at die Bull-Inn, in honour of the day. At 
this inn I had uken up my refidencc, from the 
fulnefsofthe town, and its being fituated ntar 
the theatre. What made this place of abcd>: thy 
more defirable, was its being an immenfe, com- 
modious building, capable of accommodating iis 

VOL. IV. £ in 
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in every refpeft. It had been erefted by fub- 
fcription for the reception of the gentlemen be- 
longing to the hunt, in the winter ; and in the 
fummer for the people of fafliion who live in the 
environs, and come, at that feafon, occasionally te 
Glafgow. There was likewife a large room in it, 
which in winter was a free-mafon's lodge. This 
now fcrved us for a wardrobe, 

Mifs Wordley Jeemed frantic wJth joy at fome 
news (he had received from Edinbui^h, which in- 
duced me to follow her, to enquire the caufe ; 
when flie informed me, that Ihe had heard Mr, 
Woodward was arrived in that city. On hear- 
ing this pleafing intelligence, we prevailed upon 
Mr. Bates to fet off immediately to invite him to 
join us. 

While the rubbifh that had been occalioned by 
the fire was removing, we fet about fearching to 
fee if we could recover any part of the valuable 
thi[igs I had loft ; when, to my great joy and fur- 
prize, I found, among fome of it which the firft 
waggon could not contain, a trunk belonging to 
me. In it were depofiied fome cloaths, a great 
deal of linen, and fome of my laces. But the 
chief part of the latter were confumed during the 
burning of the ftagc, togethsr with all the trinkets 
■ I had of any value. This, however, was a great 
acquilition, and afforded me the more pleafure, as 
it was given over for loft. 

We 
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tVt had the monificatiorv to find, that the re- 
port of Mr. Woodward's being arrived in Scot> 
land was witliout foundation. This was a dif- 
appointtncnt to us indeed. For* as this gentle- 
man's charader in private lift was as amiab'e, as 
his public one was celebrated, he would have 
proved a valuable acquifilion in a country, where 
fomcthing more than theatrical merit is nece^ry 
to infure approbation. 

As the fummer drew towards a conclufion, t 
faw, with Infinite regret, the time approach for 
our retuTB to Edinburgh. There had been an 
execution in our houfe at Bonnington, for a debt 
Mr. Digges had left tmpaid. I had, therefore, no 
fettled halntation to go to. fiut it was not folely 
on this account, that 1 regretted leaving Glafgow ; 
the hofpitality and fi-iendlhip I had received from 
the inhabitants during my ftay bad made an in- 
delible ioipreffion upon my mind. 

Besides, the beauty of the place and of tlie 
country around it arc extremely captivating. 
The meadow, in particular, is beyond defcription 
piAurcfque and charming. It reminds every 
one, tliat has fcen the beautifiJ village of Haer- 
le'm, of the near refemblancc of one to the other. 
On one fide of the river, you fee the City Bleac'i- 
ing-Uopfes, where multitudes are employed in 
the different avocations of th^ linen trade ; fome 
E a wailing, 
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wafhing, others atteii<liiig the coppers, and otbera 
laying tile linen to bleacli. On llie oilier fide the 
caHle are grazing in a mofl: delightful pafture, 
which terminates in a landfcape much beyond any 
defcuption it is Jn my power to give of it. 

We .had likewife the pleafure to obfenx, that 
our departure was as much regretted by our hof- 
pitablc entertainers, as we felt ourfelvcs morti- 
fied by the reparation from them. And it is with 
the moft fcnfiblc fatisfaftion I refleft, that there 
was not one member of our company, who did 
jiot depart withost credit to thcmfelves, and ho- 
nour to the profeffion. 

Upon my return to Edinburgh I took a fmall 
Englilh houfe in the Cannongate, But finding 
Mr, Bates liad entered into an engagement with 
Mr. Sheridan, witliout my knowledge or confent, 
a liberty diametrically oppofite to our agreement, 
I declined appearing any more; an event which 
proved of greattr confequence to the proprietors, 
than they had imagined it would, as I afterwards 
found they played to their lofs every night. 

Having come to this refolution, I determined 
to return to London as foon as I conveniently 
could. , And my departure was accelerated by 
a very unexpected difcovery. Another of thofc 
rwQlutions of fortune which had fo frequent- 
ly been my lot now awaited me. Having 
* ,. one 
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one day received a letter from Mr, Digges, now 
■Weft, with a demand fpr 3 larger fum than I could 
fpare, I could not help being mnch afFefled whilft 
I read it. Upon which, a gcntleiiuii, who hap- 
pened to be prefent, told me, he was well aiTured 
the union that had taken place between Mr. 
Digges and mc could not be valid, as to hij 
knowledge a former wife was ftill living. Being 
alarmed at this information, and doubtiiag ihc 
truth of it, the gentleman promlfed to fend me 
well-authenticated proofs of it ai foon as lie got 
to London, for which place lie was jult fettlng off. 

Accordingly 1 received, foon after, an sffida\it, 
confirming the truth of this afTertion, by which 
I was again fct at liberty; and found, as 1 bid 
d6ne mare than once, an union, I thought to be 
indiffa'.uhh, fuddenly diflblvcd. Thc_B;cntieman at 
the fame time informed me, that he had feea 
Mrs. Digues, who told him that flie had announced 
her death in the public papers, in order to de. 
ccive her hufband, by whom flie was apprchen- 
Cvc of being raolefted. 

She might have fpared herfelf the trouble and 
expence of luch a manceuvre, as 1 am very cer- 
tain he never meant to fee her after their fepara- 
tion, his affeftions being at that time realty fixed 
opon another perfon. I muft here ftop to de- 
clare, that I acquit Mr. Digges of any inttnJed 4e- 
£ 3 . cepticw 
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ception toward me. Had he not been unfor- 
tunatcljr etnbarialTed in his circumllances hj z 
former conoefiion, the delicacy of hia tendcmcfs, 
and the uniemitcing attention he always paid mc, 
i^rould have prevented my having the leaft caufe 
of complaint. 

By what a chain of fand do all the hopes of 
poor blind mortals bang [ — Tiake what ftep) we 
will to render it durable, even thofe which are 
apparently the refult of prudence, and tbcy cannot 
infure permanency to it. — Some unexpedcd 
ftroke breaks the coatexturer and our moft 
fitngaine expedations are fcattered by the winds. 
— No woman has furely Co much reafon, as I 
have repeatedly faid, to compbua of thele fudden 
attacks of fortune, as myfel^ — fie my intentions 
ever fo pure, and well planned, fome iocideuUl 
obftruAion fruftrates the purpoled end. — It is a 
long time fince I troubled you with aiiy con»- 
plaintG of this nature. — Bear therefore with this, 
as the occafion fo pointedly excites it. 

G. A. B. 
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jL ^ ^ incscdible marks of friendfliip I had re- ' 

ceired during my refidmce in Scotland, claimed 

every 
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.erery acknowletlgment on my part. To fliew, 
therefore, that I was not mfeniiblc of this indul- 
gence, [ inferted the following advertifement in 
the public papers, every day, for the month I 
ftaid after my difcngagement, in order to pay my 
refpe£ts to thofe who had particularly honoured 
me with their patronage. 

" As Mrs. Bellamy has ditlolved her engage- 
" ment with the proprietors of the Theatre in 
" the Cannongate, fhe begs leave to return her 
" warmeft thanks to the pubhc in general, and 
" to thofe liriends in particular who have done 
*' her the houour to patronize her in To flatter- 
'f ing a degree, Unce her refidence in Scotland ; of 
** which flie will ever retain the moft grateful 
" feefe, as their £ivours are deeply imprelled in 
" her heart 

" N. B. All perfons who have any legal de- 
** mand upon Mrs. Bellamy, are requefted to de- 
*• liver in their accounts at her hoilfe oppoUte 
" Lord Milton's, in the Cannot^ate, within oite 
" month of this date, in order to receive tlie 
" fame.*' 

The ^rft among my patrons was the prefect 
fir^ ^aron, the worthy Mr. Montgomery ; a gen- 
tleman as well known for his goodnefs as bis 
great knowledge. He not only extricated me 
from the perfecuting fpirit. of an iij/atiable ere- 
£ 4 ditotj 
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*iitor, as before related, but introduced me to the 
ladies of his family.; and I thought niyfelf happy 
in being an intimate of his fiftcr, and of his pre- 
fcnt lady, who is one of the moft amiable of 
women ; as well as ilie Vifcountefs Townfiieml, 
v,-horegoodncfs excels her beauty, though that is 
fo acknowledged. In this circle T had the hap- 
■pinefs of being introduced to ihe late Duchefs of 
Douglas, who ever after honoured mc with her 
patronage. Thefe ladies gave me a genera! invi- 
tation, and not only received my vifils with plca- 
fure, but returned them. 

We had befides formed a little party of parti- 
niiar friendsi who met once or twice a week at 
my houfc. We termed this fociable meeting the 
" Nonfenfe Club." Mife Wofdiey picfided as 
the goddefs. And I really believe, as much iu- 
iiocent mirth, wit, and good-humour, abounded 
in it, as ever did in any aflembly of the fame 
nature. Every body was anxious to pleale. Ill- 
humour, ill-manners, and all indecftncy, were 
banilhed from it, and inftru£tion and mirth only 
reigned. The gentlemen that were admitted to 
our little fociety were chiefly ftudents and young 
'men poffcfled of learning and underftanding great- 
ly above the commoo rank. 

The Dean of the Faculty had likewife been a 

volunteer bj my caufc upon the occafion before 

mentioned ; 
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mftntioned ; and though the fuit was pending two 

terms, the only expence I was at was for print- , 

iiig the cafes, which came but to a trifle. Upon 

a moderate computation, this fait would have coft 

hundreds in the Englifh courts of conimon-IavF. 

I cannot conclude without acknowledging the 

very great obligation I had lo Mr. Hockart my 

attorney, whofc attention and goodnefs- 1 have 

never been able to iliew my gratitude for. 

There was a circumflance attending this litiga- 

tioti, which I own greatly furprized me. The 

great advocate, Mr. Lockart, who was retainctl 

by my opponent when it came before the court, 

beftowcd the moft virulent abufe upon mc. Every 

thing that even the utmoft malice of an enraged 

bad woman could have fuggeftcd, "he loaded me 

with. But when he afterwards honoured me with 

a vifit in my d re fling- room, he told me he was 

much concerned at his having been milinformcd, 

'* However," continued he, " do not give your- 

■" fcif any uneafinefs about what I fwd in ilie 

** court. For what I uttered in the pleadings, 

" except what immediately related to the cafe in 

" point, was not paid the leaft attention to." 

And indeed, a moment's rcfleftion convinced 

me of the truth of the learned advocate's obfcrva- 

tion. For my being both before, aftd afterwards, 

carcflcd by ladies of the moft exemplary cha- 

E 5 rafter, 
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rafter, as well as of exalted rank, ajllired me, that 
whatever had been fpoken to my di&dvantage, 
upon the occafion, had not gainej any credit. 
H^ that been the cafe, I fliould not have re- 
tained their good opinion ; but, on the contr&ry, 
I was as much carcSed in private, u admired in 
public. The very flattering reception I met with 
wherever I went, banilhed every apprchenfioo ; 
and clearly evinced, that they were merely words 
of conrfe. 

But notwithftanding I was fortunate enough to 
cfcape the effeSti of this official fcandal, how 
many are there whole future lives arc rendered 
unhappy by it ! The indifcriminate and gene* 
rally unmerited abufc, with which fuch as arc fo 
unfortunate as to have any concerns in a court of 
jufticc are befpittered by the counfel of their 
opponents, calls for reprchenfion. It affords but 
very little confolation to the unjuftly abufed per- 
fon, to hear it afterwards faid, " I am forry for 
" it" — " I was mifinformed"— " It will not be 
" regarded." — The bur of fcandal flicks clofc — 
The impreflion is not eafily de&ced — It goes into 
the world ; tinAures every aSion -, and caufcs 
the whole of the future conduCt to be viewed with 
a fufpicious eye. — That gentlemen ofenlai^ed 
minds, as thofe belonging to the bar are known 
to be (a few excepted), Ibould condefcend to have 
recoyrfe 
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recourfe to Co mean and unjuft a method for pro- 
moting the caufe they are retained in, is really to 
be wondered at. Tbofc who are naturally re- 
vengeful and abufive may rejoice at luving an 
opportiTnity of indulging a propenfity which gives 
them pleafure ; but an humane and generous per- 
IflnwiU certainly refrain from every unruceffary 
exertion of it. — I think I have made fome fimilar 
obfcrvations in a former letter. Thefe, however, 
ihall go, as the cultom I am censuring, though it 
has hitherto been confidered as pericfily allow- 
able, is much complained of, and cries aloud for 
redrels. — ^Let nicjuft add, that though the eir- 
cumftances bcibre-mentioned have given rife to 
this digreffion, a fmn-a/ reproof is only intct>ded. 

In confeqaence of not being able to difcbaige 
the whole of the debts I had contra£ted here, -I 
applied to Mr. Hearne, the gentleman I have al- 
ready mentioned, who immediately fent me two 
hundred pounds. But that fom not being ade- 
quate to the demands made upon me, which were 
more conliderable than I apprehended, I wrote to 
Sir George Metham to requeft Us affiftapce. By 
fhe return of the poft, I received a remittance for 
the fum I required, tt^ther with a very prelKng 
invitation to fpend Ibme days with him, upon my 
return to London, at his feat at North Cave, my 
ton being there for the holidays. 

£ 6 Accordingly, 
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. Accordingly, at the expiration of the mon^t 
' Mifs Wordley and myfelf fet off for Hadding- 
ton ; to which place fome of our Edinburgh 
friends a companied us, and fpcnt the evening. 
The next morning we continued our journey ; 
' and, as we had leifure, I was determined to take a 
view, as we went on, of every place that excited 
curiolity. This intention, however, was pre- 
vented by a difagreeable event which happened 
early on our journey, and makes me Ihuddcr 
wbilft I relate tt. 

As we were pafiing through a village, not far 
from Berwick, an in&nt had crept into the high- 
road, and fet itfclf down in the middle of it. The 
driver of the chaife going cm Jchn-like, did not 
- perceive it ; and Mifs Wordley and myfelf being 
employed in reading, neither did we obferve it till 
the chaife had gone over its legs. Providentially, 
my fcreams prevented the carriage from going over 
its head. The accident had fo violent an efieA 
upon me, that I was taken out fenfelefs, and it was 
fome time before I could be reftored to life. 
■ As foon as I recovered, my firfi thoughts were 
beftowed upon the maimed little one, of whofc 
difaller we had unfortunately, but inooccntly, 
been the occafion. Its parenta being now re- 
turned from their rural work in the fields, I or- 
dered every poffible care to be taken of it; and: I 
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am certain I fuffered more pain of mind, than the 
child did of body. Had there been a furgeon 
near, I fliould not have pmfucd my journey ; bat 
I coutd not think of letting the poor baby lie 
neglefted through my acute feelings. I therefore, 
though very unfit to travel, haftened on to the 
next town, where I was recommended to a gen- 
tleman of eminence in his profcflion, whom I 
inimediately difpatched to bis relief. Before he 
went, I requeued him to write to me, as foon as 
poilible, at Sir George Mctham's; as I was not 
only anxious for the recovery of the child, but 
becaufe the expence of his attendance could not 
then be afcertaincd, 

A few weeks afisr my arrival at Cave, I had 
the pleafure of hearing, not only from thefurgeon 
himfclf, but from a pcrfon who reiidcd in the 
village, that through the ikill of the former, and 
another trifling circumftance, the child was per- 
feftly recovered. TIk parents were likewife 
made happy, ^nd l^e fut^eon amply rewarded by 
Sir George ; who had a tear for pity, and 3 hajid 

- ever ready to relieve the diftreiTed, while he had 
the power. 

This was one of thofc eventual circumflaiices, 
which appears at firft to be a great misfortune, 
but ini the end is productive of the greateft good. 

■For I haTc fince beea informed that the father *>( 
the 
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tl)e child, a.poor induftrious pcaf^t with a lai^e 
;&inily, was upon the point of being turned out of, 
. his little habiution, and having his goods feized, 
■ by an unfeeling landlord, at the time the accident 
happened. 3^^ ^'^ ^^^ prevented by Sir Geoi^e*s 
timely bounty ; who not only refcucd him from 
. his prefene diAiefs, but enabled him and his fa- 
roily to live in comfort ever after. 

Oh, how I envied Sir George his feelings upon 
this occafion ! For the exquilite fenfation fuch a 
benevolent aA mnfl excite in a fufceptible mind 
is truly enviable.- — Though envy is a vice, with 
which, thank Heaven, I am totally unacquainted, 
yet I never hear of the performance of a generous 
a^ion, but a.wiQi inllantly arlfes in my breaft, 
that I had been the happy perfon who poSeJTed 
the power with the inclination to perform iL— 
liy hether this clefire of robbing anotlier of fo great 
a happinefs falls under the denomination of envy, 
I leave to the cafuiAs to determine ; but it is a 
de(ire I c&nnot fnpprefs. — To light up the face of 
diftrefs into gladnefs, and to pour the balm oT 
comfon into the wounded mind, is tiie tnieft fe- 
licity the human heart is capable of feeling. 

I was fo much indifpofed when. I got to Aln- 
wick, from the agitation I had xuidei^one, diiitl 
. was obliged to remain there fome days, before I 
.was able to view that beautiful Gothic CaAfe, 
which 
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which I did riot care .^ leave the place wl^out 
doing. I have, however, at prefent, very little 
FacolleAioD of it. Sir George had wrote me - 
word, that he would fend his chaifc to meet me 
at Yorit, and convey me from thence to his 
houfe ; but unluckily his fervant had gone to a 
faypurite houfe of his, and not to the Foft-Houfe, 
where we were fet down i and the people of the 
inn, at which the man tfadfet up his borles, wei;e 
fo very illiberal as to denyhis being there, whea 
I fcnt to enquire. 

The morning after my arrival at York, I weijt 
to pay my devoirs at the convent, where I twd 
fpcnt fo many happy hours during my former le- 
iidence ^i that city. I found but few of thofe 
alive with whom I had tfien been acquunted, and 
learnt that the good old chaplain had, for fomc 
time been gone to enjoy the reward of his piety. 
As I purpofed proceeding to Cave, that afternoon, 
I was obliged to decline a very pre£&t)g Invitatioji 
the pious inhabitants of this blelied abode gave mc 
to fpend fbme time with them, and took my leave, 
loaded with benevolent wi&es. 

Upon my return to the inn, I was not very 
well plcafedat^iU hearing no news of Sir Gcoige's 
carriage, my finances not being in the moft flou- 
rifliing fiate, I therefore was neceffit^ted to make 
life of a hired one, in. which we, fet off. When 
we 
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we arrived at a place about twenty miles from 
York, 1 left my companion at the inn, and pro- 
ceeded to Sir (jeorgc's alone. I wjfhed to recon- 
noitre, and be certain of a kind reception, before 
I introduced her. If my reception fhoiiid not be 
as warm as my invitation, or if there happened to 
be any company I did not like to join, I was de- 
termined Id return from his honour's the fame 
evening. But I beg Sir George's pardon for even 
the bare fuppofition. Had I coiilidered rightly, 
I could have had no caufe for apprehenfion on 
citlier point, particularly the latter, as he had al- 
ways been remarkably careful in the choice of the 
company he introdoced me to. 

When I approached the houfe, I faw the owner 
of it at a diftance ; and as the road I was in led 
tO'his manfion only, he was aflbred the vifitmuft 
be to him ;' he therefore haftened to the chaife. 
I was much furprtzed at feeing him alone ; nor 
did he feem to be Icfs fo at my being withoat a 
companion. As foon as I came up to him, he 
cried out, " My dear Pop! how comes it that 
" you are by yourfelif and in a hack ? My chatfe 
*' has been waiting for you leveral days at Vork. 
" I began to be alarmed at your ftay, and fent 
" George, and my nephew, and fomc others, ycf- 
. *' terday, to make enquiries about you. But 
** where is Mifs Wordley ? I hoped to have had 
■■ «» the 
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'* the pleafurc of her company." From fo cor- 
dial a reception, I no longer harboured a dotibt of 
my prcfence giving pleafure at Cave. I then in- 
formed Sir George, that I had left Mifs Word- 
ley at a village feme miles from his houfe ; upon 
which he difpatched the chaife to bring her. 

As I entered the hofpitablc man(ton, I had the 
pleafufe of feeing the faithfiil valet I have for- 
merly had occafion to mention. The worthy 
feliow abfolutely flied tears of joy upon my hand 
as he kiflcd it. He had conceived fuih an aiFcc- 
tion for my fon, that I looked upon him more 
like a relation than a fervant. He had lived with 
his mailer from his childhood; having been 
brought up in a fchool, erefled by Mr. Montgo- 
mery, Sir George's fatlier, for the education of 
the children of fuch of his tenants and neigh- 
bours as could not afford to bellow one on them* 
At this period, moft of Sir George's fervants, 
both men and women, had partaken of the old 
gentleman's 'goodnefs, I am forry to be able to 
add, that I heard with infinite concern fome years 
after, that Sir George had difcharged his faithful 
Sherrad, through the mifreprefcntatiohs ofa&- 
vourite miftrefs. 

We had not been long fcated, when we be- 
held Mifs Wordlcy approach, attended by the ca- 
valcade which had been difpatched in queft of me. 
The 

- ^^«>8l- 



()0 THBLIFSOF 

"Xhe Goddefs of Nonfcnfe, forgetting it was Sun- 
day, had placed herfelf in the window, and fat 
very compofedly tit work. So unufual a light 
<irew the attention of thofe who palled, and fooa 
Tajfed a crowd before the inn. My fon and his' 
companions happening to ride through the vil- 
lage at the fame time, in their return, their no- 
tice was likewife attra£ted by the novelty. This 
£ave Mifs Wordley an opportunity of feeing my 
younker, whom Ihe immediately knew by the 
great rcfemblance he bore to his father. Upon 
which, being above all ceremony, and her appre- 
^enfions of a favourable reception being removed 
by theCght of the chaife, ibe threw up the win- 
dow, made herfelf known to the young gentle- 
men, and being feated in the chaife, was con- 
ducted by four fquiies on horfeback, tn petid 
train, to join us. 

j^fter tea, my hofi dt^red he mis^f have the 
pleafare of diewing me to my apartment, at be 
had fometbing particular to fay to me. I arofe, 
and followed jiim. When we eot into my room, . 
I was not a little furprizcd to fee him alTume an 
air of confequence, which no one knew .benier 
^an himfeif how to do. He then, wi^ a grave 
countenance, laid, that he was very much con- 
cemed to tell aae, he had fomething very difa- 
pccablo to inform me of. I began to fear, firora 
this 
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this exordium, that I had been too hally in fend* 
ing away the chaife. But my apprehcnfions fopn 
vaailhed, when he told me, with great folemnity, 
that, during the diftraftion occalioncd by our repa- 
ration, he had rafhiy bound himlelf, by the moft 
fapred vows, never more to have any tender coa- 
ne£tion with me. 

The conclafion of this fpeech liad fuch an ef- 
fe£t upon me, that I v/ti^ in danger of fbrgettii^ 
the graces, fo far as to burft into a fit of laughter. 
But rccoUefting myfclf as well as t could, I 
be^ed he would not be under the CMifiifion of an 
apology ; for could I have fuppofed, that tn the 
prefeat fituation of thii^s it would have been 
otherwiie, I certainly piould not have accepted 
his invitation. I perceived that hii vanity was 
much hurt at this declaration, and was concerned 
at it: He had not fi^pfipfed th»t I Ihould receive 
a circumftuice of foch great import with the ur- 
afie£ted indifierence I did. He expefled that I 
fliould regret the rcftriftion, with the fame poig- 
nant frelings he had declared he himfelf felt ; and 
his chagrin upon the occalion was vilible. How'* 
Aer, upon rejoining the company, he le^affiuned 
his good"huinourandpolitenefs. In both of theftf 
Sir George exceeded the generality of his fc«, 
particularly itt the latter. I cannot recoJleA a 
perfon amongft all my acquaintance, except th6 
Dowagef 
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Dowager Lady Harrington, who knew how to ac- 
quit themrelves in doing the Iionouri of their 
houfe with more cafe and attention ; an indif^ 
putablc proof of a good heart, improved hj a po- 
lite education. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER tXXX. , 

Sept. II, 1 7— 
Whilst l continued at Cave, every hody 
feemcd to vie with each other which could moft 
fucceed in pleafing me. But my anxiety to pro- 
cure an engagement at the theatre made me at 
times very lineafy. Sacll a ftep was abfolutcly 
nccefTary, to clear me from the debts with which 
1 was encufnberetf; for, noftvithllandingtbeitims 
I had paid, I ftill owed above four thoufand 
pounds. Sir George exprcflcd to me a defire of 
felling ari eftate, in order to extricate both himfclf 
and me ; whicli he affured mc he would do, as 
foon as it was in his power ; and he gave m^ 
commiflion to fpeak to Alderman Cracroft, upon 
my return to London, ro look out for a pur- 
cliafer. 

In the mean time, he wrote to his coufin, Lord 

Eglington, deliring he would ufe his intereft with 

"Mr. 

- ^^«>8l- 



G. A. B E L L A M Y. 93 

Mr. Beard, the then afling manager, in order to 
replace me in my former ftation at C.ovent Garden 
theatre. By his lordfliip's arifwer, I had tlic 
mortification .to find, that the proprietors were 
delirous of favJEig fo heavy a falary as mine. 
Mrs. Ward and Mifs Macklin had divided_bc- 
twwn them tlie charafters whicli ufed to be in my 
pofleilion. His lordlhip was therefore informed, 
that there was no room for mc. My pride, as 
well as the prudential motives which made me fo- 
licitous for an engagement, tended to aggravate 
the contents of his lordlhip's letter, and to render 
the difappoiiitment the more irkfome. So that 
notwithlUnding the unremitted attention which 
was fhewn me at Cave, as the winter was now 
advanced, I determined to vifit London. 

Accordingly, Mifs Wordley, my fon, and little 
felf, fet ofF for the great city ; after having fpent 
three montlis . in all the pleafure that agreeable 
fociety, good cheer, good-humour, and unembit- 
tered pleafantry, can afford. I left this feat of hof- 
pitality with regret ; which would have been 
greatly augmented, qould I have then forefeen that 
fphould nevermore have been an inhabitant of it. 

I could not refrain from fhedding tears, as we 
paOed the refidence of my late worthy friend, 
I^rd Downe. And When I recolleft the manner 
pf this nobleman's death,. an<] (bat jio public ho- 
nours 
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nours have been ev'sr paid to bis momory, a 
gloom overcaBs my mind, anil I pay him the tri- 
bute of a figh. 

At Stamford, I was mod agreeably furprifod to 
meet with Lord Granby, who did mc the honour 
to fpend the evemog with mc. I could not help 
obferviig, to my great furprife, that, during th« 
whole tiiiie we were together, his lordlhip never 
mentioned the name of Mr. Calcraft. This was 
the more iingular, from a report which was then 
current, and which I (hall explain inore fully in 
tny annexed letter to that gentleman. 

Sir George had proraifed to allow me fcven 
guineas a week ; and he aJTured me that he would 
foon be in town. The coiiimifiion he empowftred 
me to £ive to Mr. Alderman Cracrdft afforded 
mc double plcafiire ; as, independent of my own 
cxpeSations from it, I Ihould be enat)Icd by it to 
fliew nny graHtade to one of the bell of men. I 
own the fatisf£ti6n I received, from finding myfelf 
thus reconciled to the perfon on whom I firft be- 
llowed my heart, was very great, A feries of tlic 
moft complicated treachery had induced me la 
ufe him ill, at the very time I preferred him W 
his whole lex ; and the alTurance of his future 
friendfhip w^s flattering in the extreme. Whilft 
it proniifed to be ferviceable to me, it did me ho- 
nour. — ^Thc lines' I have already qiiolcd from 
5 Shakfpere's 
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Shalifperc'g " Midfummcr Night's Dream," rela- 
tive to the crolles of love, are fiill as applicable 
to this difunion, as to that^hcre 1 applied thein. 
I might here, alfo, with at much propriety fay, 
** the courfe of true love never did run fmooth." 

Upon our arrival in London, we were fct 
down at my mother's in Brewcr-rireet, whofe 
houfe very fortunately happened to be empty. 
I have already obfervcd, that Ihe uf&ally let it 
to perfons of diftinftion ; the profits of which, 
added to the intereft of the money fte had faved, 
together with her penllon, enabled, her to live 
genteelly, and keep up an acquaintance with tbofe 
who were greatly her fuperior*. 

She confcntcd to let me have her firft floor, and 
undertook to pay all my incidental expenccs with . 
the money Sir George Metham had promifed to 
allow me. But as Ihe knew the capricioufnefs 
of his dilpolition (which indeed turned out as 
fhe expeAed), and the precaiioufnefs of making 
an engagement at the theatres, when both the 
companies were fettled, fhe objeAed to Mifs 

•rdley's continuing with me. Though this 
ftion was the icfult of prudence, it gave me' 
infinite pain. However, as taking up my abode 
in a parentVhoufe muft appear more eligible in 
the eyes of the world, than in any other lodging 
I «ould get, I WIS obliged to confent, though 
with 
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with great relaftance, to that young lady's fet- 
tling near me. 

Soon after my return from Scotland, Mr. Dod- 
Jlcy fent me a receipt for a confiderablc fum which 
I flood indebted to him for books. I accepted 
the prefent, together with fomc additional favours 
received fincc, as a genteel compliment, for hav- 
ing been tlie fuccefsful heroine of liis brother's 
tn^cdy of " Clcone." 

1 now wrote to Mr. Digges (I (hould fay, Mr. 
Weft), to acquaint him that we muft never meet 
again. As I had nothing to reproach him with* 
I did not trouble him with any upbraidings. He 
bad not been guilty of any deception towards 
me ; and, barring his unhappy jealous temper, I 
muft acknowledge tliat he ftrove, by every ten- 
der, indulgent attention, to pleafe mc. Nor did 
we ever meet after, but once in the ftreet, and 
twice at the theatre. 

A circumftance happened the night of our ar- 
rival in town, which, though trifling in itfclf, as 
it Ihewed my much-loved fon's affcftion, I can- 
not forbear relating. When lights were brought 
obfeiving they were of tallow, without feem^B 
to take any manner of notice, he immediately 
went out arid purchafed wax. Having done this, 
4)is delicacy induced him to call me, upon fome 
flight pretence, into another room, Whiitl: they 
3 . ^9^^ 
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yHr^ -thanged, _Siii*h * nwrk^f atttnfiOnarid re»- 
fpea cogid not fkil of 'giving the Mbfl fteirt'felt 
pleafure to h fond mother^And 1 haVt tiic fatir- 
feftion to piy this juft tribute to his fcvcd me- 
mory (for he is now no more), Aat to ttie day of 
his death he preferved the fatile tmTemttling tf- 
ftftioa and aiEduity to pfcafe-rfie. 'iTift'Bext day, 
I took him to Eton, as he had greatly trdpafled 
upon the limits of his ht^days. 

UpOn my return, I vifitcd Marfc'Itne, to cort" 
fult tny good friead the alderman; when I open" 
ed my eommiflion, which he g^ly undertook. 
I h^ always, even in my moft encumbered fitua* 
tion, prcfeiVed my credit with him. Being him- 
ielf the moft punftual of men in all his dealings, 
he never excufed the want of punctuality in others. 
He, however, usually gave his clients permiiEon 
to name their own time of payment ; but diat he 
expefted them tp abide by. The aldierman had 
paid my creditors fuiih confidcrable fums the year 
of my unfortunate expatriating, that he not only 
Vept them in good humouri but prevailed upon 

«a all (except the one who had fo cruelly per- 
tad tne)'to promife that they would do every 
tiling in their power to fcrveme. 

I entered the reotn, apon my firft going in,- 

wifii my ufoal chearfuinefs j and announced ray- 

felf, by dying, " H«e I am.'* Mrs. Cracroft 

VOL. IV. F received 
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received: me with her ufual affcflion. Mr. Cra.- 
croft then aiked' me, if I liad any hope^. of any 
engageinent? To wluch 1 replied in .the nega- 
tive. -But I told him ' what Sir George had pro- 
mlfed to dQ for me } at.which,bp \v.as much pleiif- 
«d. And as the eftate, intended to be fold; wat 
in 3 regiftered county,' he hud no d9ut>t, he faid; 
but be ^ould be able to.difppfc qf it tp advan"- 
tage. I next acquainted biini thi|t I lliould enr 
deavour to procure an engagemant, if it was only 
for a few nights, in order to be entitled to a be^ 
neiit, which I had every rcafon to hope would 
prove as lucrative as ufual. I tlierefors reqUefted 
that he would get my letter of licence reiiewed j 
and likcwife raife money upon the plate which I 
had left in his hands, at once to pay himfclf what 
would be due to him in a few days (for he was 
to be paid his debt at ftaied periods), and to fup- 
port me till Sir George came to town, as I could 
not hope to receive any fupply from that gentle- 
man till thp eftate was fold. 

. During my return home, a thought ftrutk me, 
which was to writc.to the honourable Mr. JaqH| 
Brudenell, now Lord Brudenell, who had nV 
inerly honoured me witli his friendthip, but lince 
my feparation from his iutimate acquaintance, Sir 
Geoige Methun, had dedfted from noticing me. 
As I was in hopes that tiis coolnefs would fub- 
': . ' ' firfe. 
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fide, now the caufe of it was removed, by my re- 
conciliation with the man he fo greatly elleeined, 
I prcfumcd by letter to folicit the honour of his 
intefcil with the proprieto *of the tlieatrc. Should 
I be fo luppy as to fuccecd.is otoining this re- 
queft, I could not then, I knew, entertain the 
Icaft doubt .of an eiigageoieot ; it being the dif- 
itigui/hcd mark of charaSer in that truly noble 
femily, whenever- the^ efpoufc a canfe, to nuke 
ufe of every means In their power to promote it. 
Would fome of high rank that I could name 
follow fuch bright examples, we fliould not fo 
frequently hear of broken promiies. 

The obfcrvance of i proinife is held by me in 
fo facred a lights that I cannot forbear expatiating 
upon it whenever opportunity offers, I fliaJI; 
therefore, juft remark, by way of addition jp what 
1 have fa id upon the fubjeft in a former letter, 
tliat my feelings, when I have been obliged to 
po{1;pone the peribrmatice of a verbal engagement, 
through the want of ability to accompliih my 
wifhes, are poignant in the cxtreme.-^I am even 
of opinion, tli^t , an injury received will by 
ii^pneans can<^i An- obligatioa- of this ' nature, or 
warrant a breach. of it.-^And fo&r is>iny atten- 
tion engaged by Winiecyfor-the fulfilment of thoft 
1 have entered into, that dicte is one in^articular 
■Fa . ndiich 
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whk^ TriU'be^conflant Iburce of difl]uietude to 
' xne till it is in niy ^xntor to difehaige it. 

The: morning after. I 'was honoured with a vifit 
from the g;entlenaui I nad wrote to ; when he not 
only^ofnifed to exert his interoft in my fevout, 
but mi^ tnit happy, by aflunng «ne of the Toncwed 
•pstmiiage of. the ladtts of his family. 

Tmro momings afcer^is, I happened to He ih 
ixi 'lodger ttun ibfinl. Althonigh I can rife at 
any.'hour, with i^ greateft alertnefs, when any 
unaoEiii, whether of bufinefs or plraAire, calls me ; 
'yer«4iChtbBt ii not the cafe, you' know, I am no 
Matineft, Beflig tins indolently inclined. Mils 
Wordley caaoe running into tny bed-chamber, 
ttnd, with joy. iit^elled on her countenance, de- 
fired I wffnld make hafte and rife, as Johnny 
Scard was coming to fee me, 

I iOfflgined Mlfs ^Wordlcy meant Mr. Baird 
ftom Glalgom: ; agentlemanwhohad beenawarin 
parti&n of nutte, wbilfi I was in that city. I 
could jwt entertain the Bwfi diftent idea, that the 
m«i%cf ef Covent-Garden 1 
Mien his confequence, 
whomhelnd fo oaently i 
he ^ad done to Loid Eglington, that RmScsl - 
piecoB wue the jbqilb commodity of that boufe. 
] fannd ^^, hoWevnr, Oo my fjUAX. jurprife, to be 
diB patentee himfclf. Having falutcd me .witb 
his 
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his ufaal cordial drility, be informed me, hngh- 
ing( that he was come ambaflador from the juDto, 
and had the happincfs to^bc (icpnted by ihemto 
engage me ; adding, that there was a necelBty for 
die eiigagemcBC's being figned that cvcniag'. 

Upon my exprelling mj aftonifluncnt at the 
celerity required, and the urgency" made *& of, 
he acqn^ntcd mo, that he had been lu>noured 
widi « viliC from Colonel Bnidenell, who had 
peremptorily dtmatuied that I Ihould .be engaged 
in four and twenty hours, or clfe he Ihonld be 
oU^^ to eat^l them to % compliance. As the 
relblntion of tfiiu gentleman was well known ; 
and, likewife, titat he was diftingoifhcd by having 
the ear of royalty ; the proprietors tboi^bt it bet- 
ter to conply with his demand, than to rifijue 
incurring the difpleafore o£ z. perfoa whole fa- 
vour wa* of fucb importance to them. 

As a fiirther confideration, they knew be jad" 
great inftnence over all the:youngmen o£ t^ax- 
Uty, many of whom would be ha{q>y>in. having 
an opportunity of breaking chandeliers, and pid^ 
U^ up benches. 

It mult be fappofed' that I «ras not a little mor* 
tified, when I conlidered that a pcrifarmer, who 
had always been efteemcd of confequence, and 
who had every re^on to conclude hcrfelf iti ibme 
eftimation with the public, ihould, [acoortUng to- 
F 3 the 
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the ilagc pfaraie, be forced upon the managers. I 
was, fcowever, conlbled by the icflcftion, that I 
was ftitl honoured \^tb the friendship of my 
worthy benctaftor Mr, Brudenell, who had in^ 
duced Itjs brother the Colonel to efpoufc my 
canfe to warmly. 

I immediately fent my good friend. Alderman 
Cracrott, intelligence of this unexpected foccefs.' 
He was mucUpIcafed to hear of it ; but acqoaint-- 
ed me, at the iame time, of bis having beea in- 
formed, that my iiienorabie profecutrJK had 
bought up two note$ of mine, in order to make 
her debt above a thoufand pounds ; by wiiich fhe; 
intended to prevent me from taking the benefit 
of any a£l of inlblvency. And this fhe had done, 
notwithft&nding T had regularly paid her the tli-- 
pulated two hundred pounds a year, and had gi-; 
ven a proof of my honeft intentions, by> fcoming 
even a thought of taking advantage of an aA, at 
the time I owed near (wicf the fum Inow did. 
He therefore advifed me by all means to apply to 
Comte Haikng, with whom I had formerly had 
the honour to be upon the moft friendly termft 
to requeft that he would retain me for his houfe- 
keeper, as a fecurity for my perfon. 

The application was no fooner made, than 
granted ; and my proteftion was drawn up nearly 
in thefe words : 

" Whereas 
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" Whereas George Anne Bellamy, my 
*' houfe-keeper, informs mc, that fhe has con- 
" trafted fomc debts v^ich Ihe is anxious to pay ; 
" and as flie is olTbred an engagement at Covent- 
*' Garden theatre; I grant her my leave to per- 
" form at die faid theatre, upon thh condition 
*.' eniy, that flic appropriates her wioie falary for 
" the ufc of her creditors. 

*' Kgned, 

" Dc Haflang." 

The next day, my engagement at Covent-Gar- 
fcn theatre was publicly announced in the papers, 
together with my intended appearance, the Friday 
following, in the character of Cleone. 

I had now obtained the fummit of my prefenl 
hopes ; and as I know your feelings are fet in 
unifoB with my own, I dare fay you will enjoy 
with liie this momentary refpiK of mine from 
trouble —A mtmentary refpite I call it— For as 
Elbifa fays, upon reading Abelard't Letters, 

*' Whene'er thy name I find, 

" Some fure misfortune follows clofe behind ;" 
{o, with me, frelh troubles tread upon the heels 
of a relaxation from pain; as the hurricanes in 
die Wefl-Indics, and other countries fubjeft to 
them, are furely preceded by a dead calm. 
■ ■ ■ , ' G. A. B.* 

..... F 4 i.iT 
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Sept. ic^ iT-f 

1 NOW hnigmoi my pcribn tobff fecuro, and • 
t-liat all my a&irs viere fettled^ cscopt that .ofmy 
obdurate female credito; ; and: cvcii.hec I. had 
now no apprehenJioiiJi from, as I concluded Ihe 
would take the yearly fum fhe had agreed to do, 
rather than attempt breaking ^irodg^^ th4> laws 
of nations by attacking a. ptu'foni.fvhQwu^flili^^ 
tile known domefUc of ^ foreigii midi^ptr.^aai aar 
I was certain that I ll)ould be ahk to pay b«r^ the 
fiipulated fiHQ, from th« ptoducc of m^r benefit, 
as it was not due till ,^k- April followingi 1 ^ 
Hiy heart at i«ft upon that fectr«. 1 wia^ likcwifo 
perfcfUy happy, that, notwithftandittgmy-. Aidd^a 
ijefcatppment i& the mid4Ie of the feaibn, I had 
nothing to apprfh^tut from the lofs of the pyhlie 
favour ; as, the very morning the play I was to ap- 
pear in WAS^ advertifed, cvjeiy, pZafie in th« houfc 
was taken/ . , . • 

But, to my very great momficat^D, I fonijd the 
tranquillity, which I hatl aflumcd, to be felfacioua ;. 
and the ferene profpedl, that feemed to prefeitt it*^ 
ielf, as unfubflantial ae the bafelcfs fabric of z 
dream. The houfc-keeper who lived with me 
. duriag 
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during my abode in Jetmyn-ftroct, and in whom 
I had wholly coBiided, had ai^opriated the ftoney 
all0w«l.,fo£ the ezpADcesof tbe howfe to har ovn 
ufc ; and,, bp brm^ig me in fells 9ihtchcrs> iradts 
JDS hti'itrre everything wu. paid ft>r.;<by vluch 
mCJUU'I fonod- myielf two hundred pounds more 
in debt than I thought for- Wiihi the money 
thm fnudolently obnoaed, the li&d:>purehalcd her- 
self a hulband, whom Ihe accompahied to Sntt* 
Miluidj hit nuxre. country.. 

This occafipnedl ms muiy unwckonie vifitors; 
and obliged me to be tronblefome once more to 
my good fiicnd Mr. Hcame, who lent me the 
moDsyi and I diicha^ed all tlieir bills. I now 
'conchidcdl was. exonenUwd from all claituc that 
could be made i^on me, but I wasitill deceived. 
Upon the retiewalcrf my letter of licence, I had 
ient it to Mr. Dcaxd, to whom I owed about 
feventcrai pounds, foshim to Jign. I did this as 
a mtea matter of foim ; fbr^ as I had expended 
brge £bm( viiih his^ father as well as himfelf, I 
had no ^iprehenJicns- about fuch a. trifie. 

But, inftead of fighing it, Mr. Dcard fcnt m« 
word he would c^ npon me. This he did on 
the morning- of the day I was once moiv to ex- 
b^it mylelf to- the public. Ht was iaArmed 
thiEt I was eng^ed^ and could not fee him ; 
But as he was very prdBngi and had forme cly 
F s ^''* 
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been very obliging in lending me diamonds, I 
i»tun0y im^ined his buiincfs was fomething of 
the fame purport. No words* however, can ex- 
prcfe my fright and aftonifhmcnt, when he in- 
formed me, that he had a demand upon me for 
one hundred and odd poands, for a pair of ear- 
rings he had lent me, and which he told me had 
been pledged at Mr. Watfon's, in Princes-ftrcet, 
Leiceftcr-ficlds. 

Had the fnaltey head of Mcdula been prefented 
to my view,- 1 could not have been more petrified 
thaixiwas. at receiving this information. The 
pair of ear-rings had been lent me before I left 
London ;. And when I had no! longer any occa- 
ijon for them, I retlimed them by ia perfbn I 
thought I could entToft ; but I now tbund fhe had 
been di(honeft enough to pawn them. ■ Mr. Deard 
told me, . that he was fenfible I knew nothing, of 
the affair ; but that did hot exonerate me from 
being accoucuble for them. Had I returned 
them myfelf, as I certainly ought to have done, it 
would have prevented this difagreeable tranf. 
a3Lon> 

What nude this .circumflance the more fingnlar 
w^s, that I had fent the letter of Ecencc, when it 
was fiift dravn, to Mr. Deard, ^d he had fignied 
(t for thefuQi before- mentioned- The unhappy- 
wretch, who tojnmitted this breach of truft, ^vas 
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in polTdlion of 3 fornine at the time fhe Hi it, - 
and had paid the debt of nature onlya few nnnths 
before I was made acquainted with her difhonefty. 
She bad before borrowed a watch of mine, firt 
with diamonds, which fhe had alfo pledged ; but, 
in companion to her youth and family, I did not 
proceed to extremities. 

- There was no refource now left, but to pay the 
money. For this purpdfe I fent once more to 
Mr. Heame, That worthy man came immediate- 
ly, and fettled the affair; but not without Tc- 
proaching Mr. Deaid, in the iivereft terms, for 
deferring to inform mc of this untoward tranf- 
adion till the day appointed for my appearance, 
whi<h he well knew mufi be a very improper 
time to difcompofe my mind. He told him, as 
my being in Scotland was no fecret, he oi^ht to 
^ave wrote to me there, that I might have had the 
carlieft information poffiblc of an afiair which fo 
nearly concerned me. As Mr. Hearne had 
formerly paid hi£ lather and hitn large fums of 
money upon my account, this rcprehenfion came 
with double efficacy from his lips. 

Mr. Deard apologized for the omifAon, by al- 
ledging, that, as he knew me to be quite innocent 
of the aSair, he feared the knowledge of it would 
have affefied me too much at fuch a diftance ; 
and, as hekiww my principle, he had not enter- 
F 6 tained 
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tvnedtbeleaft'doubtof receiYing-^ moA^ g^on 
my Ktum to town. This, unlocky; acmdcsit di^ 
concertod. me greatly; but I nas. mUy aQ^y at] 
an offer of moic diMnonds, which he h»i biQught 
with him, to decorate me. After what- had ]»Sedk 
Iir^eAed them -nitti fbow afperity i and I liafin. 
formed a refolation of never borrowing any) 
jsoclsin futniic but o{ Lady< Tynmleiyi which I 
oanfidercd as vay own ; hor X^yfhip having fre^ 
quentiy dedaied, that Hit hadwUltd aU tboft fto 
pofief&d to me, upon, her deaiife. 
^ Thei apprchenfioDKr naturaUy attettdant on q 
firfl: appearaiicc, caabe juc^edrof onlybyra-rpfir-^ 
.former. And this is greakty heightonedt. wbmfi 
tiicic.is an aturiety to pce&rve rc^unijon:^ pp^Of 
fe^on which has baan- veryhatdly acquiicd*. The 
ilfc-judged vt£t of^ Mr. Dcavd madcno inconfider- 
able addition to &< pettusbaCkmR I cxpmeacvdi 
upoathis ocoafioQ. They>weni, hewe-irer,. fooik 
lemoved by the incc&tit pJandiltsr-I' mnived- &09ik 
every pact of the hotafc; Bufe^ ent^wwa^f^ aa 
thefc were, dwy did. not- gnrttfy aiyr feedings fe 
much as the fplendid appsktancc of-nppft of n^ 
ftrmd: patrons&s.- Atilong- them: 1; lefrj.wjth 
plcafow, all the Iadie» b«k>i^Bg ta }h«. ^taiUy «4f 
the gentleman Ifaat baid pecicuivd m)Si fcpgagmOBQtt . 

The manges, encoaeaged hep ti» tejiXevuf^ 
martu ofa^pn^stian: vThich:we)rc'. bnQK>we^ti|>(Hk 

■ • me 
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me at the concIuliDa ef tbo piece, very injxtScuiffy 
g^ve it oat for the nexf oyeningi They ^ ao% 
«Qn&4cr tluttbiv w9«Fai>>^ttraittgbtfa and cqi^ 
qucntl^ (cy gnat a (hour eC bei^ty- was n*t 19 bn 
espefted to grace tbc boxes. Bcfidest ^ aatbttv 
being now 4eadf, aa well as moft of lu* fiiciuU 
and JAippoxtsn, ami th» diftre£i b«Dg fo vvtf 
deep thtt fen pfiifofta couU &»nd the e&£U of iti 
Ufa ^lexfi was npt at thw timfr beld iaiob}^ 
efiimation as it once was. It. eovttqiMoAy did 
not fncceed the fecond nig^t^ thoi^^ldayed after 
ifl the oourfv of the winter. 

But I nutft ohfsve,. th«i; the managers b«v« it 
;d^yS'ia ifaoir power to d^r^s a porformor, cren 
if p«lIefledofn)w;hg^ter merit tHw ev«rl could 
boaft; imd I am weBperi^mdedttbat, if thegraateft 
a£tor that ey^r «!V, andi. >T< ray hvwhle opiiu(^> 
ever wiUhe* badnel iai:lbt<imiti«srm(!iif rfhim/elf, 
the choice- of his oharAQcr^s, Vtd the tioupg of 
tbe.fVprcjentfttions, he wovld nor h»ver^ne«l 
tfaje eOimatiea he fo jMiUy-defiwed, and oarTipd 
with him to th4 gRve^ Thc' tfutit of the ion- 
g9i)aea0(|Etifln:Will ba moeffvUy proved, by hi> 

tnMomm «f; tbe tw«i 411- fe«wle.pQrii»smi!re that 
cKci; teed t^ ft«s^,4«dcftATQdl]&«a)<ihntt!d CibWx 
WidjGUv^. 

The following incident, trifling as it amy t^f 

pear, cootiibuted in no ijoall degree towards Mr. 

Garrick's 
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Garrick's prejudice againft the latter offhefetws 
a6tre^ ; and affords ft proof that the -Icaft re- 
fleflion on his judgment, relative to any part of 
die dicatric line, was fure toprocare for Ae of- 
fender his lading enmity. When " Barbarofli'* 
was firft brought out,' his drefe was fo very lingu- 
lar, that Mrs. Clivc could riot- help exclaiming, 
the moment ftie faw him entdr the Green-room, 
" My God I what is -this I I declare, it is the 
*' royal lamplighter i" ■ 

So pointed an impromptu occationed a laugh, 
particularly from myfelf ; and the lady loft, b^ 
this firoke of humour, the regard of th^ manager, 
who would fttcrifice every thing to his vanity.- 
And, notwithl^aitding Mrs. Clive's tncnt as an 
aftrefs was. fo didinguiOicd,! he ■ ever after feized 
every opportunity to lellcn and mortify her. 

Mifs Elliot, a yerf beautiful young woman, and 
who had gireat tatctits, had got pofieffion of all my 
parts in comedy, except Lady Townley. ■ Juliet, 
and two '-or three ofeers, were reftorcd me by Mifs 
Macklin ; but 1 had not much employment at 
the theatre. This, however, did not give me ib 
{great concern as it w«uld have done foEmeiiy; 
fo> my 4ttendanc^ at his Excellency Comte Haf- 
lar^'s engrofled every day it confideraWe part of 
my time. 

'Mr. ■ 

-■■■■ t:<K,yic 
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Mr. Beard informed me, one evening, tliat 
" Coriolanus" was commanded for the following 
Thurfday. I immediately pointed out to him, 
the impraAicability of my recOTCring fuch a part 
as Verturia in a day. He anfwered me vcrylhort, 
tbat I muft pofitivcly play it,* as i had been tx- 
frefsly named; and, confeqtiently, it moft be. So 
flattering a di(lin£tion could not feil of affording 
me the grcated plcafure, and exciting my utmoft 
emulation. But the very anxiety which urged me 
to excilj made me the more impcrfcA ; and I had 
the mortification to fcel, that I never played io iU 
in my life. TTiJs failure was greatly exaggerated, 
by being contracted with the fucccfs I. bad ufualty 
met with in this charafler. }t had always been 
efteemed one of thofe in which I moft fhone. 
Indeed, to fpeak the truth, I verily believe, that 
no performer, entitled to the leaft oierit, could fo 
completely have malDtcred a Roman matron, as I 
unfortunately did that night. 

My fecond mortification was relative to L>ady 
Townley. As I had always gained great reputa- 
tion in that charaAcr, had it been prtptrfy an- 
notmcedy there was every reafon to'conclude that the 
audience would have be«i'btiUi^t ; but beihg only 
lubftitutcd in the place o£ an'opcra, upon the in*< 
difpolition of a linging pecformcr, i;t was confe* 
quently reprefenled to a very indifierent honte. ' 

*■■ S ' ■■:■■• Mf.' 
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Mr. Woodward had at this period di^lved the 
partqerOiip, which he had very ioJBdicioiifly en- 
tfittd into with Barry. This gentleman, as I 
havf already oblerved, had accumulated, by his 
uncoQUOon talents, and his oeconomy, the fum ' 
o£ clovm thou&nd pounds. Upon his having 
fonie dlfpiit«' yriih the great Rofcius, who, it is 
well known, eould bear no brother near the 
tiUfOnC) hfl weQt. to Ireland, as before related ; 
wbere, after fbui; y«us labour and vexation* he 
fbund hknfelf ilrippcd of every guiaea be had- 
been po^^ed of, bejidcs being involved in the 
j,oint debts. He had thuefon commenced a fiut 
in Chjmcny agaiaft his late partner, and . re- 
twmdto England. 

The fbl^eqvem winter he engaged at 0>vcnt- 
Garden, where his fuccefs was attended with 
great advan^ice to the proprietors. This exc^U 
Itot aStor wai linown in the theatre to have for- 
merly been my profafled admirer, The atten- 
tion hfr now feeswd to. pfky me. vras therefore 
immediately fet down to t^ fame account Mifs 
EUjet's ill iMdth oU^pig h^r often to dedino 
pltQriDfi all. the obflffaAecs I had once pqSeBid 
DOW' reverted to their owner; whicti occafio&ed 
Mr. Woodward and mj^elf.to agpeajr genen^jF 
ia .the: fame pieces* 

Uoifojtiiottely-foT me* s. difagKement foUifted 

between him and the manager, altiiQt^h they 

L. .,Coo;, had 
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InuifoRRntly Myed. in tbt> ftridleft intimacy. Mr. 
Woodnird't. ftcnui^ . partiality tomrds- dm con- 
sequently' involmd pie in Mv. Beavd'b dilplcafure. 
AnoAcF 'circumftance tendei to aagment thit 
unmerited impreflion : The nsanagor had' Ittdf 
marriut Mr. Rack's daughter, vnth whom, as I 
have inferiBcd yau, Iwii fomb years back fo in- 
nmatc. Tbis ladyi, hMrevei, having indifcreetfy 
Gspeatcd fome conreriatiAn which pal&d af Mr. 
Calcraft's table, he dcHred I would decline rs-^ 
ceiving her vj£tt. A great Mobufs- was ibe r- 
iuiX), aad m aewariafter we>i>e'iapon-fri««4lyWrma. 
1 can account no other urayibv tbit Vlteifatiqti in 
die beiianoin Qf the oianagar, whi«b' had' »tmyi 
beeit cordial till that ev«trt eo^ pfcwe:' ■ 

. Sir Geei^ Metham at lengilw came to tovn 1 
and, foon after his vrlval, he dc^nd I would ttt- 
vite Mr: Alderman Cracrbft and Mr. Fortvfll to 
dinner, in order to fotdc the preliflHiuny {ttiptteu 
wardB t^c difpofal' of tli« eftate he< propofod lo Mb 
Hei opAn this occafion^ repeatfld the premifa iHi 
had matte met wheA at- Cava, of difchatgit^g lA 
my flcbts- a$-' fiion' as be received ^e pikchaA 
money. Bat iH fottiine- was ftiD to pvtCao- ibc4 
Mr. Cracroift was not able, among all his eon- 
ijedtons^ to get any one to purchafe die efiate at 
the price fet upon it. The hopes I had indulged^ 
and wttli fo good a profpeCt of their completion^ 
were 

- ^'■""i''^ 
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viext cQak^Kiitly fhiftraCed) for a coolnefs fcioir 
aftcr took place, which obliterated ail thefe pro- 
fellioQS i and the inoncy- 1 cxpcftcd went to pur^ 
chafe ail annuity for a lady he afterwards formed 
a eonneftion with. 

When my benefit came to be fixed,. the n!ian^;er 
and myfelf had fome words rdative to Mils 
Wordley's performing on the occafion. . That 
young lady wilhed to try her fortune upon the 
London ftage. I delired much to indulge her, as 
I was at this time fo attached to her, that I feared 
Ihe would be obliged to enter into fome country 
fomptnyi or go to Ireland, if fhe could not get 
tn, ofig^eitimt in town. The play performed on 
my night, was " Romeo and Juliet ;" and tlie af- 
(ep-picce.was, " MUb jnbfr Teens i"j^ which iiic 
was to nlakjc her mtri in Tag. 
., I; it]ccceded in carrying my point a$. to the in-' 
t^uAloo of my: friend, and the receipt was the 
greateft that -bad ever been known. My great 
gold tickets, howerer, failed ; for I received but 
one: hundred from X<ord Holdernefs ; 0tf a~piccc 
from G<|neral Monkton, Lord Granby, and Lord 
Pig^ i and one )fifty in, a blank ctivcfl which I 
have often "fulpefte4 came from Mn Woodward. 
. G. A. B. 
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LETTER tXXXII. 

Stpt. JO, 17^ 

j_ H E day after. Sir Gcoige Melham fcnt to 
infonn me that my fbn was much indifpofed, and 
requeued me to come to t'aJace-yard. Having 
a vifitant with me. That was jlift come from Scot- 
land, I could not obey the fummons till after 
dinner. 1 then went, with a promise of return- 
ing as foon 33 polEblc ; having been informed, by 
the terrant who brought the meHage, that my 
dear George had only a flight cold. 

■When I arrived, I found Mr. Maeklin tite-a'tete 
with Sir Geotge ; who had informed the baronet 
that I was going to be married to Mr. Woodward. 
The ^furdi^ of fuch a report could only be 
laughed at, on its being mentioned to me ; and 
anfwered with, "Yes, to be furc !'* After the 
veteran was departed. Sir George preficd me much 
to ftay the evening. I told him I could not pof- 
fibly comply with his rcqueft, as 1 had left com- 
pany at home, to whom I had promifed, and 
good manners obliged me to return. Notwith- 
ftanding this, forgetting his ufval politenefs, ht 
entreated me again to ftay ; and, in fpite of aU 
his ufual tion-chalence, I verily believe, h^d I 
beea 
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been ^acetrd, he would not now have been a r^i J 
obferver of thofe folemn eathi which had given 
him fo much paih at Cave. 

Upon my {till perliAing in goii^, he hinted at 
the report relative to Mr. Woodward, which, I 
«wny difpbafed me much ; fbr it could not rcally 
Ue {uppofedf that a pcdbn «£ that gentieinan's: 
^eand prudence, efpeaiiUy ai he had loft a fbr- 
t-uiK, and wu CDdeavouring to lave another, 
would marry a woman, even if fhe were inclina- 
ble, 1^0 was. fo mnc± inhrolved at myfelf, and 
was not the beft aBcononift. in the w^ld.. Wlie-- 
t^ Sir George a&fied to befieve. the: rcpOTt, in- 
order to ferve as %p1CB fiir hit not. fut6iling tii« 
Tweeted proraifcs he had made iiie^ or whether 
be was really jealous, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine;, but fach a coolnnfs. iaoicdiateijr. took 
place, diat I never bsi hint from tilts time till 
within the& bdtieven years, when he called upoO' 
tne to render me fbme affilUncc. 

I have often regretted, that a man and woman 
cannot live in tliat unimpalEoned friendfliip wiih 
each other, which fubUfts between two perfons of 
the lame fex, without being fdpcCted by the world 
ef a connection of u mora tender narure, and ac- 
quiring eenforc thereby. I fcarcely ever knew 
an inftance, except in the intimacy between the 
junitble Jemmy Moor, whofe untimely fete I have 
recorded, 
L., ..,Coi).^lc 
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ntorded, aad tafC^, which lafted unchxngetble, 
and xttreproaehed, all death fevered the buid of 
friendniip which unitsd us. 

I hope my fex will excufc the declaratioii, butt 
freely acknowledge, tfait I generally prefer the 
oonverfadon of the men to thvt of females. The 
topktofthe laoter ufaally turn upon Mbimaot 
feandal, both of which I am now a ftraoger to. 
Scandal in particular I hav« always held in Che 
higheft deteftation, and I have made it the fabjeft 
of my reprchenlion in one of my preceding let- 
ters. Though I am now confined to a plain coi^ 
I Ihall ever retain the fame -contempt for tint 
faypocrify, which this part of the fMoate attire ton 
often covers. On the contrary, 1 hsre. every 
reafon to admire iincerity ; for, by wallui^ bind 
in hand with that celeftial vifitor, it hat procured 
for me the friendSup of many pcrfona of die beft 
underitanding, as well as the beft faearti. 

As I iball have occaiion to mention Ur, 
-Woodward frequently in my fubfeqnent lettefs* 
i fhall endeavour K> draw a portrait of him in 
private life. His merit as on aftor was fo nni> 
Tcrfally lenown, and juftly admired, as to ren^ 
all eult^ums on that head UHnece^Tary. Hemm 
educated at Mcrdiant-Taylors-fchooIt wh^ )w 
foon attraSed the notice of the mafteti^ by the 
rapid [sogrefs he fflftde in his ft^ics. I have 
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often heard Sir George Har, as well t$ Di. Town- 
ley, the late Mafter, (ay, tlai l\e excited the fur- 
prize of every one, for he feemed to leara by in- 
tuition. ' 

He early fliewed an attachment to the ftage ; 
and his father meeting with misfortunes, he was 
induced to try tlie advantage of the tstlents, with 
which nature had endowed him, in the theatrical 
line, in preference, to the church, for which he 
was intended. As his figure was elegant, it pro- 
cured him the admiration of fomc of the gay 
frvl ones, which occafioned him to fpend feveral 
.years in diiBpation. This was the rpore extra- 
ordinary, as he. was naturally of a grave turn of 
mind* He was, indeed, fo modi fo, that to thofe 
who were not intjmate with liim, it liad the ap- 
pearance of iU-i^tured aufterity. 
. <1 iA'v^. ah«ady. inforjned you, that he had a 
ftiong underiUndiiig, jmproved 1^ cuUivation, 
JJJA knowledge was ejttenfve, without aqy alloy 
of pedantry * but be never made aii ofientatious 
.dtfplay of it. He was a Jiioft entertaining com- 
panion when he approved of bis company, but 
fefervcd in the extreme when he did not. He 
well knew the value of money; but few were 
mor.c rflady, when a proper occafion offered, to do 
aiigenefous a^ion. He was the raoft prindpUd 
man I ever was acquainted with ; and he gave mc 
the ibllowingpToof of his being;fo. M^r: 

- ^'■""•i^^ ■ 
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Mr, Lewis onp day reproached him, at Vhe 
dieatre, with his appearing at rebearfal in a coat * 
linle out at the 1 «lbow$^ ' This he 'tmpated to 
ptide, as be feid'bc would not hftve done fo but 
from a confcioufneti of his - opolcnce. When 
Mr. Woodward repeated the circumftancc to me, 
I enquired! wb^he gaveMr- Lewis occasion for 
fach a remarkfi by'a[^aring in fo wornacoatF 
To which hcvCTy /erioufly and _fig*i^aHtij re- 
plied, " Madam, /-cannbt afford to run in debt." 
I cannot Jay but i felt very forciblythc juAice of 
this repro^Ji i- and as perfons are generally dif- 
pieafed when they feel themfclves_/?«»»(rby afranh 
rcniembraaiur^ I was 'not'in good humotir, for 
fome time, with my monitori * 
■ WbJlft be was under age, he entered iitto'ait 
engagement to pay his father's debts; but not- 
witbltand&^ he might have availed himfe'lf'^f tint 
ciFC«mftante, he difcharged the; whole of ditm' 
wit^' gt«u Iwndui:. He ^fet: his bA>ther up In' 
buliiie^ twice ; and was one t>f 'the &eft of fon^ 
to his mother, with whom he Teiided till his un- 
fortunate Irifli expedition. ^^ hai% thiis{;Ivcn yoa 
ch£ outlines of his: charaAeF. ' To enumerate his 
virtues, and to place them iii the eonfpicuous light 
they merit,: lies not within tlK reach of my feeble 
peiv 

■". - Let 
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Let me idd, that I am of opinion his: gravity, 
whieH wai tre^qucntly.mi&onftnted inl» prid«,was 
occ^fiMMd by X bodily complaiBt be laboured xia~ 
^ more Han tvtcnty yesn, ahd Ivbich waa ihe 
eaHlTe of .his death. I have been credibly in- 
Iwinedf tbAt, hftd aot a hbtnei^le dolioacy pre- 
vented liim .frdm rt^ng Mr. Bromfeld (a gen- 
tletnan of whofe chirucgicxl abilities he had the 
hi^h^ dpinioii) acquainted with bis diforden, 
thtfe:wouJd have been the greateft t>ri^babiUt]r of 
his being reftoted to health, and he might faav* 
ct^ojed an equal longevity with bis contempom- 
yiet, Madtiinand Yates. 

I have rbeen led on' to introduce. the death of 
this great a£tor, and alight man, long before I 
*i|ghc to have done it ; but the fiibjc£t. of his life 
was fo kitenfthig to me, that I covld not break 
off wUIft any thing remained to be faid of it. I 
b^pc it will not ptove unacceptable to thofe who 
a^ired' hiSi theatrical talchts, to find that his me- 
mory bas I^ewife a claim to veneration upon ac- 
count of Jus private Vtrtaes. I may, indeed, moA 
traly fty widl Hamlet, " TakoifaiHx for all in all," 
oMnlMiinig.dl bis claims U rc^K^t, "weilnll 
** not )e^>vpon<h& like ^ain." 

As I know yoB ftetidipitte in ewery circUm- 

ftance that concerns me, I am perfuaded you will 

read with pleafure this juft, but inadequate tribute 

4 to 
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to the worthicft of men, who was at once, " mf 
" patroD) iiitker,yn'««</." Sufpicious miads may 
perhaps annex another terra to thcfc ; to fuch I 
Jhall only {ay, that, had I been at that time in- 
clined to enter into a tender cpn[ie£lion, I had 
many folicitations from . thole who would have 
fupported me in a Tery high Unc. People judge 
in general from appearances ; and if thofe con- 
cerned do not think it worth while to explain 
thefe appearances, they always receive an unfa- 
vourable interpretation. Any further explanation 
of the nature of the union which afterwards toolc 
place between this gentleman and myfelf will be 
unnece0ary, as it might be colleflcd from many 
^afiages in the preceding part of this letter. 

At the coDclufion of the feafon, I had permiffion,, 
from his excellency Comte Haflang, to make a 
tour to the continent. His former boufc-keeper, 
'who was now become Lady Paramount, had a 
^oufe at Paddingtqn, which induced his Lord- 
fllip to prefer dining at the club; and, in the 
evening, to join his iniimf, Lord Falmouth, at 
Vauxhall, where the amuletne^ of thcfe two no- 
blemen confifted in entertaining ladies of a parti- 
cular denomination. 

Nothing happened during this excurfioa worth 
relating. Upon my return, my mother's houfe 
being let to a family of the firft quality, I took 

VOL. 17. G apartments 
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apaitmcnta in Rider-ftrcet, St. James's ; and as I 
was now at liberty to have Mifs Wordley with 
me, I requeued her company. I nave already, I 
think, informed you, that this young woman, 
before fhe was ftage-ftruck, lived in the Earl of 
Powys's houfe, and was educated by her fether, 
who was a profound fcholar and divine, and en- 
dowed with a found underilanding. 

As this daughter fecmed to be the only one out 
of three that had the happinefs of enjoying the 
gifts of nature in a fimilar manner with himfelf, 
Mr. Wordley had taken uncommon pains to cul- 
tivate the feeds fo vifible in her infant mind; 
and the culture was not bellowed in vain. She 
joined, to a brilliant wit, the grcateft humanity 
and the beft of hearts. This naturally endear- 
ed her to me ; and though by reafon of her 
marriage, and her being the celebrated Quaker 
' preacher, I am now deprived of her company, 
yet I am happy, when Ihe calls upon me, to 
fee that Ihe retains her ufual chearfulnefs ) and 
I onnot help regretting thofe days of entertain- 
ment and innocent mirth, we have fo often en- 
joyed together. 

About this period an application was made to 

me by Mr. Woodificld, to pay a conliderable fum 

for fome red champaign, which, by Mr. Calcraft's 

delire, I had ordered fix>m him to fend to Lord 

Granby 
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Grai^ in Germany ; and I had another demand 
irom Fiamore, of the Star and Garter tavern, for 
claret, for which I had tikewife indifcroetly wrote 
an order for Calciaft, when I relided in Parliament- ' 
llreet. A s I could not think myfelf liable to thefe 
demands, I took no manner of notice of them ; 
the confequcnce of which was, that they both 
commenced actions againft me. 

Accordingly, as I was preparing one night for 
the opera, I was horwured with a vifit from two 
sf the catchpole iratemity, who told roe I muft 
take the air with them, before I indulged my ears. 
The debt I had contraAed of Woodifield, on 
Lord Granby's account, I could by no means li- 
tigate. His Lordfhip was abroad, and I was too 
much indebted to his generofity to think of writ- 
ing to him upon fuch a fubjed. 

When I arrived at the officer's houfe, the man 
feeing me better drefled than his vlfitors ufually 
^re, and recollecting my voice, he took my word 
for my fettling Mr. Woodifield's a£lion the next 
day ; and giving bail for the other, which I was 
determined to conteft, in order at once to expofe 
Mr. Calcraft, and try the validity of my protec- 
tion. For tliough 1 did not lodge in the AmbaC- 
{ador's houfe, I was actually his houfe-keeper, 
and remained upon the lift till the Comte's d<;atii. 
But I only availed myfelf of his proteflion once. 
G 2 Whilft 
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Whifft tjiis affair was in agitation, I fent for Mr. 
Willis, M;". palcraft*5 .clerk, to whom I remon- 
Jlrated upo;» this frcfH iiifiancc of his maftei's il| 
treatment, but coulfl obtain no redrcfe. My let^ 
fsr to Mr* Cakraft wi)l. Jiowcvcr, elucidate thefc 
fa.ea.Q and qngen^emaa-lilite traoik£tions. 

I was objUgcd, bj this uncxpc£ted event, tQ 
have recourfe, once more, to th,e friendship of 
Mf ■ Heariic, who iino[fcdijte]y affifled rac. This 
Ia0 %in, acc9n}i}JUte.d that gciBtl!:piaD'5 debt to 
Sijf. hvndrcfj and forty pounds ; for, bjcfides the 
different fu,?>s [ li^d bprrowcd .of him, be h^d rc- 
de,eine4 f?mP yaluablc? which I l^ad left with Mr. 
Maclexvaii}) pf Dablin, in order to difchargc every 
Remand upon mp^yh^nlaftl was in th^tJiingdom. 
Aniong diefe thing; was a gold enamelled Ihuff- 
box,'a gift of l^e ))eautiful Countefs of JCildare 
(fince Duchefs of Leinfter), and as fuch was ef- 
teemed invaluable by me. This, I own, was 
the only piece of elegance I ever fevercly regret- 
ted parting widij norfhovjd 1 eycr have parted 
■ with it, had there not been almoft a certainty of 
my having fo valuable a tauTf. of -her L^dydiip's 
partiality reflored to me. This depoGt, together 
with three or foiir dividends, and feme ticket^ at 
my benefit, ai^ all I have been able to pay of this 
large debt ; and inexprellibly happy ihaU I be, if 
evpt it is in my power to difchargc it. In the 
' mean 
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mean time, I fhall retain the moil lively gratitude 
for iucH frequent i nterpolitions in my favour. 

The beingr too fanguine in my hopes has led 
me into many difficulties ; but the indulgence « 1' 
thefe expc£lations originated from my having 
been fo fuprcmcly fortunate as to meet with fucii 
lingular friends as the Mifs Merediths, Mifs St. 
Leger, Mifs Gonway, I,»dy Tyrawley, and Mn. 
Cracroft, as well u Mr. Woodward, whofe for- 
mer paffion was now mellowed into friendship. 
I have, however, bad the mottification to outlive 
thtmall. 

Female friendfliip never becomes the fubjeA 
of my pen, or of my conver&tion ; but that molt 
beautifiil deicription given of it by Shakfperc, in 
hia " Midfommcr-Night's Dream*," immedi- 
ately occurs to my memory, and raifes in my 
mind the mqft pleafing fenfations,— As it is not 
inapplicable here, the mutual afic£lion which fub- 
fiited between the foregoing ladies and myfel£ 
being of the purcll and moil exalted kind, I will 
tranfcribe for you the lines : 

** Ji all the counfel that wc two hare fhar*d, 

^' The fifter vowi, the houri that we have Ipent, 

•* Whea we have chid the hally-fboted time 

•* For parting us : Oh ! and is all forgot } 

** All fchool-days frieadfiiijv alaldhood ionocenCe t 
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" We, Hen^a, like two artificial godi, 
*' Created with our needles both one flower, 
" Beth on one fampler, fitting on one cuQiioti, 
' " Both warbling of one long, both in one key ; 
" As if our hands, our fides, voices, and miods, 
" Had been incorporate. So we grew tkgethcr, ■ 
" Like to a double cherry, feeming parted,\ 
" But yet aa union in partition ; 
" Two lovely berries moulded on one ftem, 
" So with two feeming bodies, but one heart ; 
*' Two of the firfl:, like coats in heraldry, 
*' Due but to one, and crowned with one crefl." 

G. A. B. 
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Oftobcr 3, 17— 

J\. T this period Mrs, Cracroft died, which gave- 
me real pain, as we were for-yeais in the ilriftcft 
fricndftip. This excellent woman was greatly re- 
gretted by all who were acquainted with her emi- 
nent virtues. She poilefled the moft cxcbanting 
placidity of difpolition, joined to the moft liberal 
fcntiments -, and notwithllanding- fhc wa3 a mi- 
racle of chaftity hcrfclf, Ihe felt cotnpafiioa for the 
frailties of her fcx. Nor did ihe think berfelf 
contaminated by an intimacy with a much-injured . 
woman,, 
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woman, that fHe knew had been grofsly impofcd 
upon, and moft wickedly traduced. 

Permit mc juft to fay, upon this occaiion (for, 
if 1 recoiled aright, I have touched upon the fub- 
}e£t in a former letter), I have always obferved, 
that the realiy virtuous of our fex ever view with 
compaffion the errors of thofe who have been 
feduced by the artifices of defigning men; and, 
though totally unacquuntcd themfelves with the 
frailties of human nature, in this point, (An be- 
ftovr a tear of pity on the martyr of an unguarded 
moment. — Challity is undoubtedly the brighteft 
ornament that adorns tlie female mind. I agree 
with Diana, when (he fays, 

*' My chaftity'i the jewel of our houfe, 

" Bequeathed down from aauy anceCtora ; 

" Which were the greateA o!doquy i'lh' world 

" la mc to lofe*.'* 
But I can by no means allow, as the cenforious 
part of the fex feem to confider it, that this virtue 
is the only needful one ; and when a perfon has 
been unhappily deprived of it, though by the tnoft 
ledu^ve arts, every other good qualification take* 
its flight with it. 

Lady Tyrawley's health vifibly declining, V 

became very apprehcnfive that her lofs would fooa 

fuccecd that o( jriy: much regretteu fticnd juft 

• AU'i weU that ends well, hSt IV. Same U, 

G 4 mentioned. 
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nicntioncd. Fc* cvehings psSedj withoht my 
t.ceiving 3 funmons to Soincrfet-houfe. Her 
Ladyfhip, however, remained ia this fituation for 
ihrtc or four years. 

As foon as the tbeatte thut up, I agaih vifited 
the continent. I had there the pleafure of bear- 
ing, that Madam Brillianti the French aflrcfs I 
have frequently mentioned, had retired from the 
gay fcene of life Ihe had becR fo long cng^^ed uii 
to the gloom of a convent. Though ftillefieemed 
in her theatrical profeflion, and with an cxtcnfivA 
Train of admirers, among whom was one of the 
firft Dokes in that kingdom, flic refiftcd all thcil 
folicitations ; and,, notwithflanding Ihe had been 
i'o , unfortunate at to lofe her reputation^ flic bad 
the [cfcrlutton to pcefev falling, «id a l»rviary, to 
all the elegance and fplendor of Paris. This, in 
my idea, is rtal virtu* ; efpecially as fhe had for- 
feited the opinion of the world. But {he \i am- 
ply rep»d fiw every worldly lofs, by that happy 
tranquillity Ihfc no*, if flwftiU be living, enjoys. 

My going abrosd ttus year was occasioned by 
the following circiimftance> One of tny creditors 
promifed that he would £gn my fetter of licence^ 
i£ I would p&y hifn thirty gaineas, and be gave 
Alb aifurance in Writing <^ hi* doing flb ; notwith- 
ilanding which* the very evening of the day 1 had 
paidlbc money on, he fetrved me With a cbpy of a 
writ 

- C«,slc 
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writ for' the remaindn-. Exafperated it fuch nn- 
genetoB^ treatment, I gave bail, tad deter&iineS 
to Stand trial. Upon this occaCon Mr. Wood- 
ward retomteended Mr. Zachary Stephens, foli» 
citor in Chancery-lane, to mc, to carry dn theAiit. 
He undertook the Caufe, but through fome ncgleA 
(as the officer declared, either of his not being 
ferved with a proper notice, or his not Icrving 
one), judgment was fuffered to go againfl: toe, b]r 
what is termed default. 

Diftia£tedat the fuppofition 6( my bail's fuffering 
upon my account, and apprehenlive for my own 
liberty, 1 «ent, in order to acc^t the offered 
fricndifaip of Mrs. CoQier, who had fettled in 
France; to avoid the perfecution and extravagance 
of one of the worft of hulbandi. That lady im- 
mediately lent me the fum I required, and took 
niy ,note payable in a year. At her houfe I re- 
newed my former acquaintance with the beautiful 

Mrs. A- , who was fent abroad upon account 

of her having formed an impradent partiality for 
X c^ebrated finger. I fhould not have mentioned 
this cifcumftance, but as it led to a very disagree- 
able one many years after. 

Indeed, my life has been prada^the of fo many 

untoward and almoft incredible events, that. 

were tfierc not many perfoiis ftill living who can 

bear witnefs to the authenticity of them, I Ihould 

G J be, 
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be afhamed to lehte thcra ; as they tan& appear 
xathn the memoirs of a ftmdt Crufoe, thaa a re- 
lation of fa£ts. Such, however, fhould curioftty 
kad to enquiries, thcjr wiU be fbuod to be. 

Up<»i my tetatn to London, I waa informed 
that Mils Wilfoid, a coufin of Mrs. Rich's, was 
to debute in Efti&nia. This, added to the altera- 
tion in my circuadlances, caufed a great alteration, 
in Mrs. Rich's deportment to me. " There was 
a time," as Shore fays *, •* when my approach 
*' would make a little holiday; andcveiy-face was 
*' drelfed in fmiles to fee me." But as that ]ady'& 
tegards were only fhcwn to tht^e who baik in fun- 
fhine, and not to poor beings enveloped in a cloud 
lof diftrefs, I was no longer a fevourite with her. 

I could not, I acknowledge, claim a right to- 
objeA to the lady'f having atrial-part ; but, con- 
£dering the terms I had formerly been upon with 
the family, I ima^ned I had at leafi a r^ht to be 
eonfulted on the propriety of her appearance. 
At this time I had no acquaintance with any of 
them, except the late Mrs. Valquer, Mr. Rich*s 
youi^eft daughter. This lady poflcflcd many 
fliining qualities. To unafFefted manners, was 
added a goodnefs of heart which was viJible in all 
her words and adions. I conieqnently did not 
chWe to give her pain, by making her acquaint- 

* Jane Shore, Aft V. Scene I. 

ed 
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ed with the alteration which had taken place in 
her ilep^dacnc's behaviour towards me. 

About this time Mr. Kelly's '* Thcfpis" was 
published. He therein attribvites my not making 
the fame cclat in ray proftffion I had formerly 
done, to the embarrallcd ftate of my finances ; 
but, to make amends for this difagreeable obfervS- 
tion, he pays a compliment to my feelings. I did 
not, however, eftcem myfclf in the leaft obliged ; 
as I never wifh my left hand, upon fuch occafions, 
to know what my right band doea. 

Juft before the theatre opened, a very unto- 
ward circumflance happened to me> which gave 
lite proprietors ah opportunity, as they thought, 
of degrading me more in the eyes of the public 
than they had already endeavoured to do ; and 
they did not fail to take advantage of it, as the en— 
fuing feafon was the Jail of my article. 1 had 
paid Mrs. Ray, for that was th« name of my in- 
exorable profecutrix, for two years, the fum 
fiipulated; for which I only took receipts ai it 
was paid, not knowing there was any ncccllity to 
fee die four hundred pounds wrote off the obli- 
gation. 

As this was the cafe, I was furprifed fo- hear flie 

had called very often at my lodgings. Comte 

Haflang being ill of the gout, my whole time was 

fo taken up by my attendance upon him, that I 

G 6 was 
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was Jeldom tt home tiQ lato ; hj which mams Ibe 
was prevented from letting me know ha bufinftfa. 
She u laft left a note* infenning tab, ttM if I 
woTild infure my life, Ifae fhontd be pcrleAly Caff 
with regatd to her debt. In order to get rid (^ 
fo di&greeable a Ytfitant, I fent her fix- aafwcr, 
tliat, if flie would appoint a proper perfoa to traof- 
a£t the a^r, I would comply with her reqaeft, 
as I would by no means fee or fpcak with her. 

The next day my valuaMe friend and patrtm 
the eldcft Mr. Fox, who fiill fiatured me with 
mvks f^ his attention, bad promiied to dine 
'\nth me. Before his arrival, Mrs. Ray, accom- 
panied by a man, came in a coach to the do^r. 
Though I could* not imagine what could be her 
motive for leqnefting me to infure my life, as I 
was at that time in perfeft health, yet I expeSed 
the perfon (he fliould fend with impatience. Ac- 
cordingly I ordered the man to be admitted ; 
but the lady was refufed, as I had givcA pofidve 
order Ihe fhould never be fn&icd to emer my 
doors. 

A man, who fcemed to be an Italtaa Jew> now 
made his appearance. As foonashe wasfezted,not - 
having any doubt of the nature of hi« bofinefs, 
I aJked him what the inftiranco of ny Cfe, for the 
remaining four hundred pounds due to Mrs. Ray» 
would be? He appealed to be much forpriftd 
M 
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at my qneflioii. Upon which I repeated it. When 
be informed me, in broken Ei^Ufli, that I mt 
miftaken in his buTmelx. He £ud, du Tripolirte 
Amba&dor, to whom he wsb inteipreter, having 
long admired me, amlfindtl^ Aat I was indebced 
to the lady in qneftion, he had oflFcrcd to pay her 
the fum that was due to her> as well as my other 
demands, could the introduce his Excellency to 
me. I now found that the propofal for the in- 
furance of my life was only made ufe of as intro- 
dnftory to this plan. 

All the paflions that ever cntHcd into a female 
breaft immediately exerted their whole dominion 
over me. I was in an in&int torn by rage, con- 

- tempt, and offended pride. I know noC which 
was moft predominant ; they each ruled by toms ; 
and, as I had never met with lb grofs an infult 
before, the contending pafiions derived me o£ 
the power o£ oUerance. I was almoft choaked. 
As foon as I cqold a little recover myfcl^ I pulled 
the bell ; and the lervant immediaiely anfwering 
it, I ordered him to £hew the fellow down ftairs. 
The pandar, . faring &om my manner, and dw 
appearance of the footman, that if he did not di- 
reflly comply, he would be in dat^r of being 
. ihewn the fhorteft way down, haitlly rejoined his 
companion, and away they drove ; and I fOon 

. after: foQnd» to my coft, tba^ eoiaged at my not 
faUing 

. ^ ^^««l- 
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&Uing a prey to her machinations, Mis. Rajr 
went flrait to her attorney, and entered up the 
jadgment for the fum of nine hundred pounds, 
' two of which conlifted of debts that ihe bad 
bought up to accumtilate her own. 

G. A. B. 
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oaobec ij, 17— 

A S foon as Mr. Fox, and fome other gueft, 
who had dined with me, were departed, I pre- 
pared to go to his Excellency's to cards ; feut, as I 
palled through Jennyn-ftreet, I was overtaken &y 
the wretch's brother, who, almoft breathtefs with 
mnning after me, informed me that a man, who 
came up at the fame timr, had an a£tion ^inft 
me, at his lifter's fuit. The Ihock had fuch an 
ttRGt upon me, that I dropped down fpeecblefs in 
the ftreet ^Two fuch infults, fo quickly fucceed- 
ing each other, were not to be fopported. Had 
tiic latter come fingly, I could have borne it with 
Roman fortitude; but, united, they were too 
fcveie a trial. 

Had 1 been able to prefcrvc my rcafon upon 

this occasion, ^nd been acquainted with the laws, 

■ I might have preferycd my liberty, at leaft for that 

night; 
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nigEt ; for it feems the fellows who trrefted me 
had, in their great huriy, forgot the warrftnt ; with- 
out which, I find, the caption is not valid ; buf, 
during my imbccillity, one of them ran for if. 
You fee from this infiancc, at once, how nccef'* 
fary it is to prefcrre an equanimity of mind upon 
thcfe trying occalions ; and likewife how much. 
it behoves perfons, who are fa unfortunate as to be 
ill debt, to make themfelTes acquainted with the 
powers of thofe who are employed in the execu- 
tion of the laws by unfeeting and rigorous credi- 
tors. I have crften lamented, diat fimilai laws ts 
thofe of Scotland are not in force here. There 
fuch as are fo unfortunate as to be confined for 
debt, upon delivering up (heir all, are liberated in 
3 fhort time. By this means the prifons- are emp" 
ty, and the creditor receives at leaft a part of his 
debt ; which} otherwife, would probably, as is too 
often the cale, be diffipated during confinement. 
Lenity is produftive of renewed indufiry ; and^ 
to the honour of the Scots be it fpoken, that peoi- 
pie, as I had an opportunity of ohferving when 
among Aem, join the moft {brupulouS' honelly t» 
that good qnaUfication. 

I vras uken, during this fiate of infcnfibility, 

to the officer's houfe in Stanhope-firect, Clare^ 

market ; which happened to be the fame where 

my brother Captun O'Hara, as I have mentioned 

i ia 
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ia a fottan Ltttsr, wasi confined. It vra* fo ioAg 
bcfoie I came t» rayfelf, that the {atpxai, wb6 
wu feat for to bleed me, was appFehenfiv^fbr n^ 
liie<-^H^>y woidd it haw been, eveo at thlt 
penod, if tivfe appreheolions had been rftdiaed. ' 
For I m^ht juftly fay with M^Uda, " Had fome 
■* good angel opened the Book of Providence, 
.** uid let me fee my Iife> my heart had bUrfi 
** vtbim h beheld the woes, one by one, which I 
•' wac to endow-" 

The midFefi of the houfe had' fdme feeling -, 
and feeii^ lUc dreOed abovb the common tine, 
ibongh plain, and having bcfidbs Conceived foifte 
panialicy ibr me, aot only on ficcoattt of my be~ 
ing an aArefs, hut as fifter te her favearite cap- 
tain, who had fo often been her lodger, flie paid me 
more attention than perfont gtoerally meet with 
in fucb places. She fcnt for my maid, and kindly 
prevented all noife and confuflon in thei honfo, 
fiw five days, during whiclb I. itmained in a ftate 
of fileni infsnify. My mlid, to return the ob- 
ligation* ihe Ibot^ht 1 lay under to all thofe who 
fent to cAtjnire after me, to<}k the fcrvants that 
brought die merges, which were not a few, to 
the bar, and treaud tbim with tvhat Aey would 
have i and &i» isade no iaeonCdCrabJe addition 
to my exponce*. 
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The fixth morning of mj rdidcnce iii SAli 
place, the woman of the bonfe came up to mc, 
and toM me that tht trrit was returnable the next 
6ayi and If I did hot eat and drink, and gdt a 
hdiias rorpatf I Ibould be carried a corpfe to New- 
gate. The name of that dreadful place made me 
tremble -, bntj at the fame time, it roufed me as 
if I had been cledrificd. I immediately^ reco- 
vered froni my ftupidity, and aflted her what wai 
to be done ? She informed me, that it wouW be 
n^cflary for me to employ an attorney to proctire 
i baieas for mci and alio to fend and engage a 
lodging within the rales of the King's-£ench*. 
She added* that her fori, who was an attorney* 
Was belbw, tnd would be glad to fenre me; She 
concluded with taking me, that perlbns in the law 
iiever advanced any money fcir their clients ; 
though indeed they did not expe^ to hiiye their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it wa« 
fitfe, as it muft be with a lady who had credit 
enough to owe one perfon twelve hundred pounds. 
I llartled at the mention of fo large a fum, and 
defirfed her to explain herfelf; which flie did by 
telling me, that was the debt for which the exe- 
%]tion was levied againft me. 

What was how to be done I fcarwly Knc*. I 

had but a few guineas about me. The Comte 

was too muth itidifpoled to iuforto him 6f ray 

Situation ; 
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fitilatioi) ; and as my maid, upon her jtril being 
made acquainted with it, bad fent word to his ex- 
cellency that I had had a fall, which prevented mc 
from attending his lordlhip) I knew not bow to 
contradict her mellage, Mr, Woodward, as well 
as every otl^er perfon I could hope for aHiftance 
from, were out of town. I was informed that 
the habeas would not be more than iive or £x 
pounds 1 but tliat the expence of the rules would 
be conlideiable, exctuilve of my finding proper 
fureties. 

I now began to confidcr whom I could fend to 
upon this emergency. I had known Mrs. Stacie, 
when her hufband, kept an inn at Stilton. They 
, bad fince removed to the Bedford Arms in Co- 
Tent-Garden. Having conceived a very firong 
attachment for her, from frequently calling at 
their houfe at Stilton, I had promifed to ftand 
iponfor to the child ihe was pregnant with, npon 
my return fronj the north. I had not only per- 
formed this promife, bur had been called upon to 
appear upori the fame occafion to two others. 

Upon the ftrength of this acquaintance, I im- 
mediately applied to her for twelve guinea. I 
thought that fum, with what I had, would be fuf- 
iicjent to pay the whole of my cxpences here ; but, 
to my inconceivable furprife, they amounted to as 
much again ; io that I paid very handfbmely for 
the 

^ :..xoc,yic . 
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the civility die miftrefs of the houfc had fliewa 
. mc, in keeping it quiet. 

Mrs. Stacic came immediately on my fending 
to tier, and could not refrain from tears, at feeing 
me in fuch an unexpeded fituation. Her huf- 
band had given her a bill for twenty pounds, 
which fhe let me have ; and upon bearing that I 
had obftinately refufed all food, when flie re- 
turned, fhe fent me a fupper of all the niceties 
their houfe alForded. 

At the time this affair happened, my mother was 
upon a viiit in Oxfordfhire, and Mifs Wordlcjr 
was at Richmond, where ftie was engaged in the 
theatrical line. But the latter, upon being wrote 
to by my fervant, flew up to town, and brought me 
all the money (he could mufter or borrow ; which 
was very neceflary towards fettling my bill. 

In return for the civility the miftrefs of the 
houfe had {hewn me, I aSkei her to partake of the 
fupper Mrs. Stacie fcnt me. She cheerfully ac- 
cepted my invitation. During our meal, fhe 
enumerated all the perfons of quality who had oc- 
calionally been her vifitors. Among others of 
her guells, flie informed me that the wretched 
AyhfFe had been one, and continued there till he 
was removed to Newgate, 
■ After fupper, flic aflted if flie Ihould entcrtaia 
me with a fong ; for flie was reckoned, flie laid. 
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te have i Vitf fihe voice, "the oddity of her 
nunner, as flie made the propofali Joined it) her 
mafculinc figifrc* had fuch an tife& upbii my 
imagination, that I inltahtiy tiurft into a f loIehC 
fit of lavlghttf. Mifs Wordley, who teas alttayS 
anxious about me to an extreme, Xt^^s app'rehfin- 
five that I hdd falleni into hyfteficks ; and thi 
tniftrefs of the houfc, concluding they would hi 
attended with tl)c fame faintings I had ^xpeti-jnced 
fincc I had been her unfortunate lodger, was a\6i 
much alarmed ; but upon my aflhring her that I 
liad now fummoned ap all my refolution, ihe ft- 
Touted me With a fpecimen of her talehts, to onf 
entitt; fatisfa£tion. The approbation we exprefled 
gavtf ber fuch fenfible pleafure, that Hie CoftclHd^ 
tvith telling me, Ihe was fare, aS 1 W^ fond tit 
mufic, I mujiho Jtleafed *ith her toic«. 

^4t evening I rCceiVed a Itttct ftoHi Mr, 
Woodward, who was ju'ft come to towh, whercirt 
he reqaefted that 1 vrould permit hich to vifit me. 
In my anfwef, t begged that he trould not at- 
teitipf it i but I told him, that 1 Should be obliged 
to him if he would fcnd (btne p6rfon to get me i 
lodging in theKtiles, and be one of iiiy ftirtities. Mi*. 
Stacic havitig offertid to be the other, 'tb thish* 
readily confcntcd. I now refolved to keep up my 
fpirits, thcmgh I was informed I fnuft go into the 
prilbn, nOt#ith{tanding I had it in my power td 
obtain the Rules. The 
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The ne^t morning Mr. ThomaSf tben Lord 
Mansfield'^ clerk, came himfclf with the tlpfUfff 
to condud me over to the warden. Mr. Marfdea 
very polltely^ met me at the door of his houfe, and 
condudled mc into the parlour. My attoraey 
havii^ attended Mr. Woodward and Mr< Stacie 
there in the morning, to lettlc for the Rules, the 
, Marlhal knew of my coming, and I found every 
thing ufual for breakfaft prepared agunft I arrived. 
This grand point being fettled, I went to a lit-r 
tie vile lodging, which had been taken &r me, at 
the faoufe belonging to the Windmill in St. 
George's Fields ; a fpot rendered famous by Shalcf 
fpere, from being noticed b.y Juftice Sh^Uow', in 
the " Second Part of Henry the Fourth*.'* For 
this wretched place I was to pay t\^o guineas a 
week ; but the time to pKocure me a lodging bad 
been fo fhort, that the firft which offered was 
fixed upon. 

Mr. Marfden attended me hlmfelf, with great 
complaifance, to my new apartments ; and I was 
Dot a Uttle furprifed, upon our being feated, at his 
taking out a large purfe of gold, and prefenting it 
to me, with a requeft, that I would make uTe of 
it for my prefent exigencies, and return it to him 
^hen convenient. As an inducement for mydo- 
ing this, he obfervcd, that my expences muft 

* AS. in. Scene V. 

have 
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have been very great at the officer's houfe ; for 
tho-jgh the woman was remarkably civil, flie ge- 
nerally made her gucfis pay for that civility. I 
told him, that my relidencc at the officer's houfe 
had indeed been expcniivc, and related to bim 
what had occafioned it ; bat I begged to decline 
his offer, afluring him that I was not at prefcnt 
in heed of his kind aiEfiance. Upon which he 
took his leave ; entreating me, as he went out, to 
let him know, if I fliould at any time happen to 
be ftiort of cafh. 

When Mr. Maifden was gone, I could not 
help cxpreffmg my furprife to Mifs Wordley, who 
bad accompanied mc in this confitud tour, at his 
generous politenefs. My companion inftantly re- 
plied, '* I am amazed at your £mplicity ■ You 
** may be aifurcd it comes originally from Mr. 
•' Woodward \ As you have fo often rejcfted his 
*• pecuniary aflilUnce, 1 plainly fee he has taken 
" this method to fervc you, witliout being mor- 
•' tified by a refiifal." 

In the evening that gentleman came to pay mc" 
a vilit; when he advifed me to write, as foon as 
poflible, to the Attorney -General, my much ho- 
nouied friend Mr. Yorke, to confult him upon, 
my cafe. By Mr. Woodward not making me an 
offer of his afCftance at this time, I was con- 
vinced that Mit^ Wordley's fuppolitioa was well 
founded. 

- C«'8l': 
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fbunclcd. Indeed, her fagacity and fupcrior an- 
dcrftanding enabled her to fee every event clearer, 
in all points of view, than moft people. 

The next day I dc0red her to take a letter to 
Mr, Yorke. My honourable (and now, alas [ 
my much regretted) friend immediately wrote 
me an anfwer, wherein he informed me, in the 
kindeft terms, that he would pay every attentioa 
to the af^ir, and would do all in his power to ex- 
tricate me from it. But as nothing could be done 
HU November, he requefted me to accept the in- 
clofed bills, in lieu of what his loved fifter, Lady 
Anfon, had intended to bequeath me, had Ihe 
not been taken away fuddenly. He then advifed 
me, if my creditor could not be prevailed oji to 
compromife the debt, to ftand trial ; when he was 
well afTiired, he faid, a verdift woald be given in 
my favour ; but as his excellency, Comte Haflang, 
was advanced in years, it might continue pending 
over my head for fome time — In how pleating a 
manner was this favour conferred ! the delicacy 
scad politenefs with which it was accompanied, 
gave it double value, and claimed my warmeft ac- 
■ knowledgments. 

Finding I muft make_ up my mind to my prc- 
fent iituation, as nothing could be done for fo 
long a time, I fent Mifs Wordley to feek out an- 
other apartment ; for though, by Mr. Yorke's 
bounty^ 

- Coi.glc 



144 THE LIFE OF 

bounty, I found myfclf poUciled of two hundred 
pounds, yet it was vilible that the noble donor bad 
fcnt me that fum, on purpofe to enable me to 
con^romife the debt with Mrs. Ray, fliould Ihe 
confent to it. Mifs Wordley accordingly fixed 
on two rooms adjoining to the Dog and Duclt^ 
St twelve Ihillings a week; which were more 
eligible, better fumiihed, and much airier, thaa 
^ofe I wu now in . There was, indeed, no con- 
venient accommodation for my fitend ; but Ihe 
agreed to put np with the beft we could make, 
^fe nights on which her engagement at Rich- 
mond would permit her to be with me. 

I was in hopes> I fhould have been able to 
comprefs the whole of the tedious detail of this 
difagreeable a^r into one letter; but as I find I 
have many circun^ances yet to relate concerniag 
it, I muf): be obliged to make it the fubjcA of my 
next. — You will readily perceive, jthat I carefully 
avoid making an addition to the prolixity, lx)r the 
iofertion of any of my ufual remarks or quota- 
tions. — In feveral places where my pen w^ ^bout. 
to take advantage of an opening, an^ fet o^ I 
hare inftantly checked it ; left, wbilft it Ihould af- 
ford a relief to the fiunenefs of the fubjeft, it 
ihould run it into too great a length. — This inve- 
terate pro&cution, carried on againft me becanfe 
I would not conform to the abandoned wilhei of 
I the 
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tiie protKtttrix, prev«4 % fonrec ^r mach iinha^ 
^•fs, te me ; I ftaU tfatt«f«r«. huny through ths 
relation of it as faft at polEble ; at onsets pot aa 
end to tbo eoiT9tivi-r^l0^tt«u wiiich ttwture ihy 
wind u I writ* it, and to cwry yeu witli ill dif> 
lutch through a Cant Aat <an give you no grtoc 
pleafiire.: — For, whilft I ftnM to pr«l«rve your 
ttien^hif, and to region the good opinion of thr 
worid, bya namtivs of thenii>ftlmcrefting«veaa 
<rf' my fiie, ! Aioald fltink my^ uivdtfiHving of 
he6i, was { to fpws «i^ paini to render it as 
pleafing «B(1 ente^t&ing at k lies in ay power 
fedoi 

G. A.fi. 
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Qflqber »3, tj-r 
^ S ioftn fs J rraf ^tt}cd in my new rclidence, I 
fintt » 6oBi^(pU(ir Mftq(hy, to n%V^ feis adyjco 
and a®lj#n|ff. fie undertook, ^fil^ tUe gre^teit 
alaeritr, fp try ,to fv^v.^i) oj> my a^pqacnt to re- 
caJHC tfac ippnpy, pgrwahle .)» ^l^e fprfflcr feltje- 
Wi«t. Jf *• feoi^ Rpl ^fiA tbij, ha ^rcd mc 

iw k«bH Ba^efiwka *y fiwfy> mi t^m his m- 

woft 4biiiti» jn sqr dffifiHff . J?Ji«jpfC!tf» yero 

tbt pre(tOtt Wit^ I Tiflf^ve^ W^lft I fontinucd 

i»#fc lY. H " in 
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ia the Rules ; particoUrlr from Earl Spencer and 
General Moncltton, wii9, both fofleOed the foul 
•fgenerofitjr. 

Mrs. Stacte took Mgings in the houle adjoin- 
ing to wbcie I was, for herfelf, her maid-fcrvaat^ 
and little boy; and htt huft>and fent me ereiy 
delicacy the feafon affotvkfl..' Thtf, although every 
tiling was undoubtedly to be ^id for, I could not 
but eAccm a great mari; of refped aod attention. 

An accident banned at this time which great- 
ly alaraaed mc, and threatened to bring the fcenes 
I have been defcribiog, to apienature and dread- 
fid diHouimeni. I had difcharged my lodgitig ia- 
towo, together widi. my footman and maid- 
fervant ; I bad feat my Black to Mr. Woodward, 
and kept only my old Grace, a black- bird, and x 
£ivourite dog. 

The latter had for fome <Uys appeared to be ill, 
-snd refufed all food ; when upon my calling hinj, 
in order to induce him to eat, the little animal 
dew to me with feeming ibndncfs, and fixed bis 
teeth in my upper lip. Mr. Woodward, who 
happened to be prefent, inftandy exclaimed, " I 
*' hope you do not bleed." This, with my ob- 
ferving affcftionatc apprriienfions in the looks of 
every perfon in the room, made me conclude the 
iag to be ma^ and that I fhould partake of htfi 
malady. I was . confequently fcized with iaex-- 
preffibk 
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ptcffible horrors, to which the gloom of m^ fitua- 
tion made no incbnfiderable addition ; and if I 
did not for death itfelf, yet I could not help being 
ihockcd when I imagined hun to be approaching, 
armed with unufual terrors. 

It is well known, that dangers appear mucb 
more alamnng in apprehenfion than in reaUty.- 
My feelings upon the prefcnt occafiofl confirmed 
this truth -, for Mx. BromHeld, who had been fent 
^for as foon as the accident happened, declared ^t 
I felt infinitely more than if the lalival infeAioa 
had operated with its fuU force. Soch a deep im- 
preffion did thl* event m^e on my mind, that for 
feveral years after I was in agonies - upon the an- 
niver&ry of tf^e day on which it happened. 

Mr. Woodward endeavoured to pcriuade lat, 
that there was not the leaft room for me to give 
way to thefc appreben£oas. He affored me tiie 
next morning, that the creature followed ' him 
home the preceding evening, and fwam over » 
piece of water which lay in the way j an indtf> 
potable proof, that it was perfeAly free from every 
fympBom of the hydrophobia. But his ordering 
it to be hanged, die moment he got home, fcemed 
to provej that what he iaid was rather to difpel 
my fears than his real fentiments. 

As I continued to be indifpofed, my appearance 

la public would have been impiaAicable. I was 

H at not 
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not evm able to leave my room ; upon which at- 
eountt I did jiot ngrct the lofi of liberty fo much 
|n 1 otiicrwile Ifaouid have done. Particdbr or* 
dert were giwn, ilut I fhould not be left altuie ; 
and the Richmond company being returned to 
printer quarters, I had my much-loTcd Mifs 
Wordfey conitandy with me. Our affe^oa for 
each albex was fo fervent and red^vocal, that (h» 
fcemed to faSei equally with myftlf ; and (he w«t 
BOBtiiuially uiihappy, 1^ the uncommon mdan- 
d»Iy by which I w» overwhelmed Ihould end 
i« a hai&j decline. Nothing could exce<^ the 
•tttntion the paid to me. She watched every ai- 
teiatbn in my temper or health with die moft 
anxious JblkjtBde i and «*'fte was now my bed- 
f^toWf if I evea ftimd» I found her awake. This 
•feAionate concern at length caufcd a vifible d-> 
teration hi iktr hcakh ; which ceittribBtod merete 
facilitatt »y Tecovciy, tlian it was in tht powar 
flf «ie<bcine to Ao. t dtttrmined to be well, tfan 
my auDb-eftcemed ^end ni^ be &e f«DC j 
and wy evensont fucoceded. 

Mr. Mncphy, to whom I aduMxniedge itqr&jf 
«iuicr'tbef;rMteft obllgaliMS, esne txmx to me as 
«ftflu.ai hit odier cvaioniM^ weuU fcrmit. Hs 
had endeavoured to tpfanuE ipoa my rcumg^i 
erector to iatie die aSuri but wkhont cAft. 
Tixne w» ooafayamtly ao atenutfaw hat ^if^K 
ing 
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ing h to trial. Mr. Jennings, of. Carcy-ftrect, 
WM my voluntary attorney upon this occalion. 
Being ddirous lo Inve a caule, of wbich he had 
the condnfting, come on .before his g.reat General, 
his bulincls hitherto being only with bailiffs and 
arrclh, he applied to Mr. Stacie, and offered me 
his affifiance without fee or reward. He thought 
he fliould be liiUy repaid by the credit he ihoujdr 
gain from the emplojr, and being introduced there- 
by into better company than he had been ufed to. 
As he was known to be a good folicitor, Mr. 
Woodward accepted his fcrvlce in my beliatf ; 
and in reqnit^ employed him tiU his death. 

As 1 1V8S affored of fuccefs, the approach oi 
the tri&I gaTe me rather pleafare than pain. M 
.length tlie expeded day arrived ; and Mr. Muf-> 
phy^ entered my ^sTtment, almofl brcathldfi, to 
anooifnce my triamph. Bat I was difappOinted in 
R]f>lng the advantages I ffaonld have done from 
my fuQoefs, by die lady's dying foon after. Had 
file lived, and I had renewed my fuit in thft court 
of King's Bench, ' there is no doubt but I ibould 
have obtaitied a iivcre' deeiee- againft her; tho 
method ihe made afe of to angtnciit her debt, fi/ 
purcha&^ others, being, a* I have been inform^ 
cd, ag»»ft the Jaws of this country. 

I wrote immediately to thank my honourable 

patron i who aofwcred me, and vrillied, as I bad 

H- 3- now 
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now cftablifhed my proteAion, that I would, if 
poffiblc, fettle the debt, for the reafons he had 
before alledgcd. AppUcaaoh was accordingly 
made to Mrs. Ray's executors, who had agreed 
to take two hundred pounds down, and two hun- 
dred more at the expiration of a year. I have 
reafon to believe my adverfaries would have been 
gainers, by accepting my offer when it was firft 
made, as the fuit mull have coll them a very con- 
lideiable fum. fiy the generous afliftancc I re- 
ceived from my kind friends, it was not attcitded 
with any J6fs to me. 

Thus eoded an event which had eaufed me fo 
much anxiety, and had been the means of my lirft 
experiencing the greatt/i of all lofles, iht l»/s ofli" 
birty *. " Far difguife thyfelf how thou wilt, 
<* flill. Slavery," — U my favourite Sterne fays, — 
" ftitl thou art a bitter draught; and though 
** thoolands, in all ages, have been made to drink 
<* (^ thee, thou art no lefs bitter on Aat ac- 
** count." — Feeling with equal fenfibility, from 
kaving been deprived of her protcAioQ, the force 
•f that inimitable writer's fubjoined addrelx to 
Liiertj, though written only from imagination, I 
cannot refrun from making ufe of it, upon this 
•ccafion, to exprcfs my own fentimcnts.— ** It is 
*' thou, thrice fweet and gracious Goddefe, whom 

* Steme'i Sentunemal Journey, Vol. 11. Page 87. 
♦• all 
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** alt in public or in private woiihipi whoic taft* 
•♦ is grateful, and will be fo, till Natuhe har- 
•' fclf ftiall change — No litil of words can fpot 
•' thy fnowy mantle, nor chymic power torn thy 
** fceptre iiito iron. — With thee to ftuilc- upoi> 
" him as he eats his^craft, the iNvain is happier 
" than the monarch, from whofe court thou art- 
-•' exiled," 

I had fiiiit to the proprietors, to let thera knovr 
that i flwDid be able to perform on die tenth of 
November; and as 1 had taken the lodging I wa»' 
in for a certain term, I chofe to re£de theve tilt 
the expiration of it. Accordingly at tbat time t 
obtained a Day'fule, and went to the theatre,, bui 
I found that my fervicc was not needAiI. All the 
performers fcemed happy to fee me at liberty ^ 
the manager ^one appeared to be indifTerent 
abaurit, having been influenced by his co-paitneiv 
Mrs. Rich, who' had refolved that her. couiin> 
Mifs Wilford, Ihould fuperfcde me. 

Prepoflellitm bas great weight wkh the world 
in general. ' Humanity, however, is the leading 
chiraflertlUc of- this nation. The public, confe> 
quently, would not fuffiiT a child ef thnr favaur 
to be opprefled, even tiiongh they w«e to-be en- » 
tertained by what was fuppofed riling merit. The 
proprietors bad taken advant^e of my unhappy 
fitiutioD, to introduce ^e young lady juft men- 
H 4 tioncd 
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ti«iKcl ill Cordtlift. ] eovid 69* «trti prOpticTy- 
obj4£h to AiS Hiinngo&wM ; biA tbe publk« being 
fMtial Hi iDf 'fiivoviTf <lidferme. This iddocett 
the pioprktoFS to aaiioxoKt tOe, 

Upon this oecafion, as th* dat^hter of ftii^ 
fortant, I was to be vifitcd b)r feme onforefMA 
cveat^.tfaM ftoflld tend to perpjcx and d^bwTs 
me. My maid had put into the coach* tf hich 
teok mc ttf dtt theaue, a box, containing my re- 
Blai^i[^; ortiasteRts (which, indesd, were not of 
Mij ^aeat vida«), together %vith the ptopeilMs I 
.,vmt«d for that n^ht. ftnd by feme njeaiu or 
ether it wii loft. Am9^ the ferioer were fomr 
miniature porti:tif3;W of Whtck, and&]odMt». 
I Silcei-ely rdgrotttdri -aa T alfo di4 the hptehxa^ 
Left rw by;my decQ^fed frko^ Mifs Meredith. 

Tkc gain'Vas tilvial to the finder, but of foCh- 
.Gonfti]feBce!M m, that I offered a reward of £fty 
folmde.. t&ongb Witliovt ftceefa. A fiMilar mif- 
fortune happened to mt ofide bsfore4 Sonu yean 
bacfc^ I'uB&rtunfttely drepped «poekBt-be«fc iit 
;Uk, Green Parki wlw^in there Irere &vr bank 
nOttt of oAfl hvtidred pounds eachu Tin I lake* 
wiJc Jiad advertf&d, promlUng. to give, tip tb* 
notes, with a large ffward befided, H* tbe pcrfoa 
who had fo^ond it would fend a piper wfaicb wac 
therein. That adnrtifement had met with no- 
better fiwcols tiwa Che pre&nt^ isdud i.wasinr- 
, fermcd, 
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formed, that I had a£ted wrong in making faclr 
an offer, as the acceptance of it would come lui:*- 
dcr the denomination of felony. I am not, 
however, without my fufpictons, that melhir per~ 
Jon found an advantage in my lofs. But as this 
is only conjeflure, I Ihall drop all thoughts of nji 
lofs for ever ; not doubting, but tliat even-handed 
juflice will return the ingredients of the poifoncd 
chalice, if not in *' the corrupted currents of this 
*' world, where offence's gilded hand may (hovs 
*' by juftice; and oft 'tis feen the wicked prize 
" itfelf buys out the law ; it will above, where 
•' there is no fhuffling ; where the aftion lies in 
" it's true nature ; and we ourfelves are compcU 
*' l?d, even to the teeth and forehead of our &ults, 
" to give in evidence *." 

The dilemma I wai thrown into by the lof$ of - 
«iy box greatly incrcafed the anxiety I felt from 
appearing for the firfl time after my confinement \ 
to which an ignominy is ufually annexed, how- 
5ver nndeferved that confinement may liave been, 
\ was fo curtailed in my drefg by the lofs, that ^ 
was obliged to borrow even an under-petlicoat. 
At length I was fupplied with eyery necelfaiy bjt 
the kind attention of Mrs. Whitfield, thy diefler ; 
^ I have Unce lain under greater obligatioiu to 
this W9rthy woman, as vvill be feen in the feq^ucl, - 
• HamlM, Aa III. Scene VIII. 

H 5 I thi.Tt- 
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X think it proper to mention her name, and to 

add, that the is'an bononr to humanity. The 

pnbfic received me urith marks of the warmeft sp- 

probation. 

The ,|ofs of my box made me refolve not to 
xun the lifquc of meeting witb-fuch an untoward 
acddent a^in. I therefore changed my plan of 
reliding in my prefent lodging, and took one in 
Suffblk-ftreet. 

The tra^y of " King Lear" was announced, 
in which M^s Wilford had appeared in Cordelia 
at the laft rcprcfcntation. Mr. Younger, the 
prompter, who had the beft of hearts, imagined, 
by the reception I met witli upon my late per- 
formance, that no manager would endeavour to 
add to my deprelBon, by forcing upon the public 
a perfon of whom they did not approve j he 
therefore obliterated hcr name, and put mine in 
the bills: 

At twelve o'clock,, I received a vifit from Mr. 
Gibfon, the deputy-manager. Who informed me 
of the miAake, and requcfted that I would give 
up the part ; telling me at the lame time, that the 
managors would, upon my doing fo, give out 
hand-^bills to announce the error to the public. 
1 was not tien divcfled of that difpoiition which 
fpurns at injuries. I felt the afiront with more 
irafcibility than prudence perhaps would hare 
■ 6 permitted i 
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permitted; but p-udenct Was a virtue which, at 
that period, my bcft friends did not allow me to 
he pofleflcd of; nor could I, indeed, with jaflicei 
lay any claim to \t. It cannot be fuppofed, there- 
fore, that I confidered the confeqnences that 
Jhould refult from whatever anfwer I might give. 

I indailtly replied, " I am an htiulgid fervant 
" of the public, and let what will happen, I will 
" not fuffer my name to be altered; but play 
" the charafler/u'i//." Mr. Gibfon then left 
mc, with fceming regret, declaring 1 Ihould draw 
upon me the hatred of the family. To which I 
anfwered with fomc warmth, " I have long fat 
*' that at nought; I neither covet their favour, 
" nor fear their malice. I depend upon that pa- 
** tronage 1 have ever met with j and will fhnd 
" or fall by that candour and indulgence I have 
•* always been treated with by the public." 

Upon fending my fervant to look at the play- 
bills, flie brought me word that the men were at 
diat moment changing them ; and that the mif- 
takc was pointed out in a Nota-Bene. Hearing 
this, I inftantly fent to have hand-biJIs primed, 
and diflributcd among the audience as they went' 
iiito the houfe. In this bill I only mentioned tKe 
circumAance which had occafioned it, limply as 
it was ; at the fame time teilliig them, that aa I 
efteemed myfcif the acknowledged child of their 
H 6 favour, 
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favour, I thoi^ht it my duty to h* ready in cs& I 
Ihoald, tliat evening, be hoooured with the pre- 
ference. 

When the curtain drew up, there was an uni- 
verfal cry folr your bumble fervant ; and upon. 
Cordelia's appearsicc, notwithflanding fhe w»s 
.the favoured child of the families of the Rich's 
and the Wilford's, Ihe was obliged to. withdraw 
and give place to me. Being iready drclTed for 
tlie character, I immediately made my entree, 
amidft an univerfal applaufe; and I do not recol- 
left that I ever met with more tokens of appro- 
bation, in fo trivial a charaderi during my tlic'z- 
trica! exiftence, 

This event was die more flattering, as it ailured 
fne, that I was ftill hjcid in cftimation-by the pub- 
lic. It might be alledged, that n^ fair rival, tvie- 
VMS unJouhtcdly an exceLent dancer, had- ROt theu ar- 
rived at any reput^on as x tragedian ; and thevifi- 
ble deprelfion of a declared -pariialkty migbt 
ftrongly operate in my favour. 

The young lady, whofe mortification, it muft 
be fuppofcd, was very great, came into the green- 
room, and faid, fhe was furpiized any performer . 
would pi-efume to affront Mrs. Rich. I could 
have told her, that her jaot/coufTn affronted tiic' 
public much more, by forcing her then unin- 
formed relation upoa them ; but as I neither 
dreadct^ 
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dreaded the frowns of the Lady Direarefs, nor, 
hoped for her fevour, I held the little Corddia's 
speech in roo muck contempt to m^e any reply 
to it. 

G. A. B. 
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A. T the condu&>n of this feafon my agreement 
iit Covent -Garden expired ; and at the Ikme time 
the patent was difpoled of to Mcflrs. Colman, 
Harris, PowcU, and Rotherford. Hearing no- 
thing for fome time from Mr. Colman, who wa 
the ading manager, relative to a rc^c^TaI of my 
articles, I gave over all hopes of engagement with 
them ; however, Mr. Woodward called^ upon m* 
one day, and informed me, that he had had an in^- 
terview with 'the commandant, in which, having 
enquired whether I was eng^d by them, oor mo- 
dem Terence had replied, " Yes [ I depend upon 
*' hct; hot multiplicity of bufinefs has prevented 
** me from calling upon her ; I fliall be obliged 
" to you, if you will inform her, that I propole 
*' doing myfclf the pleafure very foon." 

I was not only happy at being alTured of a new 
engagement, but being under the direAion of a 



manager, 
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tnunger, whofe knowledge and talents I held' nr 
the bigbeft eftinoation. Accordingly, tbe next 
day, I had the fatisfa£tion of having my articles 
sencncd for three years ; and being, as I thought^ 
Bpon favoured terms of opjiaton with Mr. Colman, 
I ^ppofed I fhotUd be refloredi by the prcfcrchce 
|ie would Ihew me, to my former eligible situation 
in the theatre.' AAuatcd by this hope, I deter- 
nrioed' 10 fpare no pains, in order to merit his 
continued approbation. 

As Mr. Alderman Cracroft had lately married 
l^e bcflvtiful Mifi Diax, be was employed in-a 
higher circle than formerly, and had declined Ee- 
ceiving and paying my falary among my creditors. 
Whilft I was an. inhabitant of St. Gcor^'a- 
£elds, he fcnt over to dclire I would give hitn a 
frcth fecurity for what I owed him, and I feel a- 
/enliblc concern when I teAcSt that I never faw 
him more. 

. Mr, Powell, of the Pay-OflSce, whofe prema- 
' ture death furnilhcd, not long ago, a topic for ge- 
neral convcrfation, took upon him the execution i 
of this truft during one fcafon ; but as it was at- 
tended witli fome trouble, he, at the end of that 
time, thought fit to decline it. This, 1 muft ac- 
knowledge, I confidered as very firange, and 
rather unkind ; as I had every right to expcft his 
fricndlliip, from my having been the fiifi means 
of 
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of his being introdaccd to Mr. Fox, t&ough t 
onl^ knew htm as deputy-trmfurcr of CoTenf_ 
Garden theatre. Undoubtedly he was pollcfled 
of every rcquifitc for bulincfs ; bot when he cam* 
to be a great man, he, like many others, kicked 
down the ladder by which he had mounted. 

As Mr. Woodward had fhewn a friendly fer- 
wardncfs to ferve me upon every occafion, and 
his integrity was fo well known, I rcqaefied him 
to take upon himlclf the employment. This he 
did, and all my creditors were well plcafed with 
the nomination. His punAuality was fuch, that 
he left the dividend at his chambers, in Clcmcnt's- 
Inn, fealcd up for each fcparately ; fo that if he 
happened to be from home, they had not the 
trouble of calling a fecond time : and as be like- 
wife left the receipts ready written, they were de- 
tained no longer than whilft they Signed their 

Such punAuality and attention mull fccure 
perfons the refpcft and good-will of all thofc wh© 
happen to have bulinefs with them. — PunSuatity 
in every concern is not lefs laudable than its con- 
comitant, honelly. — It is not, indeed, ufually con- 
lidercd as a principle of equal import; the advan- 
tages ariling to focicty from it will, however, be 
found to be very little Ihort of thofe refulting 
from the Utter.— -Were it more attended to, how 
would 
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woald it fmooth die intcrcoorfe between man and. 
man ; efpccially thole who conftitute the eora- 
nerdftl part of a people I So confpicuoufly necd^ 
ful.is an attention to it, tliat what I have faid in 
fomc of my . former letters, relative to the ob- 
fervance of aptomife (and as I am an entituliaft 
in that point, my enforcement (ff it has not been 
lukewarm), will equally fuit the virtu? 1 am here 
lecomhieadiog ; for a virtue it is, though npt one 
of the caniioal ones. 

Wo opened the campaign with fome eclat, aa 
Mr. Powell was juflly admired ; and there is no 
doubt hut he would have proved an ornament 
to the Hage, had he lud tiinc to acquire that 
knowledge which is icquilits to make the pro- 
JefGon a fcjence. But very ftw give t^emfclves 
Jeifure, or take the trouble, to arrive at the gaal^ 
The intcnfe ftppiicstion I liave pointed out on a 
former occafion is abfolutely indifpenfable for 
arriving at pcrfeQion. — For want of this, many 
■whp poflefs great abilities reach only mediocrity. 

Our firft appearance together was in JaAier and 
Belvideia ; and he was fo extravagant in his en- 
comiums upon my playing, that I had every rca- 
fon to bcUeve he had given over all thoughts of 
an engagement with Mrs. Yates. Tkat he had 
this in view, was reported, and carried with it an 
air of piobability -, for, exclulivc Qf the lady's ex- 
9 traordinary 
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tnotdizkvf merit, k wu natunl to fuppole he 
mufl entertain a partiality for the firft heroine be 
ever appeared with. 

In a &w days the report of an et^^ement with 
Mrs- Yates waa revived ; and Mr. Colman called 
i^n me, to inform me, that fuch a ftcp was aby 
folutely neceflary, as it would be a great bar tf^ 
their fiiccefs, Ibould Ihe be engaged at Dmry-lane, 
for which. a treaty was then in citation. At the 
iame time he aiTured me, that no eng^ement 
whatever ihould injure nit. Indeed, thatit would 
rather b« the reverie ; as many pieces might be 
fevived, in .which wa might J&ine (at he was- 
pleaisd to cxprefs. biml«If) together. Be^e; 
whicbi I (bould r«t|Mn maft «f my cbaraAers, if 
jwt ajl of them. 

PerfeAIy fatisfied m .this. a^r^f^jCC* and havii^ 
;^w&ya boea a •^faxm adtqirpr of Mtg. Yates's 
taien^XB, I v/jts re«Uy pkafi^ nt i^a ^ng^smeat, 
iiiftead of faeliiig any. envious etlKitton3. Butf 
have f0itte .ieafon to believe, tliat. Ok was ofaiv 
othQr ftpiDfons (ft upfui my gojng up to her, a| 
the firft rehearlatt in.oFder to falv^ h^, and C9^ - 
gratnlat^ myfelfj 0K Very doldly receive^ mygreetr 
ing,,.snd we did not afterwards fpeak. I ha,ve 
more than onqs fftid, I neVQr war fulceptible of 
the niQNi pfllTiot) of .eaTyj I tbsrpEb^ could. not 
help btii^ hurt ftt evqn a fui^»96tion*s fuSng ii^ 

. . my 
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tnjr mind, that (be could harbour an idea of my 
being capable of dilHinuIation. Whenever a 
coolncfs continues for any time between people 
who are obliged in bufinefs to meet, difguft is ge- 
neizlly the confequence. I frankly own this was 
the cafe with me. Mrs. Yates is die beil judge of 
her own feelings upon the occalion. 

JL linle time after, Mr. Colmaii introduced a 
young lady, by name- Morris, in his play of the 
" Englifh Merchant," iti which Ihe met with 
great approbation. She a^rwards appeared in 
Juliet. As her yourii and attractions were what 
JuKet (hoold be, it wOuld have been abfnrd to a 
degree, had! objefted to herplaying it ; hotwith- 
fiandtng, at that period, ir was not comnaoa to 
take the capital perfomer's charafter^ from thenti 
Except for a pcrfon <rf acknowledged merit. 
. This fair flower, like the lily of tfte -vairey^, 
reared a-while her head, difplayed her beauties to 
the (an, and diffiri*ed around the fweetcft odours — 
But tranfifcnt as the lily was her fate — like her 
lovdy emblem fuccharged witb rain, flw foon 
dropped,' and drarmed no more.— So ea^r was 
lite grifly m6nfter Death to fbize fuch perfediont 
tnd fo haAy were his ftride), &at file wat unable 
to appear at her own beneiit in the ch&fafier of 
Juliet. I was therefbre Elicited by her relations 
to perfoim that put, which I did with the greateft 
itadinefs i. 
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readincfs ; {inccrely regretting at the fame time 

the untimely decay of fuch promifing merit, 

which probably would have adorned the ftage 

. with another Farren. 

Before the conclufion of the winter, the other 
two proprietors complained they were made cy- 
phers. They alledged that Mr. Colman and Mr. 
Powell arrogated all the power to tbcmfelves, and 
were fo expenlive in the cloaths and decorations, 
that they ftiared nothing, notwithftanding the 
houles in general were crowded, Mr. Powell and 
I feldom fpoke, but upon the ftage. As 1 'had 
every reafon to believe he had afted wiA dnpli* 
city, I naturally defpifed him ; I tberefbre feldom 
went to the theatre, except when bufinefs called 
mc. 

About this time I was introdacccl to the wor- 
thy and celebrated Mr. Hoole, the jultly admired 
tranflator of Metaftalio, Tsfib, and moft of the 
great Italian poets. His lady and myieif formed 
the ftriAeft intimacy, and ve were feldom fepa~ 
rate. When I had leifure from my attendance 
at Golden-Square, we had little parties, ciflier at 
lay apartments or theirs. A lekxation of -this 
nature was neceflary to difpcl the chagrin I felt, 
that all my vifionar; theatric caftles were tot- 
tering. 

Sttch 
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Such thdced has been the fure confeqittnce of 
evtry ^ourablc event of my life. I have always 
feuqd cliat eveo th«f« expectations which hare 
feemed moft certain have vanquiOied like Saiicho 
Panza's fupper. They have beeji fecnt but not. 
enjoyed. — And aa the delicate viandi- which were 
fyrcad before the hui^ry governor fervcd only 
to inoFCKle his appetite, ib n^ fanguine cfrtaimui, 
and fiire «xpeClancieB, have led me into many 
•xpcDces, which, but for the flattering profpedi 
thefe prefented, I Aiould not have incurred. A 
tevitfw of the incidents of my -life, when they are 
all la% beSote you, will coovince you, thu oevei 
mort»l ibund fuch a number of apparently well- 
grounded hopes, fo fatally and completely blafled i 
and that by means which were not to be expeAcd 
ec avoided. ' I may wItU propriety excl^iSi U^Q 
this otcafion, with the fourth Harry •, 

*■ 'WUl Fortune never cqme with both handi fall, 
** But write her hit wordi flill in fotileft letters?" - 
The ehfuing fummer I took a fmall hoafe at 
Strand in the Green. The lituation was beauti- 
fiil, as it commanded tht fioeft jart of the 
Thames, and terminated with a view of Kew- 
btidge. Its ^6ing fo near town was another in- 
dutcment 1 for my attendaaoe at the Comte's was 
almoft daily expefted. 

• Second Part of Heni7 IV. Aft IV. Scene VIH. 
Wl 
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"Whw the n«st fosfion eonnenc«d, th« dih- 
greement between the patenuu t)«cune puMk. 
Thu broke out afrelh, opon accouDt of a very 
ftiaoge diCpute indeed ; wfaidi was no otbcr^thkil 
Mr. Colmftn's inljfting thtt Mrs. Yatei flioukl 
spprar in the charifter of Imogan, in " C]rinbe- 
** line )" > fCLTt in which flie hkd long boen ^a- 
fclilbed, and univet^jr admired ; utd Meffis. 
Harris and Rntheiford being «qiKdly ftrumoQC' 
riiat Mrs. Lelfingtiam flioiild have t^ preftrence. 
The beauty and figure of the latter werv, I tUmr, 
l^ready in her faTow ; but Ihe could lif no meHU 
be laid to iiirpafs Mri. Yates, who joined iord& 
aanud Iclenec to her other great ywdifetrioin. 
A prooc& was begun in conieqsence of thii ru^ 
tare, whkh teaded eitly to benefit ihe gcnileBMit 
ef the long-robe ; for in tfie ftqvcl it prodocod aa 
other effeA. 

Mr. . Pmriti, iitduoed by ibat rcaftn I c«uld 
nner accosnt -for, bsgatt, once Bot«, to fead tat 
nadi fltttery ; but at j had no TOom to belio* 
hit comptimaUG tfinoctc, I wtMKl him waih iiii> 
finhe oontunpt. Mn. Yatat wat ovcr-pcifaadid 
toafpear in Emilia, iatbe ** Ea^fli MetcbiiU;** 
^AaaBxT, no^tbfbndiog wfaoc I have £ud of 
her beauty, uttally unfit for her.; and i pib^rad 
Laiij Ataon, which would much better have be- 
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come that dignity and %ui:« which flic fdffet&t 

iu fo eminent a degree. 

I am now about to enter upon a very impor- 
taat.event in my life, viz. the means by which I 
was prevented from publifliing my letter to Mr. 
Calcraft. Had it found its way to the public at 
liat.tmt, it would, I fiatter niylelf, have avenged 
me in fome meafureofa man wboiliad treated 
me widi foch unparalleled injufticc, and have 
vindicated my conduft, with refped to him, to 
die whole world. But as I was prevailed upon, 
J may fay impelled, not to iq it then, when il 
would have been of much more fervicc to me, 
and have prevented many misfortunes which hav* 
fincc happened to me, 1 Ihal], as I have already 
pTomifcd yon, fend it to you by way of fupple- 
ment to my narrative ; for, without it, many cir- 
cumftances in my life will want elucidation. 

As it makes fo interc^ing a pirt'of my ftoty, I 
flull bi^in my next letter with it.— Nor will this 
be the only importaiit circumlWicc that it will 
conbun. You will read therein fome other inci- 
dents, which .will tend, to confirm the obferya'- 
tion I have lately made, that ho mortal ever found 
Uieir hopes fo fuddenly and completely fruftcated 
u I hare done. 

, G. A. B. 
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NorVmber 14, 17— ■ 
X: HE .day of the reprefentatioaof the *' Eng- 
•* liib Merchant," as. mentioi^d in iny lafti I haJ 
-caufed an advertifcnuint to be infcrted in all the 
public papers;, to the following, putport.: "Spee- 
** dily will be publifhed, a letter from George 
*' Ann Bellamy, to John Calcpiit, E%'' with this 
cnotto ; 

*" So comes the reok'niog when the banquet*! o'er, 
*'. The dicadfiil xeck'mnj^ and men linUe no mpre." 

' Gat.' 
Jull before the piece was goingto.bcgini Mr, 
Colman came into o^y drefling-room, . and in- 
fbrined me, that, in confeijuence fif my advertife- 
ment, Mr. Galcraft bad been at his houfe, vowing 
vengeance ^^nft the thealre, if I did not pro- 
mife to give up all thoughts offuchaputdication; 
which, he fiiidi was at ence putiiptg^a dagger ixtt 
Jtit heart, and « fifiol to his bead, Jle concluded, 
with many imprecations, thatt if I did not At leaH 
give fqme time, he would not only put his threats 
into execution, but j^ly to the Lord Chamber- 
Ma to have me filenoed ; and, .moreovsr, turat 
- " jny 
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my children adrift, who fhould pcriih before he 
mnild sSotd dtcm utf *fifiance. 

Mr, Colnun expre^d fome difpleafure at the 
rudeness of Mr. Calcraft't behaviour, who de- 
patttd abrjiptiy. The manager, however, aftu- 
ated, I doubt not, by a regard .for me, ufed many 
Vgumeott to induce me to give up the point. 
Avioog others, he defired me to remember that t 
was pljiying under a letter of licence, and confe- 
quently, by perfifting, I fliould greatly injure ray ■ 
creditors. . To Ais h? added' every inducement 
that feemed likely to fuccccd. I was, however, 
Itill obftinate. 

tie then entreated, that I would only defer the 
publication till the end of the fcafon. At length, 
yielding to his reiterated entreaties, I gave him 
Aiy promife that I would con&nt to his wifhet : 
a promife that I have never ceafed repenting of,' 
from the hou' ill which I made it, to the prefent : 
for, had I peifcvered in my intendon, the world 
woidd have been clcariy convinced of the cruelty 
with which i had been treated. 

But Mr, Cdcraft was not indebted to me in' 
t^ leaft for thi£ compliance. The citecm and 
regard 1 entertained for the gentleman who nego- 
ciated the ^R^r, was my only inducement. Tar 
him, and not to my betray«r, was <the concc41ieii 
dladc. I was fo exafperated at his baring pre- 
pagatedl 
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pagated a report that oar Icparation wai occa- 
fioned by f<»ne galhnbies of iriine, particolarljr 
with the Earl of fbrrington (u I have hiated be- 
fore, and Jllxll further explain in my letter}; that 
I ought ill juftice to myfelf to^ have expolcd his 
'^acies at the time. 

But it was always to be my lot unfortunately to 
be OTCr-ruled, when the ftept I was about to take 
were diAated byprndence. lean only attribute 
my imprudent conceffion, in this cafe, to the in- 
fiigation of that evil genius, who generally coun- 
teiaAtd every dtSgn. which Jcemcd to be for my 
^ooi. Not biK that I am perieAly fatislied Mr. 
<^oIman had no other auMtve for his foliciutions 
-than fricndfhtp ■ and this weighed much with mc. 
The conGdcration of his own interefl was out of 
^e queftion ; for, had Mr. CaJcraf^ and his aflb- 
ciates done any injury to the theatre, perfons o£ 
liich over-grown fortunes would doubtlefs have 
made ample amends for whatever lofs the pro- 
prietors might have' fuftained. There was, in 
Hiort, a &tality in it, the current of which 1 could 
not ftem. 

The following circumftance will likewifc prove, 
that the fame evil genius, or fome other undif- 
coverable caufe, ufually prevented me from pur- 
fuing the path that led to my welfare. The 
rupture between the proprietors was now come 

vol. IV. I to 
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to a crifi». Ttus. -ts I wta 'iofonawd, isndeted k 
neceftKiy fpr. Mr. Coliwaa to get a pxpo: fignod 
Jjy tbe^pef^HtiKis, .^xprcffifielhcir ^)pn>bBti«n of 
diis iHMMigeiVOBt, and coDtaizuog aaac^uk&eBce 
to be g«ided by hit xlircfiion. 

This paper the manager JKnuglit to But, and 
defirod-l would fign it. Upoavrtuoh I fianUy 
loU him, flist.u I ins engaged no J)tf^>w of tUc 
^i»priet<»«, it did hot. appear lo me, tt ficfi fight, 
4o be prudeat to lign aaj P^p^^ giving one a pic- 
&Eence over rtie otbers.. To wrkich ke replied 
that, as by the Mtidet wbicb iatABi^heXwoeti ium 
Aod 'die ctthac pnoprietors im wis ^iovcdto-br 
tbe only aS'ing mamager, hs ooiild fee no impro» 
priety in my figiijii^a paper whicli' mcndy rc>- 
iated to that ri^il:. He then added, that he. was 
fo well aflaicd I ihould, upon due rcBcA ion, be otf" 
his way of ttunldng, thit he would leave the 
-paper with me, and eat a chi^ with me the next 
day. 

Mr. Colaaan was fcarccly gone, before Mr, 
'Rutherford and Mr. Woodward came in ; and, I 
have fome reifon to think, on the fame bofinefs ; 
as the former immediately tccclaimed, " Hans you 
" iigBod it?" Upon my anfwaring in the ncga^ 
-five, but acknowledging that the paper was left 
-with me for my confidcration, Mr. Rutherford 
wanted nae to Ihow it to him. This I abfolutely 
■ lefufcd 
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- n&feil CO io -, faying,- 1 wondered any gentleman 
who ^efeflcd Iil>«-U f«ntiments could advtfc a 
bt«Kh of truft. He told me that, if he had got 
boM of it, he woald have burnt it, ts he was fure 
two «i{HbU performers bad figned it, who would 
not have done (o, had another paper bben prc- 
fenlcd in tfieir ftvour. Upon wUch I repeated 
what I had (kid before ) adding, that I thought it, 
thOHgti trifling in itfelf, a breach of truft ; and it 
therefore became an jndifpen&ble duty fer me to 
4caep itunf«en. Asfoonsslhad faid this, Mr.- 
Rutharford went away in anger. 

Mr.. Woodward remained behind, and made ufe 
of every argmnent to diiTuade me from %ning it. 

- He dwelt, parfici^Iarly upon the ill treatment I had 
received from Mr. Colman. This, however, I 
ought to have attributed to Powell, not Colman, 
But at length tired out with Mr. Woodward's fo- 
licitations, urged by ray gratitude to him, and in- 
Aigated by my ufual indifcretion, I confenled to 

* his rcqueft. I accordingly fent back the paper to 
Mr. Colman, witli a card inclofed, acquainting 

' him that I delired todeclineligning it ; buthoped 
my refufal would not prevent me the favour of his 
company, agreeable to his own invitation. That 
gentleman, however, took no notice of my card, 

-aind from that time we became totally Grangers. 
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Thus was I once more oTcr-periuaded, con- 
trary to my own judgment, to purfue a meafare, 
which, as will be fcen in the fequel, turned out to 
be the moft detrimental to my intcreft I could 
have chofen. — But the following unluckj incident 
will fcrve to prove more ftroogly than ciAer of 
the foregoing, that lam no bvourite of Madam 
Fortune's. A combination of circuraftanccs con- 
fpiTe4 b> blaft my long-encouraged hopes in the 
moment of completion, and fuinifhes another 
proof, ' among the many I have alitady giveo* of 
die truth of * Hamlet's aUcrtion, that -^ 

** There'i a divinity that fliapei our end*, 
** Rough-hew them hew we will." 

About the conclusion of this feafon, Mr. Powell 
came llufhed into the Green-room one evening, 
and informed me, that Mr. Benflej and he had 
dined at Lord Tjrawley't, where Mils Nancy 
O'Hara, who was hii profefied admirer, had men- 
tioned in converfation, 'that I fliould foon have a 
confidcrablc legacy left me, LaJy Tyrawley being 
very ill. I ofually had a fummom every evening 
to wait upon her ladylhip, and upon my return- 
ing home, I accordingly found one, rojuefting 
that I would go to Somerfet houfe ; but being 
much iiidifpofed from a violent cold, and greatly 

* Hamlet, AAV. Scene II. . 

&t%Bedt 
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fatigued, as I had that night played Atici:i, impelTed 
by the fame irayward deftiny that had fo often 
direAed my determinations, I rcfolved to poft- 
poQc my viJit till tlie morning. 

I did lb; and about iiine o'clock received 1 
note from her ladyfhip'i woman, informing me 
that her miftrefs had died at three that morning. 
She added, that bis lordihip hid come at five, 
when he locked himlcif up, and, after having 
examined all her ladyfhip's papers, had gone away, - 
leaving ftrjft orders with her not to liavc any com- 
manication'Whatfoevcr with me, upon pain of his 
difpleafure. His lordfhip gave as a reafon for this 
reftriAion, that he bad found, during his rum- 
xaagie, a letter of mine, wliich had convinced him 
of what he had once doubted, of my having en- 
couraged her ladyfhip to icfufe his rcqueft, rela- 
tive to catting off the entail of an efiate. 

This, like many other of my imputed faults, 
ori^ated from a mifbkc. — Indeed, moft of the 
a&ions of my life have been in the fame manner 
perverted ; by which means I have been Ibaded 
widi cenfures that I do not really deferve.~Er- 
n>rs enough 1 know I have been guilty of; .but 
thefeiiave been fo multiplied and mifreprefented, 
Uut it is become nece&ry for me to lay a true 
fiatcment of them befbre jou and the world. — To 
know that your friendlhip has not been lellencd 
I 3 ly 
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b; thele mirreprefentabons, is oaeof tlie greudl 
bkffings I atprefent enjoy. — I am fony to fay, 
that I fear the world too mucll delights in fcandzl, 
for me to hope that mj conduA has been viewed 
by them in tl\e fame Aivourable Hght.— I wiB,- 
however, truft that tbcfe prejudice are not irre- 
iHoveable. — I will hope that, when the •ecoKnt I 
am now employed on, reaches the public, ttwiil 
be received with the &me candour and kindads* 
with which my attempts to g^a tbeir £woar in 
my theatrical profeffion were oikc rewarded. 

But t» return to bts Lord(bip.-^i tfainklin- 
foriBed you, tn one of the preceding Icttors, tfbac 
Lord Tyrawley's private marriagB with hir lady 
prevented lum from receivings tbe fertunt! he es- ' 
pe£ted to Inve had with her. inftsad of wbidi. 
when the fcparation bctwoon then teoh pbce^ btt 
was obliged to alk>w her a handfome ncome as 
his wife. Hit lotdfliip titewifiB pnt her in p«f- 
feffioa of dw ayactoMntt^ piatc, &c. Ik. vbkbiqr 
raoAnr abdicated upon bcr ipiaFrel with liiili» » 
rctated ia tbt early prt q£ ny^ biftery 

Qpen the death c^ Lord BkiBnpDa'z faa, J-Oif 
Tytawby, and faev brother the nfible Earl, wct» 
tbe only pafi>nE ta thfi eotaU of lh» £unily eAate. 
Loid Tyrawtey being at tbac time miieli ilifirdlal. 
faxtt baviag a. yott^ family iaii to hiin, wltkfa,. 
in ail pf obatnlity he itiild have no li^ ^ ht a^. 
plied 
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{Hied to hirlad^ to jbin'tnCutting eff the KVcr- 
ficn, tiiatiieinight'tiedbleio A^ft of it. 

I have alnady ac^puintc^ yen with meft (>f thto 
putkulais of that aji^Ikatioti from -his tordlhip, 
and of the ItttxrA vrhidi pa^rd bnwe«tt them upon 
the occxSon, but fdcne iContini»tion is now nc- 
ce^ry. ^At :the time this h^[iened, I W33 ac 
Hollwood. Her ladyihjp fcnt me lier faoftand's 
firfi letter, and fuaud by the conciufion of her 
own to fay, . that Ihe was determined to refafe his 
)ord{hi|>'s requefl i as flie meant every thing (he 
had to le»TCaB an addition to niy daughter's fot' 
Csne. I awftrsrett her istdyfhip'» letter, thank- 
ing her hi tiM ftrongcdl temi» for h«r fyJeirdtKip f 
aaJr intbeut sfty est^lMHtion,. faidy 1 y^»</ tb« in- 
dofed ; whereas I ought to have diftinguilhed it 
by faying, I rttim'tt, &c. In th« ftatc my letter 
«M faaad It Svcoeifct-boTililip, and m^ good pd- 
troa, fricni, £ttbcr, or lofd,- fMAsd ts belnffc 
from it, that his wife's reAifaf pirodKded! from my 
advica. I was thiu confidcrad aS; gnilcy, xaA iroi- 
iBediate^r condeouied at his houle iih Lciceftcr- 
£elds, wbcte the iunily v^cre no. friends to me. 
No oniL was broi^t fsKtli ; and I never fitw his 
lortUhip aftsj:, bvit oacc ia the Gttcn-i-eon, n4 
at lus o^n^ houffip wbea h« vac fcft csilfiilcd by 
tbe dUecdu wlxdi saFcicd bifl»off. 

! 4 Mate 

......:,aK.yic .^ 
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Have Itiot RtfoD, ritink yon, t« complain 
once more of the tmkind utaclu of fortune ? Was 
it poffiblc to fuppole that fvich uutoward cbcuin- 
jlauces would have ficpped between me and my 
liopesi fo weU-fosndcd as they vcrc? Vet, why 
Ihould I expefl liability ia that wheel which from 
my earlieil yeara, as you have feen, haj been fub- 
je£t to fi}dden and uncxpc^cd revolutions? So 
eftpi) have Occaliom prefented themfetves for 
making this remark, that 1 really feat they begin 
to appear tiiefome repetitioiis. — May not however 
there;dirappointiDents have been intended by the 
atl-wife ,Dirpofer of events, to promote, my real 
good! — That great moralift Sbddpere*, Ipeak- 
ing of the blindnefs of mortalt in their ^iflies^ 
tells us, tbjt 

*' We, ignorant of ourfelveff, - ■ 

" Eeg often our. omi hanm ; wluch the' wife poweri. 

*' Deny ui for oar good : fofind WCpxiJit . ,, 

•* Bylofingofourprayen." 

Ijet me then indulge the thoiight ; and endeavour 
to difpel the gloom which, when viewed in ani- 
other light, they call over the mind, 
■ When Lord Tyrawley was taken ill, ledby that 
refpea and affijftiori v^ich Ihad always cntcr- 
~ \ained for his Lordfhip', I wont to pay my duty 
to him. Upon my entruioe, I had the mortifi- 
* AntoQjr and Cleopitre, A& U. Sccbc I. 

cation 

Cix.gic 
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Mtioa to be repulfed by'a domeftic, who toId-'iDe 
that Mifs O'Hara knev 1117 fcnfibtlit^ to be too 
great to bear the fight of fo conrpicaous a ch»» 
ta&cr, when degenerated into idiotifin ; and the 
* conversation I had with her during the mafqae- 
rade in *' Man and Wife," the laft time fhe few 
me on the ftage, had convinced her that I conid 
not poffibly have any paffion but contcinpt for 
her. She tliereforc would not give me tlie trou- 
Ue of an interview with a pcrfon to whom I had 
Ihewn fo many marks of diHike. 

I found all my paffions awakened by this tn- 
fulting mefl^e ; and forced my way, in fpite of 
every oppofition, info his Lordlhip's ^tartmcnt. 
But how Sail I de{cril>e the melancholy fpefiacle 
'.which there prefented itfelf! My heart bleeds at 
the very recoUedion of it. There, alas ! I be- 
held that great man, who had fhoni;, brightly 
fiione, both in the field and cabinet, (" fur when 
*' a bldier , was the theme, his name was not tar 
*' off J" ; who had with honour filled.placcs of the 
bigheft tnift and CMifidence, and had been one 
..of the firft ornaments of this country, funk into 
a flate of debility and idiotiiin. His Lordfhip 
was fitting np in his bed, wrapped in a fi^«ile( 
gown. His eyes were funk ; his tongue ^s lol- 

- * Cunng the marquerade, I rcprcachcd her, as ftc Ikt in 

At fia£e>box, for htr purity to sue ef clu pcifon&en. 

■•-;..' I 5 ling 

■ ■ ■ - ^;^">8l- 



ijt THE LIFE eP- 

fiUg out •« OBCi £d» of his mostb ; and he ap' 
paired .10 be co«nting hiG fingers. — Heavens! 
what 2. fad Ftverfe J 

Widi a heart burfting vtixii kaineCa anti'griefv 
I knelt (town hj ths ikle of the be^, and-, taking 
bold of one of his hands, bathed it with my tears. 
I then fervently kiSed it, in hopes that would 
draw his attention towards me, and caufe him to 
recoiled me. — Infiead of which, after fome tim^, 
he whUpercd, " Send Aby," ^'_ I want Aby." 
•* Why docs not Aby come?" meaning Aby 
Filher. Heariog him thus fpeak with feme de- 
gree of rationality, I requeued that he weufaf look 
vjwa mei and l«d every thing that I thought 
woaU revive his recollcAion — but, ah !' in vain. 

Hearing only the feme difeofdant notes re- 
peated from thofe lips wlicrfe every foand was 
once harmony to my eats, I quriced the room, 
Rocked beyond meafure with the fight 1 had be- 
held ; a fight which recalM fO'iny memory the 
fiib^ity of his Lordfliip's fit^tioQ with that of 
his^AW GtHtrel, who had taught him Ae way to 
glory, and who had experieBcod, I^ hHD> a fe- 
cond chiidho6d. 

As I ffent tp my chair) I was told by an oH 

domefijc, that the- ungratefol young man he hitd 

called for, who had been fofiered by his Locd- 

fiiip's .humanity, after having been tatrodoce^ 

when 

- ..Aiccglc 
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when an infanr, in a hdket, or hy fome ether 
unacconntabUe rncstisr, from the gate of his Lord- 
fhip's hoofeat Blackheath, now wen refilled to. 
giv^ his jiatron the otilf pteafurc he was capable 
of reccT»ing, that of fieikg' tarn ■phy upon the 
violin ; for, as hJs LonJIhip was totaBy bereft of 
. 'the fenfc of hearing-, confeqnentty his tatentu, aa 

Ito _/3Kn^ were tiftileft. 

Nay, fo fer had his Lotdlhip's jjaiTiaKty for 
him gained grouVi^,- thsrr hiving, after (omt time, 
recovered a ray of rtafon, he itifermed his ifon, 

"the prcfent galJanr General, orclfe direfledMifs 
O'Hara to acquaint him, tfiar he nrafl: provide 
himfetf with a Ibdgihg, as Mr. Fifher (the prefent 
amiabfc Eroftor) couW not be diflodgedL — ttiXla 
are nature and every tender innate feeling deaden- 
ed, if not totally deflroyed, by the defigning, diffi- 
pated, ungenerous perfon, who continuaJly is in 
the prefence of the declining invalid, and which 
generally endS in obtaining a perfeft command. 
• G. A. B. 



L K T T B ft. LXXXVIII. 

M; Y viArni Lotd Tyrawfcy.huJ So great an 
- rSeSt npoa my mind, that I was immediately at- 
•t 16 tacked 
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■ tacked with a difbidn wkich carried villi it a 
probability^ of provtag firtal j and it certainly 
wtrald have done fo, had I been called by the 
prints to the liieatrc, and been unable to hare 
done my duty dure: But Mr. Caiman prevented 
me from experiencing & mortifying a tmJ> bj 
introducing, at the beginning of this feafon (the 
fecond of my pre&at articles), a young woman 

. named MtUer. 

This peiibn h^ nothing to recommend her 
but the afting manager's faronr, a drcamftance 
which plainly evinces the nnltmited power of gen- 
tlemen in that department ; who, we iee from this 

. inAance, can dare to folfi upon the public axf 
htii^ for whom they niay have conceived -a par- 
tiality, or whom they intend to let up as a mark 
of refetument againft another performer. Had I 
now poSeiTcd the fame ^irit I did when the pretty 
Cordelia appeared, who indeed had youth and 
elegance to boafi of, the man^r might not have 
found the ufk he had nndertaken fo eafy as lie 
did ; bat my filence upon the occafion, which 
proceeded from a confcioafneft of indifcredoa, 
and the con&nt difappointment of my hopes, 
made my palEvenels appear the effeft of indifpo- 
{itloti ; coofequently this pupptt was permitted to 

■ go on, -thoi%b a Yflry, very iadifisrenc fidsfiitnte. 

..-,.. When 

. ■ ^ ^;^>^yl- 
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WhcB the, beae6ls caime to be fettled, toy ill- 
nds obliged nie to fix upon a piece in which I 
cotiM appear without much exertion. Andro- 
mache, in *' The Diftrcft Mother," ftemed u 
fuitable as .any, Hat play bnng efteemed die 
ftrongcft io the company; Mr. Powell playing 
Oteftct ; Mrs. Yat», Hennione ; and myfelf, An- 
dromache. Having never been accnfiomed to ^ 
a*, a fovoar what I imagined I had a r^t -to ix- 
fta, I did not apply to Mn. Yatei to perfbim bei 
part i at ibe had lately played it, I had no appre> 
heofion of her not doing it now. What the 
cuftom may be at [^cnt, I am unacquainted 
with ; bat at that time it was unuliul to repif/l a 
performer's appearance, onlels a new part was to 
be ftudied. 

However, -upon the play beii^ advertiied, I re- 
ceived a note from the intended Helen's daughter, 
in a high ftyle indeed : to this I replied ; and, in 
a few days, I was not a little lurprilbd to fee the 
dejefled Trojan Queen's correjpondcnee with the 
beautiful Grecian Princefs in the public papers. 
I am fuie Mrt. Yates's. behaviour upon this oe> 
cafion muft have been the confequence of fome 
iaifrq>relentation, as I have Gntx had the fooo^ft 
inftances of this lady's humanity and ptoffi»^ 
nvility, which indeed I could have no poffibfo 
right to expeft. 

■ -When 
.,...,Coc,ylc 
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When ifiis affair becafne public, my good 
friend, her Grace of ■Qyecnfbcrry, ftnt for me to 
enquire what could occalion fuch a rupture. 2 
told her Gr^, that I was totalty Ignofahf of the 
caule, but wa* concerned at rheldft of fd capital 
a performer, let it [Proceed ffoiil 'wTi^t canfe it 
would. She anfwered that it was' very immafe- 
rhl as to the hoxes ; for itiy avovCed patronefs, 
her filler TJoiigras (art affumed' title for tRe 
niitchefs), who had Beerifbme time in town, but 
couM not appear In public til! the great caufc then 
.pending was determined, had requested her to 
taJce care of my benefit. *• As if," continued her 
Grace, *' I wanted Peg's recommendation topa- 
"*' tronize- you !" Then fooking very iignificant, 
fl»e fajd, " I fuppofe you recolleft I Was one of 
*' the firff that noticed you ?" 1 repfied, ihe had 
'done me that honour. " It was an honour," 
added fhe, " and a very great one, if you knew 
- '" all ; for r not only then gave you good advice, 
*' but have only htcn once at a play fincc I found 
*' you did hotiblTow that advice." I coloured; 
which her Grace perceiving, ffic immediately 
turned the dHcourfe, and began to confult what 
fiece I fhouI<rhave. 

Juft at tli'at inifant her grace of Douglas via 

anrioilnced. Next to fincerity, gratitude is the 

mod fufceptible feeling of my heart. ■ itfy fenfa- 

tioDS, 

• t;«,sic 
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tions, therefore, at hearing that rcTcred name, 
are Scarcely to b« conceived or defcrifteif. 1 be* 
licre Penelope was not more happy in me e tin g 
her long-loft Ulyflcs ; nor AchiHes his Patrodu* i 
or, to bring the conipari{bn< nearer home, a.fbnd 
loTc-fick girl to fee the ot^cfl of her afeftkww j 
than I was to meet this bcft of women, whoft 
every little civility fccmcd to contain ib mTich 
good-namre, witli fiich fincete martts of regarJ, 
that they made an imprelSon whfch can newr be 
eradicated from my mind^. 

Upon this lady's entrance, hef copartner ht 
the rambour accolled her with, ** f am gbd' yon 
** arc come. How go aflairs on in the Honft of 
•• Lords?" To which interrogation Ae vifitor 
replied, ** That ihe had the greateft rcafon to hope 
fc» fuccefs, as well from the juftice of the catifev 
as from the equity of the court before which 'A 
was i whofe decisions were fo judicioar, that they 
were fearctfly ever repined at, even by ihofe who 
-ioft what they contended for," 

** Well !" returned her Grace oi Queenftterry. 
** yoa mnft now decide what is to be done In 
"•* the conrt of Covent-G&rden, upon tlw feeond 
•*- or Aird of April. Your Queen of Troy fe 
•* left alone ; fbr the Grecian Princeft has "de- 
•* clared that fttc ftiafl meet her Heftor ofi the 
**- other fide of the 9ty^an Xi&e, before fhe wtH 
-« affift 
- ^;^«yl- 
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*' aSa& her.** The unirerial laugh which tbis 
droll rpeech excited was greatly increafcd by die 
inflexibilitj' of the lady's countetunce. Ai foon 
ai the lai^htcr was fnbfided, her Grace remarked, 
fhat, notwithftaoding the plcafantry which bad 
jpft pafled, the determination was of as much im- 
portance tt> «f , as Utax of the great Dpnglas caide 
ms to diem, as I played under a lencr of licence, 
and had nothing to fupport me but the produce 
<of my benefit. 

" Romeo and Juliet," " Venice Preferred," 
and " Cleone," were lemrally propofed, and all 
xejefted, from mj not being able to fuftain my 
cbarafters in diem, through the weaknels I was 
Jabonring under ; at laft her Grace concluded, 
afliiming at die £une tioie an ur of as much isi- 
jiortance, as if fhe had found out a method to pay 
eff the national debt, that it muft be " The Al- 
" bi(Mi Queens." She thought, Ihe laid, uppa 
^eoQlk&itm, that I was like Maiy, Queen of 
Scots. 

The latter part of the Dutchefs's fpeech over- 
Irhelmed me with confufion ; when her Grace, 
laughing, faid, fhe was glad to fee, that after hav:- 
iog been fo many years in public, keeping fuch 
Jliu company, and having tntTelled fo-mach,.{ 
.betrayed fuch evident marks of modefly. The 
pDtcbefi of Douglas chid her Ctace, who ceo 
tunlj 

- ■ ^'■}>"i''^ 
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tatnly poflcflcd the ttioft feeling heart, notwtth- 
ftanding it was contained in fo rude a mould : 
■ Vfon which Ihe replied, *' I fuppofe it wiU be a 
" nutter of plcafure, inftead of mortification, 
" when 1 inform Bellamy, that 1 have always en- 
*' quired after her," — I bowed; the play was fixed 
on ; aild-I very gladly took ray leave. 

I have already given you my fentlmcnts upon 
her Grace's behaviour, .and thatat a time I was 
fmarting under the kfhes received at a former vi- 
lit : I fhall therefore only fay here, that though I 
was fenlible of the honour of being admitted to 
Qnerafberry-Houic, which was always attended 
with pecuniary advantages even beyond my ex- 
peflations, -yet I would very willingly have d*,- 
clined the honour, and even thefe advaatagea^ 
coi^ I have done it without the imputation of 
difrefpeA and ingratitude, aa I was furc of meet-* 
ing with fome farcafm, which inam»iner de^ 
ftroyed the benefit. Her Grace of Douglas en- 
gaged me to brcakfaft the next day, where, taut i 
conirairi, I met with the moft agreeable reccptioa 
that real cordiality, unmixed with caprice, cut 
beftow. 

At length the day of my benefit -came. Thfe 
Douglas caafe was decided that day in their fa- 
vour, to the very great mortification of the honft 
i«f Haaailton. When my two patroocffis api- 
peami, 

- ^;^«yl- 
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|)C«c;d^ the applai^ was gnat, bu^ xtfon the 
joaDg gcQ^Iemaa's entering, it incroafed ; and Ao 
Dutches of Doug^ making mott couitefies ' 
upon the eccafion than her companion thought 
needAil, ike leaned over the young geatleman 
who fat between thesii. and ctkd out, " Sit 
" down, Peg!" This had fuch xi cffeA upoa 
me^ who Aood en the tame tide, ivady to make 
my appeaKSce, that I burft into fuch a fit of 
kughter as pfevented me fvom going on imtne' 
4iately, aa I oi^t to hare dooe. Bta this was 
Bot aU. Her GiitFe. being iji. lugh goodi-hnBttwE, 
&» kept oktltog otM, occ:dionjilly, . loa4 enougEi 
£»«me «> hMtf, " Welt fai4, Marji \" " BifivO^ 
f ^W}f.!" vhictv united wi^ ii» fotoMFp Wa» 
^mri aMr.tutniag the Hai ftory we were ena^Cig 
tnto a Tra^k-Cofoedy ; kt it waft with the greMcft 
di&GuIty 1 could kuf my li&le iarakics in tnf 
<leieoiw». 

. At tha c9ntia6oiio£^u rea&>a, I fomd lim it 
bad turned out a very bcoeficiat one. Tbie arof* 
Bot «Hily fiOQi the patronage c€ the ladies already 
BKHtiMudi and many otben, but it nceivcd 
fbtne addition from the generofity of an WXX* 
Iteded bcne£kdor ; «f wbkh» Ebottgh truly ridi- 
cfioim in itfeLf, I am tcmpwd to jpve you the par* 
lieiikr* ; as peih^ tbej may have the fame efied 
Vfpn Jtout nufcksy aa the Dtndiefs. of Queenf- 
JI/tMj'i vfrbal applaufc had upon mine. . 

An 

- t;«'8i^ 



C. A. ■ 11 L A ATT. itj. 

An old giiiity Kn^t, Banker, ami Alderman^ 
Iiad cnteitaiiwd a pansdity fbt me. Ac his 'iaif 
vras' an elegant and accomptiflwd woman, and in 
pofieflion of youth as well as a fortime, k is leaSy 
to be wondered at drat the flioold have fiunficed 
beffeif to waning age and dileafet merely for the 
falu vf a title. B«t my cid Irknd veiifcd ^: 
adage of " Taut jour ftrdri, nt vaut faat." Ho- 
bad ftot me at my hfticGt an exmotdmary -pK- 
lent , and as hit hoacnr was not acenftonud to- 
do generous deeds, I might natvniHy hare fiq^ 
polied iliat I was tut n ffac0)ttottiefeoi0«idiar 
of hxtnumitfar liboaHiy. 
. He Kctm^gly Called fotMa-'da^ aAuv wbcah* 
was attanixd that £ waa net at home; btie 
ftffpedinft&e vcnciiy cf n^ ftcvaotr be went w 
feme Httle diflaOKe, and Mdend the hoaSe to tv 
watched. In a flwrt timr afittr 1 went o«t^ a«A 
whether his Mercury had n«4 tvadaty fcMaxl hiifl^ 
or his cerpc^Bcn had corbed his iStiv'ay, I cm- 
aot fiiy, bat be did not antxake my ctaur titt I 
had reached Leicefter>lK}ufe, 

1 there heard a voicer feeimngly of a petfon owi 
•f hreatb, cry, " Stopy otiairnie»T ftoft." Tho 
twT>-la^cdi)oi(sy3rbo«eftr,(»nti0iiedtkeff'trVt;i 
xe laibaniMt, iaa hosfeouta's c<»t, case Vf-td 
thefiite aftbeehaiTrand, kk aaimpctai^ (enrt 
commanded the chairmen to fct dowHi k»at dM 
famo 

■ . - ^X«.slc 
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bme time knoclted at the fide-window. I war 
greatly aliroied, and experienced pertuibations 
for which I can no uherwile account, than from 
the uocommotinefs of the circumftance. I not> 
withfiandii^ did as I was ordered ; when, to my 
inexpreflible farprife, I beheld my impaflioned 
elder, who feemed to me to hive broke bis wind 
te'fheW his gallantry. 
- As he could not immediately fpcak, I afked him, 
repeatedly, what was the occafion of fuch mad- 
nefsP Upon which, unbuttoning his furteulf not 
ooly tt> recover breathi bat to dazzle me with, tlie 
gold face upon bis coat,, wifely judging, that as a 
womanlmaft be captivated by finery, he in ^ 
panting voice toM me, he had given me a fub- 
fiantial proof of his afie^on at my benefit, be- 
ficies thirty pounds, the balance of a former debt 
(br money borrowed upon my jewels, and which; 
be had never demanded. 

Hearing this uncommon falutation, I defired 
my panting lover, in a very refolute tone, to gq 
about his bofincfs ; for, if he did not, I would 
inform his jutfM/ lady of his depravity and folly. 
I then told him, that if ever he prefumcd, upon 
any aeeotmt, to t^ fuch a liberty with me again* 
I WM not fo friendjefs, but that fome petfon 
yfooH intereft themlelves in my caufe* and puni& 



I had 



O. A. B E L I. A U T. 1S9 

- I had no fooner iiud Ihit, thui in an inflant sway 
my gentleman went ; and notwithfUnding I had 
been heartily frightened at hii approach, yet to fee. 
the ihortfipab Ikuttlingaway asifhcbadcracken 
at hi) tail, prefeoted fach a ridiculous fcene, that 
I could not help burfting into an imioodente fit 
. of laughter. In thia I waa joined by Uie very 
'duirmen, who had heard thecurions conver&tiDat 
and had reconnoitred my Turtle-eater ; ib that it 
' was fomc moments before they could take up 
Aeir burthen, that if, their chair; for, ai for my- 
felf, I was reduced to my original g^Jinur- 
'. I afbrwarda mentioned the incident to one of 
bis lady's intimates : flie was highly enterMiued . 
with it, and declared, file would make her firimd 
acquainted with it. She at the lame time ia« 
formed me, that this flower of gallantry, at home* 
appeared to be the moft dodle and fond faelp-niate 
flie ever knew. 

I never heard any more from or of thii miixer 
of knighthood, till I read in the newt-papas, 
fome ihort time after, that he had made his tWrii 
into the funily vault. And I much foaz the proof 
he gave i^ his aAivity upon the above*mei^oiied 
occaTion lent htm fome years fooner to hit long 
home than if he -had aOcd the put of a fober 
citizen, and the difcreet &thcr of. a numerous 
family. I am the more induced to draw this con- 
clulioo, 

■ ' t;«'8i': 
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clwfiwiL^ irom its being ^nnoanod duttliit Asith 
v&s occifitmcd.bf knafthma, whicdt psoM^ Baal 
'fiovitiie bfealung of z biood-vd^. 

Not .long after. Ma. Smitk ^irhom I hare 
■nore than xmce DKotumed^ aixlxtiflo cf the 
- kidgfat, cnoc -to put stc m iniad of the thirty 
-pmnds' I ftood indsbttd to him, loft it Aoi(kI 
.ix donsnded at za iociuiTenieBt time. As 
fhc 'infermed ok of hn dcktb, &k aec an y aniBd 
■ thcinfcrnution vith teus, Ax coninioR iribote 
•paid to* vttrtby conCn. Saeiiq; widdi, I oodld 
not hdp tdling lier «f his gdhmt atiadc upon ' 
.me. ' Asibc wn apftttcrsof vinue hevfei^ fliena 
.'fiibau' secBiTcd the intelUgence, 'than fbe wiped 
Itmaj tiii ptariy drapt, and liad Pccoarle to zfae 
-othor feaole weapons, by which flie ieicifcdy 
piorcd:hrr*itivetenac abhixtenctfof cMmsbiid ua- 

Wriiff. 

As I know not that I Hiall be abtcto tenaifiMe 
*.Ms.dettBr'With aaiore mcmeiable nactdent than 
- tbe fengeong, 1 will ido (o, ere the faaie hai loft 
' jom face ; for I a^ fiire even my hfelefi reprc- 
fiintation of it ttroU have lai&d thK pteafunMe 
i ap^iance «n. your lovely xoontenance.-~^Whht 
; Inlaaty wmdd it have afforded yon, bad you 
-faefaia difioftereftad fpcftitor of the laudable 
' fcene*!— I have no doubt but you would have 
' 'Cnjoy«d it even in a h^hcr . dogvee than Z did;— 
Not 

^ ^;^«>8l^ 
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Hot even -Shakfpertf's hi' kaightt hi any 6f tbe 
fuimowoiis ^HAfH&s tm WMiton^ttuks «a tkc 
.dames cf Wifl^or itd him i«t6, iMiukI tfutnift 
. you witfia {iM-GT faad o( mirdi, 4^n (be'amtiFoua 
£dfy of vy clejr kniigtic would 'hart done. 

G. A. B. 
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December t, 17^ 

i. fi£ funsterrfcUowing, his «i)ij^ of Ddv 
«i*rkinfitvd fitfigtoad) when ftir. X^ftTcicli, HRhff 
■sttiunl pecibMnen; » sU tiwifti Momging tf^ (bp 
I^pn^ thwt»s h«d by tfait tine jai^ ibeir 
(fipwrRi covpuu4s ill their fummer Mtcurikma, 
«ad.»t)iw >«ffi« to be coUoAod npon .tliie> opoafioa 
bat thofe at Richmond, made application tff Mr. 
'W-o94!«itarid, atld,f!eqw{l<d-th(C'hc w<N|ld:aik mc. 
I.«>lDpUed with great readinefil, but ^poa Coof- 
'ditioa'tbat leave w» obtained of the aidiDS QUr 
^wgeC' Mr. '^qcdward thought this unnfiocflaiy* 
«Ad f«id:bc iatendAil applying «« Mr. H»ras, wh* 
w«uldt no dosbt, li^ii a lihet^y for fae^-atitlw&illf 
time he did tor -hun. - ■. 

The iirft piece w^ performed was dw " Sofpir 
*< deuB Hulbfuid,'*ia wh.:U ;! pl3}!ed Ckriada. 
-. - IT ,. Upon 
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Upon mjr apfcaruvce^ th«re was one perfon bi&d. 
A* &is wu a ^utatimk'I was not act^uaiated 
with, I could not help receiving pain from it ; but 
upon Mr. Garrick's facing it was apparent mar- 
lice, at die general opinion was evtdently for me, 
I compofed myi^ft and pUyed as well as I conld. 

*' The ProToked Wife" was the fccond piece 
that we perfbrmvd, in which I appeared in the 
charaQer of Lady FancifnI. In the laft Aft, the 
perfon, whoie bofincfs it was, not fiavtog called 
me, Mr Garrick was juft going lo be witty upon 
the occafion, as yoa may recoiled my worthy 
friend,' Mr. Qpin, was upon my ntai-appearance, 
from a very particular incident, many years be- 
fore ; bat my entering juft as he had adnnced for 
Ihat purpofe prevented his wit from being for 
that time made knoWn ; and I could never find 
out what occafion he vrould have fixed on to fhew 
his fatire. 

I muft here add, (hat the inoidents may-not 
be difaniced, that the befpnning of the next (ca- 
fbnhisDanilhMajellycametofee " JaoeShore,'^ 
At Covent-Gaiden, in which I played Alicia ; 
when oblcrving the royal vi&or to prefer the 
charm of Somnus to the Tragic Mufe, and un- 
willing that he fliould lofe the^r effing it might 
be ftippofed he came to fee, I drew near to his 
box, and with a moft violent exertion of voice, 
4 which 
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Which the part admitted, cried out, *' Oh ! thoa 
" falfe Lord 1" by which I lb cffeftually roufcd 
his majefty, that he told the unfortuDSte Comte de 
Bathmorc (who, as 1 have already informed you, 
wfed to be a frequent vifitor at my houfe}, that h« 
■would not be married to a woman with fach a 
bell voice, upon any account, as he fliould ncTCp 
expeft to flcep. 

This fummcr Mr. Powell died. The laft time 
I ever faw hira he requeued my pardon, and af- 
furcd me he would make atonement, the next vna- 
ter, for the injury, he had done me in my profeflion* 
- The conciudif^ feafon of my agreement I \fas 
feldom called upon at die theatre ; and indeed-tbe 
fcvere indifpofition I had undergone had left me fo 
weak, that I fliould have executed my duty with 
great difficulty, as I always made it an invariabla 
rule to play when called upon, were I able to rife ; 
nor did I ever engage perfons to applaud me, oE 
pay the doers of the papers to put in pufis to tm- 
pofe lJpon the public, under the fignature of '* Im* 
" partial Writers." 

Now I am upon this fubjed, I will fend yon z 
fpecimen of the dependence tliat in general is to 
be placed on the accounts given in the papers by 
thofe fort of writers. Though it happened many 
years before the period I am upon, yet it wiH not 
be the lels a-prafes here. 

vol.. Ir. K During 
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Dtii^ng die meifaontble run of" Romeo aM 
'• Juliet," at Drory-Line, the late Sir John tfill, 
who' b^ not at that time been knightedj was the 
Editor of a news-paper ; I think it was called 
die *' Gray's-Inn' JournsJ," bat am not fore. h» 
diat paper, he did me the honour to be very la- 
Vifh in my paiik^ for which I gvn him credit, as 
I had not then the pleafure to know hith; 

Upbn my return to GoVent-Garden) he one 
evening fws»h intO' the Green-Room, during thd 
reprtftntathsn 6f that play, airf when I *as ddled 
(6 go to the balcdny, the fcene on Which he hiCd 
been nvofl erabenmv in his enlogiums, he greatly 
affonilhed tat by faying, " I muft go and fee it, 
•< for 1 ikm it is the fineft pibce of aifiting in &tc 
*' flrtibte perfomiance." I coiW not rtfift t*m- 
Hig b:eck, fo tiSk him if he had not wrote a' cri- 
tique njjon it i To which he replied, with a Ije- 
ComiiYg ttoa cbaUnce, x\SSX te had Written it from 
what he heard at the B6df6i>d, ahd never till that 
•venii^g hxd an opportftlii^ of feeing it. 

As " Romeo and Juliet" was it ftandinlg dflh 
It both (heatrel, at that period, for two years rnn- 
nmg, It fnlg^t be fuppoled that all die critiqa69 
of diat gemleitian, ai Welt as the tfieait^^^ in 
general, weK efi^llf th« rifult df oHervAion ioA 
^o^riient. Indeed, I believ* ttoft of tte praifi or 
cenfure we read in the p^rs is Jftrt m l^ the 
*paA>£aEns 
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-partixans or eDemios of the peribrmers ; except 
in new piecn, ndwn die editors think it th«ir dnty 
to give the- pobiie, with an account of the per- 
iipnnance, the ouiitt or demecits of the aftvre and 

EzaiTc ijiis long digreffion; I will now rctvm 
to tof nariuive.— This Aimmer I vme not oalj 
di^sngagad from the theatre, but fron m^r em- 
ployment at Comfie Hatlang's; which was occa- 
iioned by the fbilowing etrcuBiAaQce : I had bor- 
rowed, tome time before, forty gninoaa of Mr. 
Woodward, to jKiy my coal-itMrobajit; fiirtheughl 
would not receive any pecuniary farOBi<5 from 
that gentionaii myfcM^ I made no feniple t« bor- 
row ofhintto accommodMe othecs. fi1i>. Weod- 
wud having fton ocoofion foi> the monvy', and it 
not being in my power to repay ii, I applied to 
the Comte for it* His ExcsUency tvM me he had 
not that fum b^ liim, bm r^rpcd me t» Mrs. 
Myers. You lauft know that this tady, who was 
tbe widow of his valet-d^faambre, liad been his 
houfeloeepcr, hut at this period was tranHated to 
the high office of b«ng hie gavemanes ; for as hii 
Lord&rp was rmmerfed in politics, the court, the 
clab, and pubUc places, he bad not time to ma- 
tt^e him/ilf. 

Being thus referred to her, I ftnt to fpeak with 

her in the anti>chamber, tbreogfa wliich all the 

K z people 
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people of hSblon pals to go to the chapel gallery? 
No pen can defcribe the Indicrous fcene that paf- 
led upon the occafion ; let it luffice to fay, that 
jthe lady had no ohje£Uon to a few oaths, and 
that fhe fpoke plain Englilh. At 6rft it afforded 
diveTfiui to the geatkmcn who happened to be 
palfii^ through the room ; but at lafi, provoked 
hy fome words I unfortunately let drop,' ihe pour* 
^ fucb a torrent of grols abufc upon her Lord 
and benc&Aor, that I tookmyfelf off; and'atthe 
fame time took fuch an avei£on to her, that* I 
declined going to the. houfe ; nor did I ever of- 
ficiate more. 

^I now determined to retire to my houfe at 
Stnuid on the Green, and wait the iffue of what- 
ever Oibold happen. In a Ihort time I received a 
vifit from Mr. Cook, a gentleman belonging to a 
particular department in the theatre, who told me 
he was forry to be the meflenger of unwelcome 
;iews, but he came from Mr. Colman to, inform 
^e, that if I would accept of ^x pounds a week, 
he would engage me ; if not, he fhould no longer 
look upon mc as one of the company. 

1 could ill brook this meflage, as it was adding 
.an infult to an affront. Had Mr. Colman fent 
mc a difchargc, it would have carried with it more 
pf that candour, by which his anions are generally 
guided; buti«as I had certainly treated. that. genr 
tieman 
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tleman ill, I did not con^laia ; conicioiis of my 
error, I hope he will (brgivc me when I declare, 
that I have (hot my arrow o'er my head, which 
has recoiled and only hurt myfclf. 

Mr. Harris called upon me that day, or tlie 
next, and feemed much hurt at the aflair. He 
confokd me with the hopes of the fuit being foon 
ended ; when, he alfured me, that I fliould be rc- 
inAated in my former fituation. 
, A coolneCs had now taken place between Mr. 
.Woodward, who boarded with idb at Strand, and 
Mr. Hoole, about Ibmc advice the latter had given 
relative to a benefit. This was a fevere -ftrokc 
upon me, as it produced the fame eSi& between 
the &mily and mylelf. My regard was lincete, 
and was increafed by obligation. 
. I had bred up a near rclatioa (a nephew) from 
an in&nt, in a manner which would be necef- 
iary to make him appear like a ^en'tknun, in 
which line I had then reafon to believe I fhould 
,bc able to maintain him. He was at Weftmin? 
iiter, was placed in one of the fiift boarding-houfcs^ 
and enabled to keep company with the principaj 
hoys in the fchool, not only for quality,- but gc^ 
miui, to whom he feemed to give the preference. 
.Among thefe, the Rev. Mr. Hayes, and young 
Ford, fon of Doctor Ford, both poilellcd of ^ning 
parts, were his particular intimateA 

K 3 The 
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The altention wbtch had t^n place in my 
circuiriftancn rendeiod an alteratibrf m hie mode 
of cdacdtion <fieedfiil i I thcretbie wrote to my 
mother, when I was in Sctitluid, de£ring h«r to 
lake him from Woftminfter, uid place him where 
he might iearh uithotetil: : fbe accordingly did 
fo, and I regutarly fent the>money to pay the ex- 
{wnces. My yonng gentleman's pride was mxiA 
hurt by this arrangement i bac as Mr. Wood- 
ward had taken bim to lire at chambers with him, 
and indulged him in what he thongbt raqui£tc^ 
we -never came to an expknatiMi till, the laft 
winter. 

I then inferraed him that I had found a capital 
boufe in riwicityithat was willing to receive him ; 
to which he replied, wi& dll theconfequencc diat 
would haVe becAne aiDuke had be been ibAlLied, 
that i might bare >&ved my&lf the trouble, -§di i 
had-bred lonvsiatgentinaBn, and Iboold fuppoit 
bim *s &di. His infotemx aggranting ioe, 1 
a&ed^him, -widi a &pcfciltDvt fmiia, whyihe did 
i)(}t%, and nt^ieft'tliB onerBftofhis'&booI-feN 
low, ■Sir Wadcyn-Wiiloms Wyhn, of wiiofeac- 
t[lK('mtanee-lK boaftcd £0 much? :Hi* arifwcr was, 
bsfore he wouid be a wnteked dependent npon 
any man oncanfa, he woald wait till.be was of 
«ge to be iiUiftcil, and .prefer carrying a muf- 
^uet. 

The 
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The fpirit of ihe boy pl^sfcd ;me,' ^nd from 
.ll>at bopr 1 refolved not to curb it, .He was a 
£r^t favourite in Mr. Hoole's family; ^i>d as that 
^entlein^n is,po0c(ledof one of the beft of hearts, 
in addition to his other qualifications, it fvas not 
^long before he obtained for my nephew a brevet 
in the honou^le the £aft-!lndi^,Compa^y*3 ferr 
vice at Bpotbay. 

The difficuhy was how to, fit him oyit. As my 
iinaqces were but ip an in4iffci:ent fitijiatipii, I 
was obliged to try my credit ; apjd failing in that, 
to ihfi , awwnt of about .eigbiy .flr. lupety pgunds, 
I af^hed to Mr. Woodward, ttho t£ud be .would 
advuice die money upon bis bond ; as die well 
knew, though a minor, his principles and honour 
were fuch as he could depend upon. 

My worthy friend Mr. Hoolc now introduced 
-him to-a-gentleman of the India-Houfe, nvned 
(Corbet; ^OiQdt -only lent him twtlve guineas, 
•but fpok« to a Captain in his-favour, and fhetn'd 
'biBv uncommon civilities. Eelides this-ttAimony 
lOf-^ricndflup, I was indebted to Mr. 'Hool^-tbe 
fum of f-M^-poutids, which I am fpny-to fay-ilill 
' rooiains unpaid. Thefe <ircuo3&nces un^ovbt- 
cdly made me-ftel -this coolnefs more fcverely 
-than other^ife Ifhould have done; and I -do -net 
.know that any.deprivation o£^ feeing real friends 
ever gave me fuch fcnfible p^u>. 

. K 4 " But 

'■ ■ / ^^«>8l- 



'200 THE LIFE OF 

But thcfe revolutions in friendfliips are, I fecj 
as certain and unavoidable, as the common vi- 
ciffitndes in all human aifairs. Even tbofe which 
appear to be the iirmeft founded, which have a 
fimilarity of fentiment and difpofition. for their 
bafis, are not fometimes proof againft (he feeblcft 
hlafts of difcord. — How finely has my immortal 
poet defcribed this frailty, and confirmed the fore- 
'going obfervation* '. 
" Oh I world, ihy flippery tumi I frieadB now fall 

" fworn, 
'* Whofe double bofomi fecm to wear one heart) 
'* Whofe hours, whofe bed, wbofe meal, and cxercife, 
*' Arc Hill together j who twine, as 'twere, in love' 
*' Unfeparable; ftuJl within this hour, 
" On a difienfion of a doit, break out 
*' To bitter enmity." 

At the condufion of the fummcF, Mr. Wood- 
ward engaged with his former opponent, Foote, 
CO go to Scotland, and to play during tlie fummA' 
at th« little tlieatrc. Asl had now no bufinefs td 
call me to town, I determined to remain at Strand, 
and divert myfcif with books, birds, and writing. 
I begaa a comedy; but unfortunately, Thalia 
had 110 Iboner honoured me with a vilit, than Ihe 
was obliged fuddenly to decamp, upon account 
of the return ofafiu- more difagreeable vititatit* 

• CorioIimuB, Aft IV. Scene III. 

. the 
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the pain in my fide i a gueft witli whole intru- 
fions I had long been troubled, and of whoi^, 
notwitUflanding all my endeavours, I could, not 
totally get rid. This obliged me to come to 
town, as I had no opinion of any of the physical 
gentlemen but Mr. Adair^, to whole IkiU and un- 
lemitting attention I had .been frequently in- 
debted, 

I had now no dependence but on Comtc Ha- 
flang's promifed friendlhip, and a few jewels, the 
reliftsofMifji Meredith's legacy, the very thoughts 
of parting from which almoft broke my heart. 
Notwith Handing this^ I wrote to a lady, without 
confidcring her tafte for.expence, and the con- 
trafled iiite of my finances, to procure me s 
lodging for a few weeks, for niyTcIf and one maid- 
fervant. Accordingly I fet off the next day, 
leaving the cook, gardener, and footman, to take 
care of my treafure at Strand. 

At tlie time Mr. Woodward lirll made the 
propofal to board with me, he had laid in wine, 
coals, candles, &c &c. and infilled (as he had 
engaged for a year, and as he hoped I would per- 
mit him to return in the furamer) upon paying 
the whole fum he had agreed for, notwithfland- 
ing his abfence. AU felfe puh£liIio ceafcd uppn 
this occalioji ; and, when he fet off for Scotland, 
K 5 he 
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'he'-feft'tftc-thc tjuattcHs money, together witli 
^iWiris writings, -hi a ftrrtig box. 

■firing onwHttng-ttr hazard a dcpoCt of Cich im- 
portance in' the xoimrry -whilft I was away, I took 
this 'box'vith ine to town ; and finding a ray of 
jny trfbal -prefenthncnt crofs my mind juft as I 
arrived in London, I inftantly determined that! 
would not take it to Mrs. Moore's (tlic Lady I 
had wrote to). 'dlbO^'flie'Hved in ftilc, and kejit 
"anombcr of fcrvants; I therefore ftopt at Mr. 
' Colley's, in Grofvenor-ftreet, and left it provi- 
dentially in his care. 

AVhen I arrived in Soddi AudUy-Arect, I found 
Mrs. Moore e«remely til, lying upon a couch in 
her drefling-rootn, which was towards the ftiect, 
her beft rooms being backwards. She informed 
ne, that her woman had taken a lodging for me, 
agreeable to my requtft; and that it was in 
Leiccfier>ftreet, at two guineas a week. This in- 
teUigence ftartled me, as I was miArcfs of but 
nine guineas ; and thofe were all I was certain 
of, till I fhould receive Mr. "Woddward's quarter 
■t Cbrillinas. 

Mrs. Moore infilled upon my ftaying the night; 
and, indeed, her illnefs induced me to do this, as 
Aie would not fuflfer any body to' fit up with her i 
and her bed was one of the daughters of th itd 
»f Ware. Yott know fupper Is my only meal ; 
theieibre, 
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- therefore, ,whcn tbc lady retired to her repofe, I 
had the cloth laid, and a nobleman, who had cidled 
in upon a viliC, walkedabout the rc^m while I ate 
-it. About twelve, his Lordfliip leftjiie. Upon 
■hearing a loud knock at the door,4in[n^iately af- 
ter, I xapg, to enquire what occ^fioncd^t ; when. 
,the butler informed mcithat the noble visitor had 
.ma fome ill-Iooking fellows at tbe.corncr ,of the 
ftreet,,who, upon his telling them he feared they - 
^ were upon no good, one replied, " Gohome, qiy 
" Loid, afidbe fatlsfied, thcK is.no harm intend- 
.*' cd you." This induced bis ^^ordfliip to re- 
lurn, in order to take a ftick he had feeii in^ 
,)the Jiall, as iie ^.afled through it, by way of dc- 
icnce. 

As Igeae^y.read till I am lleepy, I took up a 
.book wjth.^e into the bed-chamber, and ctn- 
-, ployed i^yfelf in ttiat manner till I heard the clock 
jilrike t(ffo. I then went into bed; and I bad not 
.he^a. I»id dc^wnfive minutes, .before I heard a 
^gOfat noife in the houfe. .Very fortunately for mc 
, this .haQpeDed,.%fter 1 was undrelfed, otherwife I 
..^c»ild b^ye gone to have checked the feivants for 
dii^u(;t)ipg their lady,, at a tiRie when Ibc was^ fo 
.much indirpofed. This ,was a liberty I Ihould 
fc^vc yfusa at .the houfe even .of common ac 
quaintap,ce ; apd much more here,, where I could 
be as^fue.as in my owii. 

' K 6 In 
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In a moment I heard the door of out chamber 
open, and -perceived a great glare of light ; upon 
which Mrs. Moore started up, and faid, " Mary * 
" Mary!" imagining it to be her maid; when 
WE inftantly heard a horrid deep voice, crying, 
" Lie ftiU, or I will murder you." Another ex- 
clamation of the fame nature fnccceded, and fo on 
to a-£xth. In (hort, there was fuch a climax of 
muTderous threats, that I verily believe they had 
fludied their IcHbns to aggravate our fears, t 

They now fct about ranfacking the drawers, 
and employed themfelves in packing up every 
thing that was portable. As the room looked into 
the garden, and li-om iti lai^ncJs could contain 
many chefts, they had leifurc to continue this ein- 
jxloymmt for a full hour ; when they retired. 
You may be fure we lay ftill and mute during the 
whole of this tranfa£tion ; and vft were now its 
hopes that we had got rid of our dreadful vHitors. 

We were, however, mifiakcn ; for one of them 
immediately returned, with a lig^t in one band, 
and a piltol in the other, and drew back the cur- 
tain. Mrs. Moore now, for the firft time, broke 
£lence, crying, " You will not murder me !'* 
The wictch feemed to deliberate a good while be- 
fore he anfwered. At length, after a long paufe> 
, he replied, "No." Upon which my companion 
c<uiti£iv«d» " Not will you murder any of thofe 
" who 
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*' who belong to me, will you ?" To this he re- 
turned, without any hclttation, " No." At tfiat 
inftant a watchman's rattle was heard, whan 
the fellow threw down his piftol and ran away. 
Though I had heard diftinaiy all that paft, I had 
not feen any of thefe inanceuvres ; for, ia ray 
fright, I had crept down to the bottom of the bed» 
where I lay more dead than alive ; but, upon the 
fellow's retiring, I re-alTumed my place upon tny 
pillow. 

The means, by which the rufSans had been 
difturbed, were as follow : The houfckccpcr lay 
in the front garret; and having captivated the 
butler, he had opened his trenches in an ho- 
nourable way before her : hearing the nolle, ihe 
imagined k was her enamorato, who, having, got 
a ghfs too mudi, which was fometimcs the: oafe, 
was blundering up to her room. This indueihg 
her to look over the baluftcra, as it was i well 
ftair-cafe, ihe faw the troop of thieves, each 
with a li^ght and a piAol, enter, her lady's room. 
Seeing this, Ihe went into the bftlcony, where flie 
waited till the watchman came his rounds,: and 
then gave the alarm. 

The watchman oWervcd, that tiie lan^ had 

been t^cn out of the glafs globe at the door,, and 

that the window over it was open. ' Tliis had 

been left.fo by the careleffiieis of the hou^^maid. 

.6 As 
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As foon as the watchnun obferrcd this, he made 
ufe of his rattle, yrhich ib frightened t^e fellows, 
that, dropping their booty, they each IHifted for 
^himfelf. The man who had returned to our 
toom, finding himfclf alone, made his way into 
the^rden, and leapt into the next area ; where, 
sftei hidiog fome trinkets which he had fecreted 
from his ifotUates, he Was taken by Colonel 
Slopet's fervants. 

Being delivered by them to the watchmen, who 
. by this time.were aflembled in a confiderable body, 
. on promife of lenity, be gave informa^on where 
bis companions iW,eFe to be met with, and five 
more of them were taken. Two others, who had 
been left as. a guard over Mrs. Moore's mcnrJer- 
vattts, by being near the g<vden, had ibund qifi^s 
to m^e their cicape. One of tbcife two, whijfl: 
.he. was fecuring the butler, informed Jiim, that 
..one>e£thc^ang,w.aated to ftab'th^nobleroanas he 
went out ; but a youth, who was t)ut yaH xetum- 
.'ed from tranlpo nation, and^ had only joined them 
«hatday,.had.ot^eAed totheir cqmTiu^ng -mur- 
. der. The hatler 'hearing his.^i^firefsjfilt t\ten 
fcream, he faid to the fame niaUt " I hope they 
'• KTC^not lUDBdcriAg my.miftrefs !" To which 
tbc'feUow replied,' *' I,hopcib too; but piie.of 
"** them is,abloodydog;..aiDd, 1^ I mottey.tp £o 
** absoad, Ijr«uId.Jc2ve .tbem." This be pro- 
bably 

- ^;^>'>8l- 



e. A. B £ L t, A M y. 207 

liably did, as he was one of thole who made ihs'a 
efcape, and has not beta heard of fince. 

In the morning, all the fix were brought, for 
'Mrs. Moore to fwcar to the perfon that had come 
with the piftol to her bed-fide. Upon feeing 
them, flie fixed on the youth before-mentioned, 
who Was quite an agreeable lad. As fhe was 
about to take the oath, he told her to be cautious 
of what Ihe was going to do, as an oath was a 
very Jturtd bufinefs : an admonition, which, as it 
came from one of that calling, feemcd to aAoniih 
kll prffent. As for myfelf, I was not at Mrs. 
'Moore's when the cavalcade arrived;, for I no 
' fbonei* heard of their approach, than I ran over to 
IhcNeapolitan ambaJTador's, where I rcmunedtiU 
they were gone ; though i needed not to have 
been afnid of being called upon, as my teftimony 
could have been of no manner «f. tifc, from my 
having played leafi' in fight. 

To make thort of myftory, which I fear yon 
Aink already too' long,' five of the wretches whq 
had occalioned our fri^t were executed ; aAd 
the youth, in who'fe behalf fome favourable cir> 
cunfftances appeared, was once more tranfporttd. 
Wluit -made hts cafe the more pitiable ifas, tint 
be belonged to a fiimity of fome opulence and 
credit. 1 bavefince been informed, that bis filter 
at that very time rode in her coach and fix. 

It 

-.^ ^;^>^yl- 



-ao8 -S H E L 1 f E . O F 

It will be necellary, that I fliould juft acquaint 
you with the circumllances which occafioned this 
. robbery, is they too often arife from. fi;nilar im- 
prudences, Mrs. Moore's butler had been fent 
into the city to receive a coiifiderable fum of 
money, which lie had depolited in a canvas bag. 
. As tlic amount was all in golj, except one thirty- 
pound note, it made a figure. Before he got 
home, he qiUed at a puhlic-houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood for a pint of porter. Whether he was 
really tired of his load, or from a motive of often- 
tation to Ihew his treafure, he fet the bag that 
contained it upon the table. One of the fellows, 

, who afterwards broke into his miftrefs's houle, 
happening to {it near him, upon obferving the 
butler's load, alked h>m, with an appearance of 
furprife, whether that was all gold? To which 
the butler wi/ely replied in the affirmative ; and* 
not content with this, opened the bag to convince 

, bim. From that bour the houfe was vratched ; 
and on the Sunday night following, the very nigbt 
my ill fate drove me to Heep there, they found 

. means to eSeH tb^r purpofes. 

Your wicked wits have faid, in ridicule to our 
lex, tliat a woman's pollfcript Is generally longer 

■ than thfiJetter itfelf. ^ I think I fland fomc cliance 

. of iiwuiring the fame refleftion for my ftory- 

telling : the additions Teeming likely to be more 

prolix 
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prolix than the ftory itfcif, proHx as it has been. 
I cannot, however, help giving you ah inftance of 
iiifenlibility it produced, which is as estcaordinaiy 
as any I ever heard of. 

■ The nobleman who had fallen-in with the 
thieves the night of the robbery, went to Ncw^ 
gate to fee them ; when the youth 1 have beeh 
fpcaking of accofied his Lordlhip, and, with ^ 
much unconcern as if he had been an indifferent 
' perfon, faid, " If youpleafc, my Lord, I willlhcw 
" you the felons." And upon his Lord&ip's ct»- 
quiriog of him, why they did not rob him, ^ 
they had fo favourable an opportunity ? he told 

.him, there were two rcafons for it ; the one vtas, 
becaufe they had better game in view, as thcy-al- 
w^s preferred waiting upon the ladies tp the gen- 
tlejnen; and the other was, that oihcers in the 
guards (you muft obferve that his LordlhJp was 
perfonally known by them) were faid to have fo 
many calls for their money, that (hey feldom car- 
ried much about them ; fo that the attack would 
have been attended with certain danger, and an 
uncertain profit, which it would "have been im- 
pnidcnt to hazard. 

"When the news of the robbery was f|xead 
abroad, the houfe was Ijke a fair. I therefore took 
my leave of Mrs.. Moqre on the Monday even- 
ing, and went to my new lodgings ; for 1 really 
believe 
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inUevp I «o»ld iwv«r yavtjhpt in the hanfc, ha^ 
i eontiaucd in it fbr.sver. 

X« .whacaD iaimodera^e ki^tb bas this robi- 

bery tbliged me to extend my prefcntkttcr ! for 
it would tuive left your curioJky in a difagfeoable 
^ulpenfc, bad I, '** like Batlar's :ftory of the Bear 
■*' .and .Fiddle, begaoi"^— and broke ofFin the raid- 
'*' idte." Could I have foiefeen, when I £rft en- 
tered upon it, that it would have fo much ex- 
ttended ray ufual^boundj, I believe I fhould have 

totally omitted it.. — But as I was, though the 
•grcateft part of the time, an btvl^He pcribfiser, fo 
capital a one in the piece, and tlie imprefOoa 
Aiade on my mind by the Hiocking Kprdenution 
-will never be endioUcil, .1 could not pafs it ow 
■aaHimKe, 

G. A. B. 
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DFEcmb^ 1.5, ij— 
'W HE N I got to my new lodgjagt, I feond 
that my maid, who had come up.in die ftage, was 
.'anived there, aod had brought the things I Ibeuld 
.want. Unluckily for me in tlie prefent ftate of 
my -fiaances, tbe perfon that.kept tbchoufchad 
beoi accuftomed to provide every ueceHary for 
her 
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her ladgert. T^U, bowevec, -vtts CDnventeat for 
me, ae my hand-iiaaid, -who naspratty, for 700 
know I Esnnot 'be Satisfied if thofc about me are 
only ipaflabie, could do lUtle-clfc bat drcTs me and 
work «t bcr nacdic. I therefore was obliged to 
accept df her praffinvd fervice, thou^ it was nt- 
teathd with ati extraordinary expence. 

His excellency Comtc Haiflang now lent oie 
tiie money he t|ad promifed me i and which I had 
almoft given over, as there were three months 
due. Mr. Woodward, hearing of the robheiy, 
&nt me unmedknely a draft upon a piinttr ia 
Fleet-^rnt, whole name I have foi^ot. As I 
was too ill to go with it myfelf, I icnt to Strand 
for my foot-boyto come to town^ for I found it 
inconvenient to be withont hiin ; and my kind 
-iandisdy olfercdme abed for him, infschaman- 
ncr that I aniderilood it.wai to be gtatis. 

When be. came to towDi I ient him with the 
bill fiir acoiptaace. As he was going mto the 
city Sar this par[»ofe, attraded by the warbliiig 
.^afyren in Leicefter fiddi, he ftood amonga 
-groap of 'gaping andkorsto liften ; ivhen one of 
itiie niiBble-fingendi^ntryeafed'him of his hand- 
kerchief, an4i atthc feme tJBK of tbebill, which 
■the wife-acre bad carefully tied up in the comtr 
. of it. In confequcnce of this lofs he was aftaid 
to return. Wonctffriag wliat could xletain ihtm, 
Iwas 
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I was not a little iincafy ; not from any appre- 
hcnfion of my treafure, you know me too well 
to fnppofc that could give tne a moment's un> 
eafinels, bat from my fcrvant's being a country 
lad, and totally unact^oainted with the city. He^ 
however, at length came home, and with a long 
face toid me his piteous tak;' upon which I 
thought it uecellary to fend a not^ to the perfon 
Jan whom the bill was drawn, t« acqaaint hilb 
of the accicbnt ; and, whether the thief was ap- 
prebenfive of prefenting it, or faw the lad coming 
out, I caimot Jay, bst it was never heard of more. 
Lacltily 1 did not jufi at that time Aand. in need 
cf the money. . / 

■. My beahh being re-eftablifhed by the aflift* 
ance of niy worthy friend Mr. Adair, I went fre* 
•quently to my houfe at Strand, where the inha? 
bitants ace moftly iiihermen. My h«neft neighe 
^urs expre&d the greateft fatis£i&ion when- 
*ver<they izw me ; and as even feeming regard is 
.pkailng, though from grangers, and the relidence 
.where you fuppole yourfelf loved always has the 
'.preference,! chofe to Ipcnd my Chriftmas there. 
-When I came to re£e£t oa the narrow efcape 
-Mr.. Woodward's box of writii^ had met with, 
.1 could not but congratulate myfelf on my having 
^depolited them in a place of fafety. Had they 
.been loft, I fliould never have forgiven myfelf ; 
though 
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though no blame could hive been imputed tame, 
as a troft o£ iuch conliequcncc would have aficA' 
ed me infinitely tnorc than -if it had been my 
own. 

I had at thia time fi^ueiit vifits irom Mr. Har- 
ria, and fometimes from Mr. Leake, who had 
pUrobafcd a part of Mr. Rutherford's Iharey as he 
hadibcca obliged to' difpofe of his fourth. In 
thfi& ihterviewd, I was allured, that no rcconci* 
liatiim fhould take place without my being made 
a party. I foon found London too expeniivc for 
mei I therefore difcharged my lodging, uidj-c- 
turned to take up my abode entirely in my little 
rural refidence, where I could live infinitely 
cheaper than in Letceflxr-flreet. For the good 
lady whofe apartments had been taken for m^ 
Jiaving been accuflomed to good lodgers and 
good living, to Ihew her tafte, generally provided 
.enough to icrve the whole femity, company anil 
all ; notwitlfftanding I every day fent down wojrd 
that 1 never eat but of one difli. This wa« attcrwl- 
ed with an. cxpence I could by no means a£>rd ; 
^nd not being able to thut my ears any longer 
.to the whifpers of prudence, I determined on a 
Removal. 

. Though I thug lived in retirement and foIitude> 
not a moment palled without fome employment, 
for it is that alone which can make life fupport- 
_ ■ . able. 
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^le. How have I bom fucprilied to hear people 
coinplainii^ of thne's bongiog hsavy' en dieir 
hands ! — For my own put, I fagsc often, very 
often, *< chid the hafty-footcd time" for fiying lb 
fiiit— The <;saiphunt .of hayiag nothing to do 
it fuch a va^puiftn, that I wondec any petfonsi 
who make the leaft fttUacc to fccliag; on de>- 
grade dMmTelvcs by the aduwwlet^iment.— Thai 
headiolif bat ay much regretted fcieiHt Thorn- 
fon * painted the ftatc of ibok who truly enjoy 
life: 

Ad elegant luncien^, content, 
•' Befh-eircot, niral quiet, frienddiip, bscAi, 

" ProgreSve viftne, aadj appiaviag HeettD.** 
This is a jnft Iketch of the Aipremeft KappineTs 
iJiis fbWunary ft«e will admit of. Unkfs every 
hour be employed in fonts ufcfbl concern, or in- 
iMccDT amoicment, Kfe cannot be laid to be en<- 
joyed.— The idle only cxift ; the bufy live. 

About this period, I received a note from Mr, 
Foote, who was lately returned from Scotland-, 
if^rroing me, that he had left- Mr. Woodward 
weff, and had taken for him a hoafe, near his 
own, at Little Chelfea. 'He defired I wtnild go 
♦o-feok at it, and get it in rea^nefs for his recep- 
tion at his return, which would be in a month or 
• Tbomfon*) Spring, Line 1158. 
I fix 
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Sx weeks. He tlieti rcqnelled to fee" Qle, ac his' 
thtatw was ready to receive mC; which he *tnl!d. 
do with open armi, Ihotdd an engagement be 
agreeable to me. 

I ucordingl; went to 6x the hottfe, bet fovmg 
it only a hoTcl, and very incOnvcAient, but for »' 
perioA who had aootber habitation, and ke^ Afs' 
only to fave ^tpeannubt. Ai I was- A:nfibl« tbtnt 
could be no ^plicity in Mr. Wdodward's- thav 
rafter, yet is, at the fiitK tilAe, I knew he coaltf 
not be witkont the affiftaAce of pylons ,of the h~ 
cuky, I d^dined having any tbing to do in the 
afiair. ' In the fame letter which conveyed to Mr^i 
Foote my {eAtiOMnts oft that) heti, I tbaftked 
hVm ior his ktilid offbr, but t<^ bitti th^ McjfhA 
ttiy health nor fpiritt n^uld permit die to aedCM 
of it. 

Indoed, the former was reltbred tb a tt^rable 
Itftte ; but as for my fpirits, thofe Tpiritt which 
yo« have fo often a^ired, which the fiift ge- 
riiafes of the age hive condelcended tb be (rfeafcd 
with, and '* which liaVe fo often- fet the fable in » 
*' roar," they were gone, gone I ftar, for e«r. 
In this fkllen fitoation, what figure ctnM I hope 
to make with that fon of laughter, om* MAcfern' 
Artflophancs l Bdides, the hopes I hid of being 
again retained in the fcrrice of the tnufe I had fin 
long had die tionour of leprefenting with fucccfs, 
would 
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vould itave prevented me, had I bscn in a vc^a to 
play the firji fiddle, as a noble lady once ^d I did. 
Had the Hajr-nnrket 1'beatre been then upon 
the plan it now is, I know not a performer, if they 
were abletogo through the fatigue, but wotild 
gladly have accepted of an eng^emcnt, be their 
confequence what it would. Mr. Colraan is in- 
dc£iti^blc, and fpares no expence to indulga and 
4ntcrtiun .the town. The former managjer de- 
pended moftly upon his own ftrcngth, and his 
own pieces ; which gave but very few opportuni- 
ties for a performer in any capital line to make a 
toleraUe figure. 

; Mr. Woodward, upon his return from Scot- 
land, was pre0ed to pliy three or four nights at 
Yor)c ; where, as in every other place, be was 
jaftly admired. When he came to town, I in- 
formed him of my reje^lion-of the houfc ; he 
feemed to approve of my having done lb, as he 
laid, he had not given Mr. Footc any fuch com- 
million, it being impollible for him to.Iive in the 
flyle of a bon vhant, like the wit his employer, 
nor could he exift by himfelf. Here he was 
pkafed to pay rae a compliment, that ray hum.- 
bled' vanity now forbids me to repeat. 

During the fummer, the manager reaped a 
plenteous harveft, with very little trouble ; which 
was in a great meafure owing to fuch a fiivouritc ' 
aftor 
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tfiM u Mr. Woodward nnkiog one of lu« con- 
futy, ajtn ma iUeoce of fevcnl nontht. At 
Ae eoncInSiHi of it, xiaA two gmtknwn made 
• pity to s° tluoagh Fnocow Findii^ myfelf 
in dte £uDt tun of naiad, 1 took a trip to Ban* 
logac, where I paid a Tifit to the cooveat in 
which I fpeot my early dayt, and had the ^lea- 
Asie of ieeitig Mother fit. Francis, the noti for 
V^om I cMerfiuaed fo moch tefped and iffiK-- 
tioD. 

Upon tbt ^^t of thia nuidi-toved abods of 
innocence and felicity, I could not help again 
rcftettii^ v^th beart-fdt anguift, nty having 
fiytt been forced to Inve IM peaceftil walls. 
After wjiat I bad experienced ftvnl the dupli- 
city of manluad) die Ticiffitodet of fortune, and 
the aa&tiBfitAorineI> of the pleaforet of the gay . 
world, 1 fiocerely tamentcd that I had not pre- 
ferred the certain trinqnilUty to be found here, 
to the delufivB joys an unconfined life affords. 

You will lay, I donbt nor, from the know- 
Mge yon have of my difpolition, that I am al- 
ways in extieinet ; now pmfive to a ^^ee, and 
wifliii^ mj4eff burial in^ht gloom oft cloifler i 
new fiidng beyond M botfnds- and <^ing Ibr 
companj and {^ety.— That this fe ny temper, I 
. candidly a^tooiriedge— 40t a parade of modera* 
tion is contained in Ait fraflw af oitec.-rMe- 

TOL. iv, I. diwrity 
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diaaity and 1 ve flnngcra. — But whilft I make 
this adenoiriedgment, kt me hope it wUi be aui- 
mitted at fome pallutton for my crron. To en- 
is homaa. Bat as theCe, like mj fpeech, have 
ever been fponuneous and unpFcmediatcd, and 
always attended with Jiucere coaipundioo ; may 
they, upoo £hts accotmt, be viewed with a lefs 
r^orous eye. It it tu»w time, diat I leave tfait 
bewitching eoavent, which, whcnerer I vifit it, 
awakens tbofe religious propcnfities that, anudft 
all my wanderings, ate ftill inherent in my 
heart.— p^uppote me then onoe more, in England. '. 

Before the gciuuifs of comedy returned from 
their tour, Mr. Harris called upon me one day, 
and, as I was not at home, defircd my fervant to 
inform me, that he would di^e with me the next 
day. But as he was returning te town, he met 
me at Turnhaiii.-Green, and went back with me. 
He tliea told me, that Mr. Colman and the other 
proprietors were on the eve of being rc.conciIed, 
and tliat I might depend upon being included as 
one of the firft articles of the treaty. 

Always relying upon a promife, from, a con* 
fcUwfnelE of the facrfd light in whicb I view an 
obligation of that nature myfelf, I j/sf as moch 
alTured of Mr.' Harris's performii^' ttat he had 
now made me, as if ffly-artideb had been ligried, 
and, in vay-fodsst* 'ACfwrdiogly, when Mr. 
■ 1 ■ Woodward 
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Woodward returned to England, upon .his en- 
qairing what had been done, I informed him of 
my eirtoitay of an engagement. To this he made 
no reply ; and juft as I was going to enquire the 
reafon of his filence opon thefubjeft, tlic fervant 
brquglit me a letter, I found. it to be from my 
, mother, who wa* but juft returned to towh from 
Oxfordihire, where fhe generally fpent the fuin- 
mer with a family by whom ' her company was 
much courted. She informed me therein, tlmt 
Mr. Harris had juft called at her boufe,' and de- 
;fired to foe mc^the next day in firewer-ftreet, 
yhere he would meet me, as very particular bu- 
finefs rendered it impoffible for him to come to 
Strand. ■ " 

Upon reading (his letter to Mr. Woodward, 
his Gounffnance feemcd- to clear up a little, fot 
his looks were always a true barometer to his 
fentimeitts. He was a man that might be truly 
ia\A to cafry his heart in his hand.- He was above 
dHguifc ; and you might read in his countenance, 
with uncommon perfpicuity, what paiTed in his 
bofom. -Qut the doiibt, that had prevented him 
from cotigratttlating me upon the occafiony wts 
not yet quite cleared away. For he laidi with 
great compofure, " 1 doubt yet." 
. I ordered the chaife to be teady at nine, that I 
might have the pleafure of break&itiDg .with my 
L a mother, 
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nothcr, whom I bad not fcen for fotne time. 
The manager came an hour before that on which ' 
be bad apptunted to meet me ; -and I believe would 
not have been diipleafed, had I dUbbeyed his fum- 
mons ; for the moment he came in, I could not 
avoid obferving, from his manner of accofting 
me, that all was not right. The great mifter of . 
nature makes Brotut * fa^, " Ever note, Lnci- 
** lias, when love begins to ficken and decay, it 
** vfeth an enforced ceremony." And judging 
hf this jodicious remark of the grelt Roman, I 
plainly permved that Ae regard Mr. Harris hkd 
fo lately profefled for me had begun to ficken tnA 
4ecay. 

Ndr was I deceived iQ the application ; for my 
itippoftd faptrior was no fooner feattd, dian be - . 
informed me that the proprieton were reconciled. 
But how was I fiirprifed, When he added, tbat b« 
had mmtioned an engagement for me ; biM Mr4 
Xeake not feconding it, as he expeAed. it was not 
to he pittrared, as, upon the fiiA oientitm <tf it, 
Mr. Colmvt had declared, tbat he would fooner 
fte the theati9 in flames, and htmlelf in the midA 
of it, than cotifent to my em beii^ of the com- 
pany. 

I was free enou^ to tell him, that he might at 

kaA have deferred tSiis intelligence till an opportu- 

* JIuUtU Csfir, Aa IV. Scene U. 

aity 
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nitjr had ofliied for his communioiting it tq me t 
or he might have ^nvcjred it to me in a letteiv- 
xnd twX have brought me to town upon foch a ' 
fleevelefi errand. To which he replied, that, as 
Mr. O^man wai anicioai to engage Woodward, 
he lent for me to advife me to prevail upon my 
friend not to et^;age without me. 

Rs^isnot my prevailing weaknefi, othcrwife 
I flionld have found it roufei upon this occafioa. 
On the contrary, I generally fuffer to fijence for 
titemi&ondnAofothcn,andlmothermyanger. I 
hadibovKvert jnftpower to&y, iaaniWertothis 
anfult, that I had too msch fpiiit to be tadud to 
tiie agreement even of tbefirft performer dial trod 
tbcftagej and toomachmcrittoheimemidoyed, 
snd take a Iklary for nothing. Mr. Harris bow* 
•d ; iaid, he admired myfentimentaj and we then 
ported, with u mach ceremony and cold ^lod 
breeding, ai if we bad never met befi»e. Tbtu 
one half ho«r deftioyed a friendflf^^ which to ^>- 
pearance pmmiftd, but three dayi before, a much 
greater decree of permanence. 

Here could I oifce more launch out tm the 
fluftoatton of alt things in life, and the ccrtaiit 
(Ufaj^ratments that attended every pleafiag ex- 
peftation of mine. But caolet for doii^ thia 
have fo frequently occurred in the forgoing 
pages, diatlhave nearly exhaufted the fuljeA; 
and 
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. and I would by no means hazard a. charge of t&- 
pcthioD, which, from my not keeping copies of 
my letters, might happen. 

To give the conclufion of thi3.a IiTcIicr turn, 
I will entertaia yoa with a droll incident, which 
WM related to me by Footc, who was himfclfa 
witnefs to the fcenc, during the excurfion be 
inade, a» I have juft informed you, to the con- 
ttnent. I wilh I could eoiivey to you, in th'& 
epiftolaiy narration , a tithe of the humour with 
wliich that favourite fon of Momus repeated it to 
' me ;. but, as that ts hot itf my power, I will tdl it 
yoii in the beftmainoer 1 can. . , ,r 
i The late Sir Thomas Robinfon VRS ufosUy 
^led lengiSiT Thomas, not,only from, there being 
WDodiei' perfon who bore exactly the fame ntaie 
and title, but ^o from his uncoi&mon 'taUncfs, 
which was rendered the more confpicuous by bis 
being aJmoft tis^tbin a& a ikeilMon. To this was 
added, the moft uaeouth tad aukward cairiagc 
dut can - be con(xived' In Ihoit, he was not 
mach unlike the figure which is fo finely depicted 
intbelaft bodk of that bewtiful aBegory ■ Por~ 
fens; he feemed, to want nothing bat the fcythe, 
to make his relenibiaace perfeilty £isilax to that 
deftroyer of mankind- 

* Vide Dodflcf's ColIeflieQ. 
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The circumilances of the baronet being in no! 
v«ry flourifbingiitaation at that time, he tho^hr 
a: journey to Paris, where he had a fiftflr married to 
a rich financier, would be die means of recruiting 
them. He accordingly fet out for France ; but 
ia^garb equally as uncouth and luirf ai his' 
figure. He wore a t»:own fcratch wig, a Ifaort 
riding-coat, together with a pair of jack-boots;' 
■ and carried in his hand a poftilli<»i*s long-Iaihed 
whip. 

Thus accoutred, he arrived at the gate (A the 
hStel, where his brodier-in-law refidcd. The 
Swifs, who opened .the door, beholding fuchan 
extraordinary being, fiood aghaft ; and, when Sir 
Thomas would have entered, bluntly told him he . 
could not be admitted, as his lady had company. 
Though the baronet did not underftand the lan- 
gu;^e in which the prohibition was conveyed, he 
gueiled the purport of it by the man's coun- 
tenance, and made fliift to utter, in brokes Fr^cb, 
'htrfrere,' kerfrtre. 

The porter hearing this, ran to call the groom 
of the chambers, who underfiood a litde Englilfa ; 
and Sir Thomas having made known to him his 
affinity to the lady of the boufe, his arrival, with- 
out any more ob{lru£tiDn, xvas announced. As it 
happened to be dinner-time when this mirror of 
knighthood arrived, his fiftcr, after cordially cm- 
5 bracing 
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bracing him, p^aei him, habited u he was, at 
. die tkbJCf between tn Abb£ uid a Macaroni. He 
was no fioOTM: feated, ibta ibe two gentleooea be- 
tween wlwa he fiit, ftnick with the oddir^ of hit 
figure, ietb, and deportiaent, ftared at him with 
marki of the gieateft ^Umifiuoeot. At length 
tiw btier, nnabk to scftnia hia cvtrio6t7. Laid. 
Aonra his fork ** and thui addre&d him : " Mm^ 
*' fit», M ftTWt vati fas^ fur haaard. It finuuM 
** Rtbiif/bH CruJU i* fui «n farle Jmu rhi^aire." 
" Fray. Sir, ftre you not the £mious Robtafbo 
" Crnfoc, of whom we read in hiftory i" The 
mirth fo fingnlar and onexpcfied a qocftion oc- 
caiioned, is better ouicerred than described. The 
fiDgaUritjr of 1^ baronet^) g^b, and die wbdeof 
hit ^qipearance, warranted, in fooie maafaie, fitch 
a fuppofition ; nor cosld it, bad Sir Thomaa un- 
dcfftood the full force of it, which fail ignorance 
of the French lat^a^e prevented, have excited 
his dtfplc^tirei 

G. A. B. 

* la Fruce, • folic wtA I^mk an tamattnlj vM, iR' 
ftcad oFb knifii aad fork. 
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